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Leyland and Jaguar return to European racing 


Cavalier GL Coupé. 


ivll make you want to take the lo ai way home. 


The Cavalier ‘GL Coupé is the sort of 
car you just don’t want to stop driving. 

And with good reason because the new 
Vauxhall is as exciting to drive as its elegant 
and aerodynamic lines suggest. 

Its 1.9 litre engine will accelerate you 
from 0.50 mph in 8 seconds” and give you 
a top speed of around 105mph* The 
functional yet eminently stylish front end air- 
spoiler increases road holding and reduces 
drag. A combination that ensures effortless 
motorway cruising, the sort of acceleration 
that can ‘get-you-out-of-trouble’ fast and an 
economy figure of 33 mpgf 
Add the fully integrated roll-over bar, 
the Coupé’s 54 inch wide sports wheels with 
185 SR x 13 radials and the sports.steering 
wheel and you can see you have a thorough- 
bred car in the true sports car tradition. 

Like all.Cavaliers the Coupé has 
outstanding road-holding and braking. You 
get the preciseness of its rack and pinion 
steering and the stability from its independent 
front and rear anti-roll bars. Plus the 


confidence of dual circuit servo assisted brakes 
with big front discs and load conscious valve 
to reduce the risk of the rear wheels locking. 
And, of course, the story doesn’t end 
there — the list of standard equipment is 
equally impressive. It includes reclining front 
seats, luxurious velour cloth trim and cut-pile 
wall-to-wall carpeting extending onto the 


ALIEl 


Go ‘ahead: Live a little. 


Vauxhall 25 


lower door trims, heated rear window, electric 
screenwash, two speed wipers, centre console 
to take all those odds and ends, reversing 
lights. hazard warning flashers, a door map 
pocket, and opening rear 4 vents. 

Then there's those little touches that 
makes motoring so much more ofa pleasure 
for driver and passenger alike — the quartz 
activated clock, continental arm rests, the 
illuminated glove box, cigar lighter and 
ashtray the anti-dazzle rear view mirror, the 
passenger vanity mirror, and the boot light 

Luxuryin a grand manner for four or 
five adults and all their luggage thanks to the 
Cavalier's capacious 24.3 cubic feet boot 

The Cavalier ‘GL Coupé is certainly 
acar that won't be compromised. Its for the 
driver that wants performance and style wath 
realistic running costs. 

Test drive one at your local Vauxhall 
dealer and discover why you'll want to take 
the long way home. It’s not for nothing 
we say...“You'll like what’s happening 
at Vauxhall?” 


*Manufacturers own figure.tFigure obtained through manufacturers own fuel consumption tests to DIN 70030. The Cavalier ‘GL Coupé costs £2843.10 including Car Tax and VAT. 
Delivery charges and number plates extra. Price and specifications correct at time of going to press. 
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EDITORIAL 


This week is indeed a momentous one for British motor sport and its 
enthusiasts. Jaguar, the illustrious company which brought so much 
motor sport honour and pride to Britain in the 1950s, is back in 
racing. Leyland Cars, of which Jaguar is a part, have made complete 
their involvement in motor sport with this week’s announcement of 
a full Jaguar racing programme for Europe. ' 

That Leyland should recognise that this move can positively help 
the company in marketing its products is a compliment to motor 
sport. We, in return, must wish them great success and give them 
every support in this very important and exciting venture. 


Your Autosport — 


On April 1, AuTosporT, Britain’s Motor Sporting weekly, moves into 
an important new phase in its 26-year history. 

During the past quarter of a century motor sport has changed out 
of all recognition. It now involves more people, more companies, 
more clubs, more money and more events than perhaps anyone 
would have dreamed in those gentlemanly days just after the war. 
When Autosport was launched in 1950 it was possibly the only 
weekly publication in the world concentrating solely on the 
competitive side of motoring. Now there are several others. But we 
like to think that ours is still the leader of them all, with more detail, 
more accurate reports, more topical news and more informed 
features and comment. 

Now, to improve even further AUTOSPORT’S service to its readers, 
we are making some changes to the magazine. It will still be the 
same old AUTOSPORT, never fear: Pete Lyons’s Grand Prix reports, 
John Bolster’s road tests and technical articles, Jody. Scheckter, 
Catchpole, Nick Brittan’s Private Ear, Pit and Paddock, Special 
Stage, Sports Extra, detailed reportage of club events, in-depth 
features, outspoken opinion columns — they will all be there still. 

But the magazine will have more pages, including a centre section 
every week with either colour or glossy black-and-white action 
photography. It will have a bright new cover design and improved 
layouts inside. And it will be printed by a different heat-set process, 


i 


greatly improve the presentation and quality of the magazine. 

There will be new features, too: Henry Liddon, one of the world’s 
top rally navigators, joins us as International Rallies Editor, with 
regular reports and comment from the hot seat. Detek Bell, one of 
the most experienced and versatile racing drivers in the sport today 
and now spearheading Jaguar’s return to racing, will be 
track-testing racing cars for us from time to time, from Grand Prix 
machinery to club cars. Our newly recruited rally columnist Tony 
Pond will be testing rally cars in proper stage conditions, too. 

Inevitably, all these improvements mean an increase in price, to 
25p., In over two years, during the most rampant inflation this 
country’s economy has‘ever known, the price of AUTOSPORT has gone 
up by precisely Ip. An increase now would have been necessary in 
any case to keep abreast of galloping costs, even without improved 
print, better paper and the increased number of editorial pages. 

In next week’s issue, for example, we have an exclusive Grand 
Prix Track test by Derek Bell of the RAM Formula 1 Brabham 
BT4AC. There will be Pete Lyons’s full report of the USA West Grand 
Prix, John Bolster testing the 155mph Jaguar XJS, details of British 
Leyland’s new TR7 rally challenger, and a superb action colour 
centre spread of the Durex Surtees which Alan Jones made the 


' which will allow better quality paper to be used and, we hope, very 


_sensation of the Race of Champions. All the usual AUTOSPORT 


contents will be there too, with full reports of the weekend’s sport 


‘and all the latest news and gossip, as ever. Plus you can win an 


all-expenses paid weekend for two at the Monaco Grand Prix in our 
annual Veuve du Vernay Catchpole competition. | . 
Our wish is that you should be able to buy the best possible motor 


_sporting weekly magazine for less than a pint of beer each week. In 


1951 Autosport (1s 6d) cost rather more than a pint of beer (1s 2d). 
From next week it will still cost less than a decent pint. Have a look 
at AUTOSPORT next week, and see if you think it’s worth it. 


our cover picture 
EEC | 


Just five months of development have created Jaguar’s beautiful racing XJ 


Coupe for their ETC attack this year. Photo: Geoff Goddard 
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“I am very proud to tell you, ladies 
and gentlemen, that Jaguar is back 
in motor racing — in a big way”. This 
was the momentous news given to 
the assembled media people in 
London early this week by Derek 
Whittaker, Managing Director of 
Leyland Cars. 

So, eafter months of intense 
behind-the-scenes activity, one of 
the all-time most successful marques 
in British motor sport history is back 
in racing with a works team of 
Broadspeed-prepared and run Ja- 


Derek Whittaker — “out to win.” 


guar XJ12 Coupes. Drivers for the 
team, which will contest the Euro- 
pean Touring Car Championship, 
will be Derek Bell, David Hobbs, 
Andy Rouse and Steve Thompson. 
Mr Whittaker went on to explain 
the new involvement: ‘“‘We want to 
demonstrate to all our potential 
customers our confidence in our 


product and to reaffirm that image— 


of quality and performance which 
was won in the 1950s. We shall meet, 
and intend to beat, the best that the 
European and Amenrican manu- 
facturers can put up against usin the 
hardest and fastest classic long 
distance races. 

“I believe that Jaguar is one of 
British industry’s finest products and 
this programme of races will restore 
a good deal of respect in Europe and. 
Britain for British products as a 


“We are going racing with 
Jaguar for exactly the same 
reasons as we do anything 
else in our business — to sell 
more cars and to make mon- 


ar 


ey. 


whole, and Leyland Cars in particu- 
lar. 

“We shall give the television 
people no easy excuse for not 
screening our victories — we are not 
painting trade names down the side 
of the car. We shall be running in red, 
white and blue for Leyland Cars and 
for Britain, and for no other sponsor. 

“Quite simply, we are going out to 
win. We have top-line. British 
drivers; first-class preparation by 
Britain’s leading saloon car racing 
specialist; and the unshakeable 
knowledge that we build the best car 
of its type in the world. 

“We are not carrying through this 
programme to prove anything to 
ourselves or for vague chauvinistic 
reasons. We are going racing with 
Jaguar for exactly the same reasons 
as we do anything else in our 
business — to sell more cars and to 
‘make money. The programme has 
undergone the strictest scrutiny and 
we know that we shall get great 
value from it.” 
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Pit and Paddock 
Jaguar roar back 


This opening announcement was 
followed by a speech from Keith 
Hopkins, Director of Sales and 
Marketing of Leyland Cars, who 
said: “I imagine many of you are 
surprised that the car you see here 
today is not some way-out prototype 
or two-seater sports-racing car. 
Well, we are not in the business of 
making racing cars. Advances in 
technology have taken the purist 
racing cars further and further away 
from what the public can buy, so we 
resolved from the outset to restrict. 
our activities to showing what our 
production cars can do, rather than 
building a racing special. The car we 
chose therefore is the Jaguar XJ 5.3 


‘Coupe... 


“We want the glamour of the 
Jaguar name to be reflected 
in all our products and, above 
all, we want to demonstrate 
publicly that we are capable 
of beating the world.’’ 


“Ralph Broad, who has developed 
the car, only started work last 


October and it is a tribute both to his” 


team and to the original designers of 
the Jaguar that he has this car here 
today. Without in any way detract- 
ing from his efforts, I know he would 


.over the last few years has adversely 

affected our image with younger 
people and with motoring enthu- 
siasts generally, and we are confi- 
dent that our new programme will 
put this right. : 

“We shall be promoting our suc- 
cesses hard in the British market and 
our colleagues in Leyland Interna- 
tional will be making the most of our 
participation in the series, and 
capitalising to- the full on our 
successes, to reinforce the export 
drive which is so vital to the future of 
British Leyland as a whole. : 

“We are of course very conscious 
that most of the races are outside the 
UK, and for that reason we have 
been in touch with a number of 
travel companies who specialise in 
organising short packages to motor 
races (details to be announced 
soon—Ed.). We hope that in this way 
we shall be able to have a good 
crowd of British racing enthusiasts 
at the classic European circuits to 
encourage us. 

“Many will know that I am about 


as far from being a motor sport ‘nut” 


as a roller skate fanatic. I am, 
however, tremendously excited 
about this programme. 

“Apart from being good commer- 
cial sense, I believe it will motivate 
and inspire both those who make 


The team (right to left): David Hobbs, Derek Bell, Ralph Broad, Andy Rouse 
and Steve Thompson with the G2 Jaguar at the announcement. 


agree that he has had an easier job 
bringing the V12 Coupe up ‘to a 
competitive specification than any 
other model he has ever worked on 
— for us or any other manufacturer. 

“As Derek Whittacker has already 
said, our prime reason for being back 
in racing is not solely from a love of 
the sport, we are back in motor sport 


‘for good sound marketing reasons. 


“We have suffered for far too long 
from having a fragmented public 
image — the buying public rarely 
identifies the Leyland name with the 
car ranges we produce, and indeed at 
this time it does not benefit from the 
combined strengths of the good: 
reputations possessed by Austin- 
Morris, Rover, Triumph, MG, Jaguar 
and so on. 

“Leyland Cars is now in every 
sense a unified company. We want 
the glamour of the Jaguar name to 
be reflected in all our products and, 
above all, we want to demonstrate 
publicly that we are capable of 
beating the world. 

“There is no question that our 
absence from the motor sport scene 


and those who sell our cars — our 
employees, and our distributors and 
dealers. Over the past two weeks it 
has been my privilege to present the 
car and our plans to our employee 
representatives at Jaguar, who were 
wildly enthusiastic, and the venera- 
ble gentlemen of the CSI who run 
world motor racing, many of whom 
became nostalgic and moist-eyed, 
and described it as the greatest thing 
that has happened in motor sport for 
the past decade.” 

Andy Rouse,  Broadspeed 
employee and reigning British Sa- 
loon Car Champion, who has done 
the majority of the testing on the 
Jaguar, said: “It’s very exciting to 
drive and it’s getting to be quite 
civilized now. We’ve only had two 
dry test days with it, but there’s still 
a long way to go with the test 
programme. I know it’s going to be 
really quick. At Goodwood, for 
example, taking the fairly fast 
third-gear right-hander after the pits 
(Madgwick), the tyres smoke so 
much coming out of the corner that 
the whole car fills up with smoke! 


edited by Chris Witty 


“You can really get hold of the car 
and drive it — it’s a really exciting 
car. It is going to be an easy car for 
its size to drive as well, with its 
power steering and power brakes. 

“There are problems with the car 


Keith ‘Hopkins — ‘demonstrate 
publicly.” : 
at the moment, certainly. One of the 
biggest problems is the wet sump. 
The regulations state that we must 
use a wet sump; the V12 is so long 
that you’ve got a problem under 
braking with the oil shooting for- 
ward and starving the pump, which 
is at the back of the engine. How- 
ever, we. think we've cracked the 
problem. The engine fitted at the 
moment is only a development 


“To drive an all British car for 
the first time in my life is a 
great honour ... 1 was stag- 
gered at how good it was.” 


version anyway, the full race version: 
will be producing another 80-100 
‘bhp. 

“It’s difficult to say what the 
winning potential is, not knowing 
what the opposition will be, but I 
think that the Jaguar’s got to be the 
most competitive thing on the 
track.” 

Derek Bell, for so long one of 
Britain’s top drivers and considered 
by many to be the best long-distance 
driver in the world, said: “To‘drive an 
all-British car for the first time in my 
life is a great honour. Obviously I’ve 
raced abroad a lot and I’m much 
better known abroad, but to race for 
a British team with a great guy like 
David is really super. 

“I’ve only done a few laps at 
Silverstone and Goodwood because 
of bad weather but it went very well 
— I was staggered at how good it 
was. I’vé-never been in on saloon car 
shakedown-testing before — in fact 
I've hardly done any saloon car 
racing at all — and I suppose the 
reason it’s so good early on is that, as 
a road car, it’s almost right to start 
with.” 

So far only one car is complete, but 
the second is well underway. The. 
homologation takes effect from April 
1, but the team will not be going to 
the opening ETC round at Monza — 
their debut is scheduled for Salzburg 
on Easter Sunday. Hobbs and Bell 
will drive the first car and Rouse and 
Thompson the second. In races 
which clash with RAC Touring Car 
rounds, other drivers will be brought 
in for Thompson or Rouse, depend- 
ing on their respective positions in 
the two championships. 

The cars’ only British racing 
appearance will be at the Access 
Tourist Trophy at Silverstone on 
September 19. 
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Pit and Paddock 


The new F1-based Cosworth DFX-powered USAC McLaren, type numbered 


M24, awaits completion at the Colnbrook works. 


Cosworth DFX power for 
new USAC McLaren M24 


After using Offenhauser engines at 
Indianapolis -for six years, and 
winning the race twice, McLaren 
have now built a car to take the 
turbocharged Ford-Cosworth DFX 
engine. Whether or not they use it in 
the race depends on back-to-back 
tests using an M16 fitted with the 
latest Offenhauser unit, but they do 
regard the DFX as the engine of the 
future. 

The M24, the car in which the DFX 
is fitted; is similar to the very 
successful DFV-powered Formula 1 
M23. Most of the significant 
differences are prescribed by USAC 
rules — a never-ending source of 
frustration to imaginative designers 
— and one of the most interesting 
features of the car is a one-piece 40 
gallon rubber fuel cell, made by 
Goodyear, which fits into the left 


side of the monocoque and the space. 


behind the seat. To allow this cell to 
be fitted and removed, a section of 
the seat-back bulkhead is bolted in 
rather than rivetted. 

‘The suspension is both symmetri- 
cal and conventional, with rocker 


The final breather on the M24 feeds 
back into the (Indy regs) gravity 
tank aa sty 


The first action of Bell Helmets in 
defending the law suit against them, 
Goodyear and Penske Cars, filed by 
the heirs of Mark Donohue — for 
negligence which contributed 
towards the American’s death at last 
year’s Austrian Grand Prix — is to 
send one of its engineers to this 
country to consult with Peter Jowitt, 


the FICA representative who con-: 
ducted the investigation into the _ 
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The one-piece 40 gallon fuel cell for 
the M24. 


arms and lower wishbones at the 
front, lower parallel links, a top link 
and radius arms at the rear, and coils 
all round. The massive Lockheed 
disc brakes are mounted outboard at 
both front and rear, and the wheels 
are USAC regulation size — l5ins x 
10ins front and 15ins < 14ins rear. 
At the time of writing, McLaren do 
not have a sponsor, but they are 
building three of the new M24s — 


one for works driver Johnny - 
Rutherford, one as a spare and one. 


for the Penske team, the latter 
presumably to be driven by Tom 
Sneva. The first works car will be 
tested at Indianapolis before the end 
of March, and if all goes well it will 
race there in May. 


Bell to fight lawsuit 


accident afterwards. , 
An out-of-court settlement in wie 
“needless death” suit filed by Don- 


ohue’s family lawyers is “definitely : 


t 


out of the question,” according to 
Bell Helmets spokesman Jim 
Coughlin. “We feel they’re way-off 
base in their allegations and we will 
have to fight it. If we lose this case, it 
could be a disaster for racing.” 

The other parties remain silent. 


Sports car series drama 


A storm blew up at the end of last 
week when the RAC issued a 
statement out of the blue saying that 
in view of. the lack of interest in 
Europe (where the CSI have already 
cancelled their 2-litre championship) 
and here in Britain, it has now 
reluctantly been decided to cancel 
the 1976 RAC 2-litre Sports Car 
championship. 


The first Easter Sunday BRSCC 
round had only received nine entries 
at the beginning of this week, and 


interest in the other races was ata 


similar level. Consequently the 
RAC’s Race Committee decided that 
it would be desirable to release 
promoters from the necessity to run 
‘rounds of this championship in order 
that they can provide races for a 
wider category of cars. 


Naturally enough, the 2-litre. 
sports car competitors were outrag- 
ed at this decision, which came just 
three weeks before the opening 
round of the championship. It 
appears that there had been no 
communication by the Raée Com- 
mittee with any competitor of Sports 
Cars International, the Association 
which is trying to promote sports car 


After BMWs had dominated the 
early stages of last weekend’s 24th 
Sebring 12 Hours, a qualifying round 
for the American IMSA Camel GT 
series, Porsche eventually came 
through to the victory rostrum, with 
no fewer than nine Carrera RSRs 
finishing in the top ten. Victory went 
to Americans Al Holbert and Mike 
Keyser in the former’s own Porsche 
Carrera, completing 230 laps in the 
12-hour event (or 1196 miles) at an 
average speed of 99.66 mph. The win 
put Holbert into the lead of this 
year’s IMSA GT series. 

The race, once a traditional world 
championship race for pukka sports 


cars, took place last Saturday. Pole © 


position was taken by the John 
Greenwood/Mike Brockman Chev- 
rolet Corvette. This amazing beast 
led initially while Britain’s David 
Hobbs, sharing a semi-works BMW 
CSL with NASCAR ace Benny 
Parsons, moved up from ninth on the 


- grid to lie second after a lap. 


Running third early on was the sister 
car of Peter Gregg/Hurley 
Haywood, but they soon inherited a 
place when the Corvette began to 
suffer transmission problems. 

Once in the lead, Hobbs started’ 
driving really well and both the 
BeeEms looked to have the measure 
of the Porsches. Then, after finishing 
his first driving stint, David handed 
over to Parsons, who promptly fell 
off on his first lap. The car suffered 
bodywork and exhaust damage 
which, apart from delaying its 
progress, eventually contributed 
towards a sad retirement. 

Thus Gregg/Haywood took over 
the lead but they, too, were delayed, 
first with water in the fuel and then 
when they collided with some slower 
cars. It dropped them right down to 
20th, but they’d hauled themselves 
back to seventh by the finish. When 
the second BMW fell back, the 
Brumos Porsche of Jint Busby/Carl 
Schafer led briefly but trouble hit 


racing in this country. The only 
communication between the two 
parties was some weeks ago, when 
the SCI indicated that there would 
be 14 pukka 2-litre cars at the 
meeting and that Clubman’s sports 
cars were being allowed in to make 
up the grid. Entries for the race, im 
fact, don’t close until April 2, so at 
the time of the RAC decision there 
was still time for a healthy 
(numerically) field to be assembled. 

To our knowledge, at least three 
sponsored cars are to be announced 
in the next few days. For the Race 
Committee to have said there was 2 
lack of interest is clearly not true 
Whether the entry is of a high 
enough standard for the races to be 
worthy of the title RAC Sports Car 
Championship, and top the bill at six 
race meetings this year; is another 
question which time alone will 
answer. 

It would appear that the RAC 
Race Committee acted in haste, 
perhaps just to stir up the competi- 
ters, and were prepared to change 
their minds on the situation. As we 
went to press on Tuesday the mood 
seemed to be that the decision would 
soon be reversed. 


Porsches at Sebring 


them as well, losing a wheel while 
lying second. They eventually pulled 
back to eighth at the close. 

During the second half of the 
event, the lead battle then raged 
between the Holbert/Keyser car.and 
the similar RSR of John Gunn/Car- 
son Baird, this being Holbert’s car 
from last season which Gunn’s lady 
sponsor, Dallas Heyser, had bought 
the day before practice. It was being 
looked after by Holbert’s race crew 
for this event only. 

Anyway, Holbert/Keyser had two 
laps in hand at the finish with the 
Mexican Porsche of Roberto Gonza- 
lez/ Roberto Quintamilla a further 
lap down, followed by Bob Hages- 
tad/Jerry Jolly, also in an RSR, who 
despite a brief period at leading 
before being delayed by electrical 
gremlins, were five laps down on the 
winners. 
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@ Sebring 12 Hours race winner Al 
Holbert will run a “G4” Porsche 
Carrera Turbo in this year’s reju- 
venated American TransAm series. 
He‘intends to debut the car at 
Pocono on May 9. Holbert will also 
race in the IMSA series using a brand 
new Chevrolet Monza GT, the first 
appearance of which is due for April 
11 at Road Atlanta. 


@ Pierre Dieudonne, the selgian 
driver who raced for the Brian 
Lewis-run B &O Formula 3 team last 
year, is anxious to secure a ride in 
this formula for another season, 


-having shown good speed last year. 


In the meantime he will be contest-) 
ing the European Touring Car series 
as a member of the works supported 
Belgian Luigi team who are running 
a pair of BMW CSis for Dieudonne, 
Patrick Neve, Hughes de Fierlandt 
and Jean Xhenceval. 


@ The UOP corporation who spon- 
sored the Shadow Grand Prix team 


‘until the end of last year, lost around: 


$34.9 million in 1975. 
3 


Pit and Paddock 


Lancia-March for Mass 


With Vittorio Brambilla otherwise 
occupied at Silverstone’s Graham 
Hill Trophy meeting on April 11, Ron 
Dennis has done some smooth 
negotiating. Dennis has organized 
that his lead Project 4 Racing 
March-Lancia 762 will be driven by 
German Grand Prix superstar Jo- 
chen Mass at the opening round of 
the European F2 Championship at 
Hockenheim the same day. 

Mass, who hasn’t driven in For- 
mula 2 since his days at Matchbox 
Team Surtees back in 1973, was 
thought to be a possible third driver 
in Willi Kauhsen’s new Ford-blessed 
team (Mass is a Ford favourite even 
now), alongside Klaus Ludwig (who 
has done an encouraging Im 10.4s in 
recent testing at Goodwood) ‘and 
Ingo Hoffman. However, with no 
contractual commitments to man- 
ufacturers as in previous years, 
despite driving for McLaren and 
Porsche, Mass has undertaken to 
give the exciting-sounding Lancia 
engined March its race debut. 

The Gerrhan F2 organisers have 
received no fewer than 49 entries 
(Thruxton already have 43 and are 
worried about how many cars they 
can afford to start) and among them 


Tony Brise 
Memorial 
Trophy 


In memory of Tony Brise, who gave 


such a scintillating display at the. 


Long Beach road circuit last October 
in the Sid Taylor/Teddy Yip F5000 
Lola, the Long Beach Grand Prix 
Association have created a perpetual 
trophy which will be awarded every 
year to the man who sets the fastest 
lap at the USA (West) GP. 

It will be known as the Tony Brise 
Memorial Trophy in recognition of 
his record lap at 91.08 mph for the 
2.02-mile Califorian street circuit, a 
record which all the Grand Prix 
teams will be aiming for this week- 
end. 


F3 Chevron 
for Lees 


Triple Formula Ford champion and 
Grovewood Award winner Geoff 
Lees finally looks as if he’s got a deal 
together to run in Formula 3 this 
year. Lees was at Mallory Park last 
weekend and mentioned that the 
chances were high of him moving 
into F3, although he didn’t mention 
any names. An entry has been made 
by Chevron Cars for Lees to drive 
one of their new B34s at the forth- 
coming Silverstone international in 
April, so it looks increasingly likely 
that Lees will, after all, get the works 
Chevron drive for which he has been 
favourite during the last couple of 
months, following an impressive test 
drive at Silverstone.The works car 
will be powered by a Toyota Nova- 
motor unit and the marque intend to 
contest all the major races this 
season. 


@ British Leyland (US) to sponsor 
the Fl Shadows at Long Beach? 
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Jochen Mass — winning combina 


are Ronnie Peterson, Jean-Pierre 


Jarier (although he may be at 
' Silverstone), Hans-Joachim Stuck, 


Michel Leclere, Patrick Tambay, 
Harald Ertl, Brian Henten and many, 
many more. There are no fewer than 
12 different chassis and 10 types of 
engine entered, which must mean 


one of the most technically interest- ° 


ing formulae for some time. 


Dramas for 
Ardmore 


If ever a team got off to a bad start at 
the beginning of a new season, it’s 
the luckless men at Team Ardmare, 
Ray Mallock especially. They must 
feel the world hates them at the 
moment. 

Ever since the team took delivery 
of their new Formula 2 Lola T450, 
the gremlins have struck and last 
Sunday’s _ start-line incident at 
Mallory (where Mallock was 
involved in ‘a collision with Val 
Musetti’s F2 March) had them .at 
their wit’s end. The car, which 
Mallock was racing in the ShellSport 
G8 event as 4a shakedown prior to his 
F2 season which starts at Hocken- 
heim on April 11, was written off, 
and the Ardmore mechanics are 
working feverishly to get their last 
year’s 74B spec March ready for this 
weekend’s ShellSport race at Snet- 
terton. In the meantime they are also 
having to rebuild the Lola, which has 
proved a shade disappointing in 
recent testing. 


Lola Cars unveiled the new G6 sports car this week. Looking similar to their 
74 design, the car is capable of taking 3-litre DFV and 5-litre Chevrolet- based 
V8s. it can also take the 3.4-litre GA series V6 Ford. 


Varley back 
Deutsch 


Willi Deutsch the genial. German 
driver who. raced in Formula 2 last 
season with a Warsteiner-backed 
March 752 is again going F2, this 
time with a brand new 762 chassis 
which was delivered last week. 


Deutsch has managed to find a . 


much larger sponsor for this season, 
so he can contest the full European 
series. Backing him is a company 
called Daiman, one of the three 
largest companies based in Cologne, 
which makes batteries, among other 
things. 

They also manufacture Varley 
batteries (the small lightweight type 
used in virtually every racing car 
made today) ‘under license in Ger- 
many and thus the team will be 
known as the Daiman Varley Racing 
Team. 

Deutsch’s first race with the new 
car will be at Hockenheim, his old 
chassis having been reacquired by 
the works for Alex Ribeiro to drive. 
It is also rumoured that Deutsch will 
get a Shadow F1 seat in Germay and 
Austria. 


Jones for 


Long Beach 


An enthusiastic Pete Briggs, general — 


manager at Team Surtees, was 


delighted to tell the news late last: 


Friday that Alan Jones would be 
racing a second Surtees TS19 at 
Long Beach after all. 

Apparently, as Surtees is not in the 
Constructors Association, it looked 
unlikely that the team would bother 
with the extra expense of sending 
two cars. The prospects brightened 
when it looked as if a sponsor had 
been found, but this fell through. 
Despite further offers to hire the car 
(including one from Graham 
McRae), Big John finally decided 
that even though his contract: with 


‘ his controversiai Durex sponsors 


doesn’t cover the American race, he 
would send a car for Jones in 


recognition of his superb drive at the © 


recent Race of Champions. 

@ “I think he’s going to be one of the 
sensations of Formula 3,” said 
ShellSport’s Keith Kirby, while 
watching British Formula Vee 
Champion Ian Flux, testing his new 
F3 Ralt at Goodwood last week. 


Pearson pips 
Parsons 


Daytona 500 winner David Pearson 
scored his third Grand National 
NASCAR win of the year when he 
brought his Purolator Mercury home 
to win last Sunday’s Atlanta 500. 
Averaging 128.904 mph for 328 laps 
of the 1.52 mile course, Pearson was 
a scant 1.8s clear of Benny Parsons’ 
Chevrolet Chevelle, but the star of 
the race was Cale Yarborough in his 
Holley Farms Chevelle. 

Dave Marcis had put his Dodge on 

pole (not for the first time this 
season) with Pearson, Richard Petty 
(STP Dodge) and Yarborough also 
well up. 
* Yarborough soon established 
himself in the lead and it looked as 
though he would dominate the 
event, his car being so much faster 
than anyone else’s. Then on lap 80 he 
suffered a broken distributor cap, 
which cost him 5 laps. Buddy Baker’s 
Ford then took charge, until lap 238, 
when his engine blew. 

This put Pearson and Parsons to 
the fore together with Yarborough, 
who was running in company, 
although still 3 laps down. Petty 
retired after lap 194 with engine 
failure (he’d only led seven laps), 
while Bobby Allison’s CAM2 
Mercury (lap 188) and Marcis (lap 
107) also quit with a dropped valve 
and engine failure respectively. 

Up front Pearson began to feel a 
strange vibration from his car and he 
gradually let Parsons inch out- a 
handy 150 yds lead. Then a burst by 
the “Silver Fox” on lap 296 saw him 
retake the lead, just as a slower car 
spun and caused a yellow caution 
period. The leaders took the oppor- 
tunity to top up with fuel.’ 

From the green for the last time, 
Parsons retook the lead, but sud- 
denly Yarborough whipped past and 
drew effortlessly ahead, taking 


‘Pearson with him. Although Cale 


was still 2 laps down, Pearson was 
able to build up a 5s cushion over 
Parsons which he managed to keep, 
despite his problems. 

Yarborough was eventually third; 
just a lap down after a great race; 
while the top half dozen places were 
completed by the Chevelles of 
Lennie Pond (326 laps), Darrell 
Waltrip (325) and Coo-Coo Marlin 
(324). 

For his efforts, which resulted in 
him leading the most laps (105 in all), 
Yarborough won himself a $7,500 
‘motor boat, but Parsons’ high plac- 
ing keeps him in the lead of the 
NASCAR series. 


NASCAR 
changes 


Taking effect from last Sunday’s 
Atlanta 500 NASCAR race, Bill 
Gazaway, chief technical inspector 
for NASCAR, put into operation the 
new ruling on carburettor sizes. 
From last weekend, all teams had to 
run with a %in smaller carb. The 
move came in an effort to make 
Grand National racing engines more 
reliable and to reduce speeds a little 
further. 
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Schuppan’s out of luck 


CAMS Rothmans F5000 champion 
Vern Schuppan was out of luck in 
Western Australia’s first-ever F5000 
event last Sunday at Wannaroo 
Park. This tight, hilly 244-mile circuit, 
with a bumpy 180 mph straight 
where the cars get completely 
airborne, is out in the Australian 
bush 20 miles north of Perth, and 
over 3,000 miles west of the final 
CAMS championship round, the 
rained-out Surfers Paradise event 
last month. 

The race was in three heats, the 
grids of the first two based on 
practice times, and the grid for the 
third reversing the qualifying posi- 
tions with the fastest cars at the 
back. Schuppan was driving Gary 
Cooper’s works Elfin MR8& — 
incidentally the 300th Elfin chassis 
to be built! — with Repco-based Elfin 
engine, and earned pole with a 100 


Hunt, Pryce, 
Jones and 
many more 


Entries are already beginning to look 
good for the Graham Hill Interna- 
tional Trophy at Silverstone on April 
10/11. So far confirmed as members 
of the £70,000 package the BRDC 
have bought from the,F1 Construc- 
tors Association are James Hunt 
(McLaren), Tom Pryce and 
Jean-Pierre Jarier (Shadows), Alan 
Jones (Surtees), Chris Amon (new 
Ensign), Vittorio Brambilla (March) 
and Jacky Ickx (Williams). The entry’ 
will finally be of 18 cars. 

The major supporting race, a 
round of the ShelliSport F3 cham- 
pionship, has attracted over 30 
entries so far, including a strong 


foreign contingent. As a_ special” 


tribute to the late Graham Hill, there 
will be a parade of cars which he 
drove during his long and illustrious 
career. 

Tickets for the meeting are still 
available at reduced prices from the 
Silverstone booking office. The 
circuit has arranged a comprehen- 
sive public transport system for the 
meeting. A bus service will operate 
from Northampton railway station 
and Derngate Bus Station on both 
days. On April 10 spectators should 
ibe at the railway station by 11.35 am 
or the bus station at 11.45 am. On 
race day (April 11) the respective 
times are 10.35 and 11.45 am. The 
return fare is just 69p. 


A National coach will be available ~ 


from London’s Victoria Coach 
Station also with pick ups at 
Welling, Forest Hill, Eltham, Elmers 
End, East Croydon, East Dulwich, 
Crayford, Catford, Camberwell,’ 
Bexleyheath, Beckenham and 
Addiscombe. Cost is £1.75 (adults) 
and £1.15 (children). The home 
counties will be served by National 
from Letchworth, Hitchin (£1 and 
50p), Luton and Dunstable (85p and 
45p). From Eastern England there 
will be a coach service from 
Cambridge railway station, Bedford 
coach station, St Neots Market 
Square and Biggleswade, Market 
Square (£1.50). 

All these services should be 
booked in advance, via Silverstone. 
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mph lap of 54s dead, a tenth quicker 
than Johnny Walker’s Lola T332. 


On the third lap of heat 1 Schup- 


pan and Walker collided while 


battling for the lead but Vern, having - 


restarted at the back of the field, was 


back in front five laps later. Then six - 
laps from the end a valve rocker. 


broke, and the Elfin dropped to third 
behind John Goss (Matich-Repco) 
and Kevin Bartlett (Lola T400). 


Walker led the second heat from 
start to finish, Schuppan retiring 
while second with a broken gear 
linkage; Goss was second and 
Graeme Lawrence’s Lola T332 third. 
For the final heat Schuppan’s pole 
practice time put him at the back of 
the grid, but he came through to 
within half a second of leader Kevin 
Bartlett before another broken 
rocker put him out. 


America’s 
FAt series 


The American IMSA Formula At- 
lantic series has, at last, got off the 
ground and dates for a five-race 
series, to be held this year, have been 
announced. Fortunately all the dates 
fit in well with the Canadian Player’s 
Atlantic series and so competitors 
can, if required, contest both series. 

A prize fund of $10,000 per race 
has been guaranteed, although no 
series sponsor has been found as yet. 
Points and rules will be exactly as in 
Canada. The list of the ‘qualifying 
rounds is: 

April 11, Road Atlanta; May 2, 
Laguna Seca; May 9, Ontario Motor 
Speedway; August 15, Pocono; Au- 
gust 29, Mid-Ohio. 


Morrison’s 
vortex 


Former British Formula Super Vee 
champion and regular FSV exponent 
John Morrison is ‘continuing in the 
formula this season: although, unlike 
in previous years, he has switched 
marques and will be making an 
all-out bid to gain individual honours 
in the hotly contested European 
Gold Cup series. 

Morrison has acquired a’ brand 
new Lola T326 which he will debut at 
Silverstone this weekend. The car, 
which will receive assistance from 
the wofks, is sponsored by Votex, a 


sub-division of VW which make . 


spare parts for their vehicles (and 
the Audi range) rather like Unipart 
and Mopar. 

Engines will be prepared by 
former Felday employee Mac Dag- 
horn, who produced some very quick 
motors last year. Morrison’s Euro- 
pean efforts will also be backed by 
Minilite wheels, Duckhams, Dunlop, 
and Specialised Mouldings. 


@ Anders Olofsson, the 24 year old 
Swedish F3 driver, who raced an 
elderly GRD last year, will run one of 
the new Swedish built Viking TH1As 
in F3 this year. Aliso to be seen in one 


of these cars (the original prototype). 


will be 33 year old Lennart Bohlin, 
karting’s World Cup title holder. 


Marlboro on the Japan GP- 


Following the® piece regarding the 
Japanesé Grand Prix in AUTOSPORT 
last week, we contacted Pat Duffeler 


at his plush*Philip Morris head- ~ 


quarters in Lausanne shortly before 
he left for the Long Beach Grand 
Prix. ; 

“As far as the Japanese Grand Prix 
is concerned,’ said Duffeler, 
“whether it will take place is entirely 
up to the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association. and the organisers. The 
only thing that we have done is to try | 
and help to get both parties to meet 
and understand each other’s point of 
view. 


“We think Japan; as a major 
producer of cars in the world, is well 
placed to organise-a Grand Prix. But 
it is up to the Sporting Commission 
of the FIA to decide which country 
should hold Grands Prix, and then it 
is simply a matter of organisers and 
constructors sorting. out the prob- 
lems.” ok 


Regardless of this, since Ronnie 
Thomson left the company there has 
been a wind of change at Philip 
Morris which would suggest a more 


conservative approach to their - 


sporting activities. 


Seen at Mallory Park 


Although the car looked in reasonable condition, Italian Luigi-Mimmo 
Cevasco’s efforts in an ex-works/Scuderia Finotto F1 Brabham BT42 (above) 
at the opening round of the Shellsport G8 series were pitiful. In contrast 
Richard Scott hired one of the Dickson/Caledonian Formula Atlantic 
Moduses to finish third. Rumour has it Scott will handle the ex-works PR 
Reilly F1 Shadow DN1 at Snetterton this weekend. 


FERHDO 


MO SORE ttt Bit 


Another good performance came from former F1. works Brabham driver 


Richard Robarts in the ex-Brian Henton F2 March 752. 


Pit and Paddock 


G5 Stratos hangs fire 


The most important (and saddest) 
virtual non-appearance in the 
Mugelio Six Hours last weekend (see 
page 11) was that of the Lancia 
Stratos. The car, built in between 
bouts of rallying under the aegis of 
Mike Parkes in Turin, had had one 
previous test session at Mugello, of 
only a few laps before problems 
intervened, and was finally complet- 
ed on the Tuesday night, when it was 


painted. It arrived for testing on the — 


Thursday, while competitors were 
still arriving. 

With a turbocharged 2.4 litre 
engine, and aerodynamic features, 
Carlo Facetti (with Vittorio Bram- 
billa named as co-driver) took the 
car round in 2m 2.2s while the 


BBC TV 
debate 


Following the Race of Champions 
clash between the BBC and motor 
sport promoters about the televising 
of major race meetings in Britain, a 


meeting was held between all parties - 


last week. 
The meeting took place following 
a direct approach by RAC chairman 
Sir Clive Bossom to Sir Charles 
Curran, Director-General of the 
BBC. The approach was made before 
“the Race of Champions in an effort 
to break the deadlock over the 
televising of the event and to 
consider the future of motor racing 
on television. Those ‘taking part 
-included representatives of the BBC, 
ITV, major motor racing sponsors, 


the Formula 1 Constructors Asso-’ 


ciation, the SMMT, circuit owners, 


the Association of Competition Car: 


Manufacturers, and the Accessory 
Manufacturers Racing Association. 

There was a full exchange of views 
and those concerned are re-examin- 
ing their positions with the object of 
meeting again shortly. The RAC 
hope very much that an amicable 
solution will be found before the 
April 11 meeting at Silverstone for 
the Graham Hill International 
Trophy, and the many motor races 
due to be held over the Easter 
weekend. 


turbo-charger was still basically 
untuned. But then the car passed the 
pits with flames belching from the 
rear end. When the Lancia stopped 
on the unmarshaled circuit, it was 
well alight, and by the time extin- 
guishers were transported to the 
scene of the conflagration, the 
engine compartment had burned 
out, although not badly damaging 
the actual mill. Either the new 
paintwork had caught fire due to the 
proximity of the exhaust pipes, or oil 
had caught fire in the turbo 


explained Parkes. But either way, . 


the factory needed two days to 
repair the damage, and there weren’t 
two days before official practice. 


Norris Ensign 


The American Norris Industries 
concern, who have backed the Jack 
McCormack Talon F5000 team in the 
past and who supported Chris 
Amon’s efforts in one of the cars 
towards the end of last year, are 
continuing their support of the New 
Zealander at Long Beach this week- 
end. 

Norris, who have switched the. 
bulk of their motor racing sponsor- 
ship into NASCAR racing, will, 
however, sponsor Amon’s works 
Ensign for both the American Grands 
Prix. The team’s old car will be 
painted red for the Long Beach 
event. 


Tiff’s F3 Anson 


Tiff Needell, who has shown his 
obvious talents in both Formula 


Ford and latterly in FF2000, is - 


anxious to move up into Formula 3 
and the Graham Hill Trophy meeting 
at Silverstone on April 11 may well 
see him achieve part of that aim. 
Jenny Simpson, team manager of 
the small Anson F3 equipe (a car 
built last season by Tyrrell and 
Brabham mechanics Bob Simpson 
and Gary Anderson), is anxious to 
acquire the services of Needell and 
an entry has been made for the 


Silverstone race, power hopefully” 


coming from a loaned Neil 
Brown-prepared Triumph Dolomite 
engine. 


McMahon’s G2 challenge 


Apart from Jaguar, British interest in this year’s European G2 Touring Car 
series comes from Irishman Derek McMahon who’s running a works blessed 
Ford Escort RS1800 for Alec Poole. Partnering Poole at Monza this weekend, 
the opening round of the ETCC, will be Venezuelan Juan Cochesa. The car 
has been prepared by “Tivvy” Shenton at Spec Fab with Brian Hart tuning 


the 1860 cc BDA engine.” 


RAC G1 class” 
amalgamation 


-In a recent RAC Race Committee 
meeting it was decided that statu- 
tory powers under which classes in 
the Keith Prowse Touring Car 
Championship may be amalgamated 
should henceforth be enforced if 
there are fewer than three starters in 
a class. 

Also a date is currently being 
arranged on which manufacturers 
and the RAC scrutineers will get 
together to discuss proposed infor- 
mation forms for 1977 with a view to 
simplifying them and making them 
fully acceptable to both sides. In the 
meantime the RAC would appreciate 
hearing of any anomalies in the 
Autocar Buyer’s Guide. 


® Actor Paul Newman has bought 
one of the Group 44 racing team’s 
Triumph TR6s and will race it in the 
American SCCA Preduction D class 
this year. 


yanonence 


Briefly.... 


@ Appearing on Thames TV’s 
Magpie programme next Tuesday 
(March 30) are Tiff Needell and. 
Rupert Keegan. Needell’s FF Crossle 
from last year will be driven around 
Donington Park’s loop by the show’s 
pretty hostess Jenny Hanley, while 
Keegan’s appearance (or intentions) 
so we hear, have been severely 
censored. 4 
@ Expected to be having a go in 
an Fl Surtees soon is Swedish 
Formula 3 driver Conny Andersson 
who impressed “Big John” with his 
performance at the Monaco F3 race. 
last year. 


@ Money makes money department. 
Ladbrokes quoted odds of 10-1 
against Rupert Keegan winning the, 
F3 race at Silverstone a fortnight 
ago. Smiling sweetly to himself, 
Mike Keegan (Rupert’s dad) put on 
£100 and came away with a cool 
£1,000. It seems someone hadn’t read 
our Thruxton report from the week 
before! 


CATCHPOLE 
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DIVINA GALICA, LELLA LOMBARDI 
ANN MOORE. ... THE ONEY WAY... 


TOGET AGOOD DRIVE 15 TO HAVE 
A BEAUTIFUL BODY AND A SExy 
FACE. 


By Barry Foley 


OH || DONT KNOW, NIKI LAUDA 
MANAGED IT. 
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All your weekend sport 


OULTON PARK 


Oulton Park opens its gates for the 
second time this year on Saturday 
with the Formula 3 Race of the 
North as its major event. Who can 


stop Rupert Keegan? That’s* the. 


question all the F3 men are asking 
following the BAF man’s two suc- 
cessive, and quite easy, yictories in 
his March so far this season. Satur- 


day’s race is a non-championship. 


event and not all the top challengers 
will-be there. One, however, who is 
entered is Stephen South, the man 
who took pole ‘position in the first 
race of the year and who has since 
earned himself a works March drive. 


He may make his debut in his new: 


car at Oulton Park, which will be 
fitted with a Novamotor tuned BMW 
engine, which is something of an 
unknown quantity. In a Novamotor 


Toyota powered March will be | 


‘former Super Vee champion Chris 
Barnett who’s showing good form 
this year. 


Still to show form, but having 


attracted a lot of attention so far, is 
the Leyland Dolomite sprint engine. 
This will be slotted in the back of 


‘Tony Dron’s Unipart March and: 


Claude Cucci’s Supernova which 
showed so much promise in its debut 
at Silverstone recently. Also due to 
be debuting at this meeting is the 
Ockley Team Racing’s new Ralt 
‘which will be driven by young ex-F V 
champion Ian Flux and the new 


‘Dastle in the hands of seasoned . 


‘campaigner Barrie Maskell. Mike 
ell is due to have his first drive in 


the Ehrlich while John Stokes is due’ 


to drive the car he entered earlier for 
Stephen South. Doug Bassett, the 


former FF ace who has not had too . 


much lugk in F3, will be trying again 
in his updated GRD while the 
Silverstone brothers, Ken and Phil, 
and 'Mike Wrigley make up the 
entry. 

There is an enormous entry for the 
. Townsend Thoresen FF champion- 
ship round which will necessitate 
two heats and final. The competition 
looks tough with the likes of Rick 
Morris, Mike Blanchet, John Bright, 
Derek Daly, Trevor van Rooyen, 


Matthew Argenti and Rod Bremner | 


all entered. 


The BARC (NW) Centre’s meeting. 


‘also feature the opening round of the 
HQ’s Britax production saloon car 
championship. The prod saloon 
races seen so far this indicate a much 
‘more competitive scene than for 
_many years with little to choose 


“between the Capris, BMWs, Opels 


10 


. front runner. 


and Dolomites in the big class. The 
other classes feature Vauxhall Mag- 
nums, Toyota Celica GTs, Mazda 
RX3s, Hillman Avengers, a Simca 
Rally, a Lada 1200, a Moskvich and a 
Ford Popular. Variety, they say, is 
the spice of racing these days, and 
it’s certainly in evidence here. 

The Club’s special saloon race has 
acapacity entry, so much so that the 
Oulton Park favourite, Roy Yates’ 
Ford Zodiac, has been relegated to a 
reserve. 

No less than 11 Mallock U2s 
dominate the Oceanair Clubman’s B 
sport entry and there’s little to- 
choose between Alex Ferrada, Nick 
Scott and the Farthing brothers for 
outright honours. 

To close the varied programmeis a 
historic sports car race with lots of 
lovely classic racing cars entered. 

Oulton Park is near Tarporley in. 


. Cheshire and racing starts at 2 pm. 


SNETTERTON 


Following last Sunday’s opening of 
the new Shellsport 5000 champion-. 
ship at Mallory Park last weekend 
the Formula already has a confirmed 
following. The first event showed 
that a large variety of cars could be 
mixed successfully and that the 
racing could be good. Snetterton’s 
season opener has the second round 
of the new championship as its main 


event of a big programme. 


Mallory winner David Purley must 
start as favourite, his Lec Chevron 
looking immaculate and very fast 


‘but watch out for Damien Magee. 


His similarly Ford V6 powered was 
in all sorts of handling problems at 
Mallory but the tenacious Irishman: 
was not far behind Purley. If they get 


‘it sorted out this week there could be 


one hell of a battle. Also coming 
from the ex-F5000 camp is John 
Cannon in the Richard Oaten John / 
Lane Chevvy V8 March which 
should be well suited to the slightly 
quicker Snetterton track. Hot news 
from the F1 side of the confrontation 
is that Richard Scott will drive the 
Team PR Reilly Shadow which 
appeared at Mallory but didn’t leave 
the transporter. Scott showed his 


talents in the opening round in the 


Dicksons of Perth Modus — with 


‘some real power under his foot this 


time he could give everyone 


something to think about. Brian . 


Maguire too should be out in his 
Williams and is expected to be a 
Divina Galica 
impressed everyone with her han- 
dling of the Shellsport Surtees last 


Starring at Snetterton n Sunday will be Da id Purley’ 's Chevron and D mien Ma ee’ March. 


week and she should find life even 


easier at Snetterton, a circuit more 


suited to the car. 

Challenging this lot will be Val 
Musetti’s very rapid F2 powered 
March and possibly Ted Wentz in 
Brian Lewis’ Atlantic Powered 
Boxer. 

Sunday’s programme opens witha 
round of the Sytner of Nottingham 
Clubman’s sports car championship. 
Again this is turning out to be hotly 
contested with plenty of well driven, 
very fast and nicely presented tars 
filling the grids. Nick Adams, 
Creighton Bown, Vernon Davies, 
Malcolm Jackson, Chris Greville 
Smith, Ruari Gillies, Sid Marler, 
Peter Cooke and Steve Russell are 
just a few of the top line entries for 
this round. 

The Renault 5 Challenge gets 


underway for another year of door’ 


handling and panel bashing with a 


good entry. Familiar names like 


Stuart McCrudden, Mick Hill, and 


. Keith Collier being joined by such 


people as Barrie Williams and our 
own Chris Witty. 
Chris Meek heads the entry for the 


Biba Cosmetics Prodsports race 
which has a capacity entry featuring: 


no less than 11 different makes of car 
and of course Biba Cosmetics girl 
Valli. : 

With Tiff Needell not getting 
beyond the startline of the APG 
FF2000 race at Mallory he’ll be more 
determined than ever to sort ever- 
yone out this time. The opposition is 
tough in this:now very entertaining 


‘category with the likes of Bob Jarvis, 


Ian Taylor, David MacPherson, 


Richard Piper, Bernard Vermilio,* 


Mallory winner Geoff Friswell and 
Roger Orgee among the strong 
entry. 

The Leyland Mini 1275 Challenge 
gets underway sponsored by Mar- 
shalis (Cambridge) Ltd with 16 cars 
entered for the first round. Predict- 
ing winners at this stage is a fools 


- hobby but, dare we say it, Peter Jopp 


must be a strong contender in his 


‘Henleys/Evening Standard car. 


Practice for the G8 cars is on 
Saturday while the heats and final of 
the Dunlop FF Novices series also 
take place that day. Obviously a man 
to be watched very closley is Win- 
field Racing School scholarship 
winner David Lang, who was so 
impressive at Mallory, but there’s 
another 50 men who will also be 
trying to make their name. Can you 
spot a champion? 

Snetterton is on the main Norwich 
to London All road a few miles north 
of Thetford. Saturday’s programme 


a Sa 


starts at 12.30 with the first G8 


“practice while racing on Sunday 


‘begins at 2 pm. 


_ SILVERSTONE 


The BARC HQ move to Silverstone 
this Sunday for the first of their 
“away” fixtures. As usual the pro- 
gramme is packed with champion- 
ship events and this time there are 
no less than six point scoring races 
for a wide variety of cars. 

The DJM Records FF series 
opened the season of this cut and 
thrust racing in typical hairy For- 
mula Ford style. As usual there are 
some 70 entries which will be 
whittled. down to just 30 for the 
actual race on Sunday, the rest 
having a consolation event at the 
end of the day. Providing they 
survive Oulton Park the previous 
day the likes of Derek Daly, Mike 
Blanchet, Rick Morris and Rod 
Bremner will be returning for more 
madness along with local hero Jim 
Walsh, Derek Warwick, Geoff 
Smailes and Rad Dougall. The last 
Silverstone FF race finished with 
three cars crossing the line together; 
any bets on four and Sidney Offord 
having a heart attack this week? 

Modsports racing is very good 
these days and it seems to have 
thrown up an exciting new talent in 
the shape of Jonathan Palmer, who 
left everyone standing in the first 
race with his Marcos. His opposition 
this time will come from Dave 
Bettinson’s Lotus 7, John Cooper’s 
Porsche Carrera, Jon Fletcher’s 
Elan, Richard Scantlebury’s E Type, 
Robin Gary’s Morgan and Ed Ste- 
phen’s TVR Tuscan. 

The Britax production saloon car 
entry is the same as for Oulton the 
previous day and are guaranteed to 
provide “‘a typical Silverstone finish” 
with numerous cars crossing the line 
all at once. 

The Forward Trust Special Saloon 
race sees the return of Tony Straw- 
son in his big Capri which will have 
the fleet Escorts of Tony Sugden and 
Tony Dickinson in the big class race. 
In the up to 1000 cc event John 
Homewood, Andy Holloway, Brian 
Prebble and Geoff Farmer should 
provide a really big battle among the 
Imp dominated entry. 

Completing the entry is a round of 
the European SuperVee champion- 
ship with Ron Grant, John Morrison 
and Peter White heading the entry 
list. , 


Adding to the interest of the 
meeting will be the usual APG 
Driver of the Day award and the 
second round of the Jaybrand 
County League. Oxfordshire and 
Northamptonshire are currently, tied 
at the top of the table but it’s a close 
thing behind. The FF and Special 
Saloon races count this time around 
so it could all be changed by Sunday 
night. 

Silverstone is on the 
Towcester-Brackley road in North- 
amptonshire and a bus service will 
again run from Northampton leay- 
ing at 1.15. Racing itself begins at 
2.50 pm. 


LYDDEN 


That very pleasant venue at Lydden, 
just off the A2 near Dover, opens its 
racing season on Sunday with a 
West Essex CC meeting featuring 
races for Formula Ford, Four, Vee, 
. 750 and 1300 cars plus three classes 
of Special Saloons and two libre 
races. ‘ 
Racing starts at 2 pm. 
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The winning Martini-Porsche ran almost faultlessly throughout to take the flag by a six-lap margin. 


G5 CHAMPIONSHIP — ROUND ONE 
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MARTINA R ATMO 


Porsche uber alles 


Story and photographs by BOB CONSTANDUROS 


As Jochen Mass climbed into the sleek Group 5 Martini Porsche Turbo for the last stint at the 
Mugello Six Hours Silhouette Formula race last Sunday, Jacky Ickx, bound for the airport, 
mentioned that a win in this race would make him the most successful long distance driver 
ever. Mass made no mistakes and gave Ickx his title. Having led for all but a few minutes of 
the race — when the car got a puncture at the two-hour mark — the Martini Porsche crossed 
the line with a healthy lead of a number of laps. Why a number? Because the second placed 
Schnitzer 3.5 BMW CSL, driven at the time by Brian Redman, lost its oil pressure in the closing 
minutes, and on its very last lap, admittedly a couple behind the Porsche, the engine let go, 
and Brian freewheeled to a frustrating halt. “If it had been a flat circuit, I would have finished 
second,” said the most unlucky driver of the day. Instead then, the other proper G5 Porsche 
Turbo, built and scarcely tested by Erwin Kremer and driven by Hans Heyer/Bob Wollek, 
came in second after problems with the driveshafts, six laps down on the winner. The rest 
were all some way off, although various Porsches filled the first seven places. 

It wasn’t a great start to the Silhouette World Championship for Makes, the main 
participation being from BMW (with three works-built cars) and the two Porsches. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


The first race for a new Formula is always one 
that takes place with trepidation. Will anyone 
turn up? What will the cars be like? Will 
manufacturers support it? Or will it die on its back 
— let alone its feet? In the case of the new 
Silhouette Formula, or Group 5, or World 
Championship for Makes, there was always the 
question of that other formula, the sports car 
series. Would the two be able to survive together? 

So in the centre of Italy last weekend, the world 
saw the debut of this new formula. And even in the 
wilds of Mugello — not the world’s most 
cosmopolitan setting, where BMW and Porsche 
would sell many cars — the motor racing world 


must have taken heart. Even if the flavour was. 


distinctly “Deutchland uber alles,” it was a very 
solid few cars at the head of the entry list. Two 
factories had made considerable effort to be well 
represented. BMW had built a prototype for the 
formula, and from this car and their 1975 IMSA 
cars they had produced three “customer cars” 
which were to be works-built, but ultimately to be 
run by separate teams. Porsche, on their part, built 
over 20 Group 4 3.0 Porsche Turbos, and have 
since released their own Group 5 machine, as 
described in AUTOSPORT last week. Naturally, it 
was not a full house of Group 4 cars, but there 
were five of the Porsche Turbos. 

In the next two days, little of consequence was 
to happen, although practice unfolded in an 
interesting way. There were two sessions of 
practice, both on the Saturday, and both of 1% 
hours duration, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon. Although the previous days had been 
warm, Saturday dawned rather colder with a little 
drizzie coming from clouds shrouding the hills 
north of the circuit. With a slight let-up half way 
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through the first session, the track got somewhere 


-near dry on the racing line, but then down came 


the rain again, and up went the times. But there 
were no such problems in the afternoon.: The 
slightly damp track soon dried, and some hard and 
fast testing got under way, even though it was 
rather cool. 

However, the story was the same on both 
occasions: the works Martini Porsche, to be driven 
by Jacky Ickx and Jochen Mass, was quickest. The 
car was virtually as described in last week’s issue, 
but with one big exception: it*had a totally new 
nose section. This basically removed the lights 
from sticking up on each wing to a position inside 
the front spoiler, and thus gave a clean airflow 
over the section and allowed Mass to approach 300 
kph over the long straight which is the basis for 
the pits and circuit at Mugello. In the wet practice, 
Mass used the dry period to nip out and be the only 
man to duck under the two minute barrier during 
the morning, and his nearest rival, Sam‘ Posey in 
the Alpina Faltz BMW, was over five seconds 
away. : 

Then in the afternoon, when the car’s future 
neighbour got rather too close for comfort>Ickx 
went out during the last half hour of practice and 
pulled a lm 55.28s out of the bag, and observers 
still wondered if he or the car were really being 
extended. With a couple of drivers more used to 
quick, twitchy formula cars, and with the slight 
worries of a turbocharged car around this twisty 
track, we were seeing a truly remarkable car in 
action. In its Martini colours, and with neat fuel 
burning brightly behind it whenever it overran 
into a corner, it made a spectacular sight, 
especially when its drivers were pressing on. - 

Dunlop, who were providing rubber for the car, 
had basically been running it on fairly hard 
compound race tyres. They found some wets for 
its 19 ins wheels, but when that other car got too 


close, they wheeled out some neat rubber to take 
it to its quick lap. Mass didn’t drive in the 
afternoon session at all; it was all Ickx’s work. 

The man who came a bit too close to the works 
car for comfort was Bob Wollek. With Hans 
Heyer, the German touring car ace, Wollek was 
driving an almost untested Porsche Turbo, similar 
in most ways to the works car. It was entered and 
built by Erwin Kremer’s team in only seven weeks 
from basic ideas from the works, but ran on 16 ins 
wheels instead of the works’ 19 ins. It had the 
same 2.8-litre engine, turbocharged, but its bhp 
was unmeasured; the Kremers’ brake goes up to 
500, but the engine goes further. After sorting out 
the mixture and turbocharging problems, plus the 
handling, the car really flew for the Frenchman, 
who set a 1m 57.53s, while Heyer was equally 
enthusiastic about the car, positively ecstatic 
about the handling. It was Wollek’s time which 
prompted Ickx to go out and pull out 2s over the 
Kremer car, but it was still a magnificent showing 
for this unsponsored equipe. 

And those two Porsches were the only ones to 
break two minutes. 

The next three cars were all works-built BMWs, 
covered by just under two seconds. Basically the 
cars were all the same. All 3.5 CSLs, they were 
based on Group 2 cars, which then developed into 
IMSA cars, and which then became G5. As Jochen 
Neerpash explained, there wasn’t very much left 
of the original production car, but at least they 
bore a relation to it, and that’s what the formula is 
all about. He went on to say that BMW’s 
involvement at this stage isn’t very important, 
apart from giving the series some importance. 
What he’s really doing is laying down a basis and 
supporting the formula so that it might become a 
big arena of competition for production car 
manufacturers, a sort of World Championship of 
Manufacturers where at least the basis of their 
cars would be on show. In this way, he’s looking 
for participation from Renault, Opel, Jaguar and 
the like in the years to come, but meanwhile, he’s 
weighed in with support for three cars. 

All three were built at Munich under Martin 
Braunngart, the chief engineer at Motor Sport 
GmbH with various mechanics from the three 
different sponsoring teams. These are Hermetite, 
Alpina Faltz and Schnitzer. They were also 
developed from a factory-built prototype which 
ran recently driven by Ronnie Peterson and 
Gunnar Nilsson. With some modifications, the 
cars appeared weighing 1070 kilos (they can get 
down to 970 but lightweight doors hadn’t arrived) 
with identical 3.5-litre engines using specialist 
parts developing around 470 bhp. All the cars were 
new, completed on the Thursday before the race, 
although the Hermetite car had its Daytona shell, 
as did Alpina. 

In the pre-practice sessions, all three cars had 
problems with the exhaust pipes braking up which 
was also said to be a partial cause to an inherent 
misfire which plagued all three cars. However, the 


. pipes were strengthened for official practice, to 


some effect, and various tweaks throughout by 
BMW engineers somehow lost the misfire 
somewhere, although no-one could be specific the 
tweaks were not confined to one area. 
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Fastest of the eight drivers was Brian Redman, 
once again in a BMW, who described the cars as 
being most enjoyable to drive, although quite 
heavy and requiring some skill as they weren’t 
quick to react. His 2m 00.55s in the Sehnitzer car 
(managed by one of the younger brothers, 
Charlie) was a tremendous effort, more than three 
seconds quicker than his co-drivers, Dieter 
Quester / Albrecht Krebs. The team had been 
troubled by the substantial front spoiler rubbing 
on the ground, and also the exhaust problem, but 

-once Brian had -got it sorted in the handling 
department, and with the exhausts strengthened, 
he had few problems, although the time was set on 
sticky Goodyears which would not be used for the 
race, j 

Alongside him on the 2-2 grid for the rolling 
start was the Hermitite/Black & Decker spon-, 
sored model for John Fitzpatrick and Tom 
Walkinshaw, third driver Holman Blackburn 
having to stay home for family reasons. Fitz was 
just 0.95s slower than the most famous ex-patriot 
British racing driver, and it was interesting to see 
the second most famous ex-patriot alongside 
Redman. The Hermetite car seemed to be 
healthier than the other BeeEms, but the exhausts 
were still breaking up, and after Walkinshaw had 
scrubbed race tyres, he picked up a large puncture 
and that finished it for the day. However, he was 
the fourth quickest of the eight drivers. The 
Hermetite car had been built up, and was tended 
by Tivvy Shenton’s Spec-Fab, C and S business, 
with Tivvy overseeing the operation with 

Hermetite’s Harry Werrel. 

’ One row back was the third BMW, this one 
sponsored by Alpina Faltz. Fastest of three drivers 
was Harald Grohs on 2m 2.45s; Sam Posey had 
been very quick in the wet session, but didn’t drive 
again in the dry one. The car had the usual BMW 

‘problems as described, but benefited from some of 
the money put in by third driver Hughes de 
Fierlandt of Belgium, who was unfortunately 
slowest on 2m 6.90s. However, by putting in two 
laps after official practice was over, the Belgian 
got himself banned from the race altogether, so it 
was down to Grohs and Posey. % 

The rest of the quick boys were almost totally 
confined to Porsche Carrera Turbos, either in G4 
or scarcely changed G5 trim. The fastest of these, 
over a second down on the BMW, were the two 
Group 4 Turbos of George Loos, the fastest being 

_Rolf Stommelen teamed with Tim Schenken in a 
normal coloured Loos car, while the second 
Carrera, that of Toine Hezemans/Clemens 
Schickentanz, was in Tebernum colours. Schen- 
ken pointed out the difference over the last year’s 
G4 Carreras, in that the Turbos had 120bhp more 
but weighed 200 kilos more as well. Coupled with 
smaller tyres as per the regs, he reckoned that 
with the turbo variable, the cars were actually 
more difficult to drive, although he was only able 
to put in seven laps in the two days. Stommelen 
was the quickest Loos driver on 2m 3.65s. 

Schenken, .not surprisingly, was two seconds 
slower, W.uile Hezemans was quicker than 
Schickentanz on 2m 4.82s to 2m 6.32s. 

The rest were all at least ten seconds down on 
the fastest Porsche, and were obviously hoping for 
retirements. First of these, yet eighth on the grid, 


Both Porsche Turbos led from the flag staving off an early challenge from the Schnitzer BMW (centre). 


Spectacular over-run exhaust emissions from the 
Turbos. Second placed Heger/ Wollek car 
pictured. 


was the Jolly Club Turbo of “Bianco,” Giorgio 
Schon and “Gargano.” Schon put in a 2m 6.93s but. 
his partners were six and eleven seconds adrift 
respectively, so it was something of a one-man 
effort. Leo Kinnunen’s case was rather the same. 
While he put in a 2m 8.15s, the owner of the 
Porsche Turbo he was driving, Egon Evertz, could 
only manage a time 5s slower. 

After his rather disastrous fire, Carlo Facetti 
was seconded into a Jolly Club Lancia Stratos 
which until then was to be driven by Gianfranco 
Ricci and Emilio Paleari. But once Facetti was in 
the car, they were in the ball park, and he qualified 
it eleventh on 2m 9.17s, although his co-drivers 
were some 4s away. Their’s was the first 2- to 
3-litre car in any group. Next came the first up to 
2-litre car, the Scuderia Vesuvio Escort, put on the 
position by F2 driver Cosimo Turizio at 2m 11.20s, 
with Carlo Giorgio less than a second slower and 
the third man well down. Kurt Simmonsen/Ken- 
neth Leim (Porsche Carrera) were next, with 
another old-style Escort following, the time set by 
Martino Finotto, whose co-drivers were very slow. 
After Lella Lombardi in a 3.0 Porsche entered by 
Michele di Gioia, with more co-drivers’ who 
weren’t very quick, next was Finotto in his own 


‘Escort 2 in Group 5 trim with an engine of 


Cosworth parts but built in Italy. He set a 2m 
15.13s, although Renzo Zorzi wasn’t much slower. 

The only entries of interest after that were two 
Camaros, entered by Reine Wisell, but with their 
origins in Stuart Graham’s Nantwich garage. The 
quickest was Graham’s TT car with 5.7 engine, 
which he would share with Wisell. The cars 
weren’t ideally suited to the circuit, for there were 
lots of twists and turns, and thus the brakes were 
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- Kinnunen, 


going to be well taxed. But that wasn’t the only 
problem which Ted Grace, Graham’s mechanic, 
had to contend with. The car suddenly started 
eating power steering units, one in the morning 
and one in the afternoon, although the second one 
was put right to use in the race. Graham was 
quickest on 2m 15.58s, but Wisell wasn’t far 
behind. The third driver was none other than 
Arturo Merzario, not quite used to big American 
cars (although he did drive one at Daytona), but 
not quite so quick after limited practice. 

The other Camaro — both were in Zip-Up 
colours, an instant scaffolding manufacturer — 
was a former Fabergé show car, sold to Sweden 
and running around on the road until recently. It 
was very Gl, and both cars needed working on 
considerably to get into racing trim. Graham was 
again the quickest, although both Wisell and Rune 
Tobiasson were close up; Merzario wasn’t in the 
race in this instance, he only practised in the wet 
session. : 

The rest of the 24-strong field were Escorts of 
varying ages, a BMW 2002 Tii, an Alpine — all 
kinds of rather uncompetitive machinery, at least 
when it comes to the World Championship of 
Makes. It was easy to see why Jochen Neerspasch 
wanted to introduce a little class, if only to 
compensate for the end-of-field tat. 


RACE 


ph Rete 
By the time the race got under way, nearly 55 
minutes late, the sun was high in the sky, and 
although it couldn’t exactly have been called 
scorching, it certainly wasn’t as cold as the 
previous day. But there weren’t going to be any 
problems about hot tyres... 

From the rolling start, the two Porsche Turbos 
powered down the long main straight to the first 
corner, and there was one of the BMWs trying to 
sneak between the two. But however good its 
start may have been, by the time the cars had 
completed a lap the Martini Porsche, driven by 
Mass, was in the lead, with about 200 yards to the 
second Turbo of Wollek and then the BMWs in 
the order Schnitzer-Hermetite-Alpina Faltz, then 
the first of the G5 customer Porsches, the 
Schenken/Stommelen car. Next came the 
Hezemans/Schickentanz model, then Schon, 
Reinhold Jost (another Porsche 
Carrera, formerly driven on the hills by co-driver 
Willi Bartels), and the Stratos of Facetti. 

The two special Porsches gradually pulled out an 
advantage over the BMWs, which slowly 
developed their procession into a bit of a dice, but 
finally the Hermetite car broke away. Early pit 
visitors were Jost and Schon, the latter for good. 
The gearbox which wouldn’t select any gears, 
and after a promising practice session, they were 
out. Jost had a punctured tyre which was soon 
changed. At the same time, after only five laps, 
Mass was into the backmarkers and lapping. 

By the 10-lap mark, the pattern was beginning 
to be set, with the works Porsche about 15s away 
from the Kremer one, then a 20s gap to the 
Hermetite BMW, another 5s to the other two 
BMWs together, and then half a minute to the 
Loos Porsches, .also running together. At just 
about this time, Hezemans took the lead of the 
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Loos cars, and Posey put the Alpina BMW ahead 


of the Schnitzer car, But this wasn’t very . 


significant, although their seed: made the race 
interesting. 

By the time the first hour was through, and 
only the Camaros had stopped, there were just 
four cars on the same lap. The Martini Porsche 
had 18s on the Kremer model, both cars running 
fine and the Kremer one hanging on well. The 
Martini car was always meant to be around 3s a 
lap quicker than the BMWs, and so it was 
running at around 2m with a quickest of 1m 59.7s. 
Fitzpatrick was the first BMW, 76s down on the 
Kremer car, then a further 29s away was the 
Schnitzer BMW, and the Alpina car was now 
lapped. 

In this second hour, a number of events took 
place which seriously affected the order. The 
main protagonist affected was Posey’s BMW, 
which came into the’pits for refuelling, and was 
duly filled up; but the weight of the fuel opened a 
tiny seepage in the fuel tank into a sizeable leak. 
Although the car went out, it was soon called in 
again to have the split rectified. Posey had earlier 
spun for no accountable reason, and although the 
car was undamaged, he believes that the split had 
been there since the start of the race. It was 
caused by bottoming as the cars are set up very 
low, but anyway, it took an hour to fix, and by 
the second hour, the Alpina car was well down 
the field. The Schnitzer car was also in a little 
trouble, with the exhaust rubbing again, and this 
took a while to sort too; so behind the two 
Porsche Turbos and the Hermetite BMW came 
the Loos Porsche of Hezemans/Schickentanz, 
and the Schhitzer BMW, which was fixed fairly 
rapidly. Next was the other Loos Porsche, a lap 
up on the Kinnunen/Evertz Carrera in which 
Evertz had dropped back after Kinnunen had 
caught up the Loos Porsches in the early stages. 
The Jost/Barth/Bartels Carrera came next before 
a rather slow Jolly Club car, with the Stratos, 
now out of Facetti’s hands, just outside the top 
ten. 

The Martini car had bettered its fastest lap to 
1m 58.7s and seemed to be running like a train, as 
was the Kremer car. It really came to the point 
when one wondered whether, if everyone lasted, 
there would be one hell of a run to the line — 
especially as the Martini Porsche had a puncture 
on the two-hour mark, and the Kremer car 
caught up to lead for a few laps. 

Also in the second hour, the Camaros both 
came to a halt within a lap of one another. 
Completing 50 laps was.the Group 2 car, halted 
when the belt came off the power steering; its 
race was run, especially as there was, by this 
stage, a definite shortage of power steering parts. 
Merzario had been running in the G1 car and 
astounded onlookers by outbraking the Stratos 
into some bends, but as Graham remarked, you 
can do that, but only for a couple of laps. When 
Rune Tobiasson took over, there was a definite 
lack of centre pedal pressure, which finally. 
resolved itself when he ran out of brakes: 
completely and reversed into the catch fencing;, 
lightly, but his race was run, too. However, the: 
drivers had enjoyed the exercise and looked: 
forward to Monza’s G2 round. 

Any hopes of a needle match were resolved in 
the third hour, for as the Martini car sped on, so 


the Kremer car headed for the pits. A driveshaft © 


rubber seal had broken up on the left rear wheel, 
allowing the grease to run out and necessitating a 
change of shaft. The Kremer team did the job 
quickly, in seven minutes, but that’s over two 


laps. So at the end of three hours, the Martini. 


Porsche had over a lap to the Hermetite car, 
which had changed understeer for oversteer 
during the day, and it made a spectacular sight as 
the car powered through the slower corners. Now 


two laps down was the second BMW, that of: 


Quester/Krebs/Redman, after its earlier prob- 
lems now running fine. The Kremer Porsche was 
left now in fourth position, another lap away, on 
the same lap as the Schenken/Schickentanz Loos 
Porsche and the Kinnunen/Evertz, Carrera. The 
Loos car was the only remaining one in the team, 
for after running in fourth position, the axle 
which carries the turbocharger blades had 
sheared on the Hezemans/Schickentanz car, and 
that was that. Jost/Barth/Bartels and Leim/Si- 
monsen were next in their Carreras, before the 


Stratos, which completed the top ten. A 2002 Tii- 


and an Escort were next, after Finotti’s Escort 2 
had lost all its water from the gauge connection 
and overheated. 

Although it can’t be said that the racing was 
anything near close, there was action aplenty in 
the pits to keep interest high. and two of the top 
five were to be casualties before the fourth hour 
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The Alpina and Schnitzer BMW’s diced spiritedly during the opening laps. The Schnitzer car was‘denied 


second place on the final lap. 


was up. Fitzpatrick, in the Hermetite BMW, 
running second, felt tremendous vibration during 
his session and quickly pitted. It was a vibration 
that the team had experienced before. The 
crankshaft damper had broken up, but by pitting 
quickly Fitz saved some of the components 


damaged when the same thing occured at 


Daytona. And while the car was sitting in the pits 
with the new damper being fitted, a 20-minute 
job, an ominous drip appeared from the rear end. 
It was another split petrol tank from constant 
bottoming. Although it was a mere seep the team 
had to raise the rear ride height, which took a 
while, and it was 42 minutes later when the car 
took to the track again. 

Despite a problem with leaking wheel rims 
which meant softening tyres and necessitated 
constant changing of rubber, the Martini Porsche 
charged on. In second now was the Schnitzer 
BMW of Quester/Krebs/Redman, admittedly 
some three laps behind the “train,” while the 
Kremer Prosche was just a lap behind Kremer’s 
Porsche, and then came the Jost and Leim 
Carreras. What of the second Loos turbo which 
had been running fifth? When the team were 
changing wheels, a nut cross threaded and by the 
time they’d taken off the nut, replaced the hub, 15 
minutes had elapsed, so Schenken and Stomme- 
len were down in eighth. Missing altogether from 
the top was the Jolly Club Stratos. After Facetti 
had shown that it is both a rally and race car, one 
of his co-drivers, Paleari, ran over a kerb and 
holed the sump. 


In the fifth hour, it was really aon to whether 
the Kremer Porsche could get up to second, and 
sure enough it did — for a few laps. Then it all 
went wrong with the driveshaft rubber again, and 
the same driveshaft had to be replaced. So all the 
way down the field, there were equally spaced 
cars, not exactly a race. The Martini Porsche had 
three laps over the Schnitzer BMW, which in turn 
had four laps over the Kremer Porsche. That was 
three laps ahead of the Evertz Porsche, running 
very smoothly now, which in turn was two laps in 
front of the Jost Carrera, That had three laps over 
the similar Leim car. Hermetite’s BMW was up to 


tenth, while the Alpina car was twelfth, but there: 


were only fourteen runners. 


In the last 59 minutes, only two problems really 


afflicted the runners. First, when Ickx came in to 
hand over finally to Mass, he reported, as Norbert 
Singer, Porsche's chief engineer said, “‘a strange 
noise from the back.” It caused much discussion 
but not very much analysis, and Singer said that 
they’d see, if they didn’t finish. The noise remains 
a mystery at this stage, but it certainly didn’t hold 
up Mass, who powered ever onward. The other 
problem was on the Hermetite car. During the 


closing stages, the car would cut out on the long © 


left-hander before the pits and fuel warning lights 
would come on. But when the driver .pitted, the 
car only needed five gallons, and out they’d go 
again. The team struggled on to the finish in this 
way, overtaking an Escort on the way to finish 
eighth; eventually the problem was analysed as 
being a faulty fuel pump from the collector, but 
they were naturally glad to finish. 

Then, in the final minutes of the race, Redman 
brought the second placed BMW past the pits. 
The oil pressure had taken a dive to 7lbs, and he 
had to decide whether to pit or continue and try 
and finish. In the ten seconds he had to make up 
his mind, he plumped for the race, and continued. 
At the next bend, a rod came through the side. 
Amid smoke and nasty noises, he managed to get 
around one side of Mugello’s valley, but not up the 
other, and the Schnitzer car died a kilometre from 
home. It meant a non-classification as it was on 
time rather than distance on which results were 
calculated, and a Porsche 1-7. As Charlie Schnitzer 
summed up: “It’s terrible when Schnitzer do long 
distance races. . .” 


Six Hours of Mugello 
World Championship for Makes, round one 
Mugello, Italy, March 21 


1, Jochen Eto tp 5 (2.8 Porsche 935 Turbo)’, “174 laps. 


912. 63 kms, 151.72 k 
a Bey Wollek / Hans ith (2.8 Porsche Carrera Turbo RSR), 168 


.% 3 = Evertz/Leo Kinnunen (3.0 Porsche Carrera Turbo RSR), 162 


laps; 

4, Rheinhold Jost/Jurgen Barth/Willi Bartels (3.0 Porsche Carrera 
RSR), 161 laps; 

zl Kenneth Leim/Kurt Simonsen (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 157 
aps; 

cRig Schenken / Rolf Stommeien (3.0, Porsche Carrera Turbo RSR), 

laps; 

7, Girolamo Capra/ Angelo Lepri/ Gabriele Gottifradi (3.0 Porsche 
Carrera Turbo RSR), 154 laps; 8, Jéhn Fitzpatrick /Tom Walkinshaw 
(3.5 BMW CSL), 151 laps; 9, Umberto Grano/ Martino Finotto (2.0 


- Ford Escort;, 148 laps*; 10, Harald Grohs/Sam Posey (3.5 BMW 


CSL), 147 laps. 
Fastest lap: Ickx, 1m 58.7s, 159.073 kph. “Class winners. 


BMW mechanics we ta anew w crankshaft pariner to ane. Hermetite c car. 


Antonio Zanini has now established himself totally with a highly professional an [ultra-quick drive in his 
SEAT “taxi.” His chances of the ECR championship now look very good. 


FIRESTONE pSLLY 


SEAT: game, set and match 


By HENRY LIDDON photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


Antonio Zanini again confounded his critics by brilliantly winning the 10th Firestone 
Rally for SEAT; and thus gaining points in his bid for the European Rally 
Championship, which he now jointly leads with Tapio Rainio from Finland. The 
whole SEAT operation and preparation triumphed over theoretically stronger 
entries from three RS 1800 2-litre Escorts from Boreham, crewed by Roger Clark/Jim 
Porter, Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon and John Taylor/ Martin Holmes. These being 
the only other works entries, after the non-appearance of Toyotas for Warmbold and 
Andersson. 


Bilbao, with its highly polluted atmosphere 
from the heavy concentration of industry, will 
never became a tourist’s mecca, however, for the 
rallying fraternity, ‘t is the host town to a superbly 

organised rally, eminently suitable for British 


competitors with a route that is compact and 
frequently uses stages twice or more which allows 
easy servicing and the minimal amount of time for 
practice. Spanish hospitality and a generous prize 
fund are further attractions, in addition to this 


there is an excellent ferry service from South 
ampton direct to Bilbao. the cost of which 
compares very favourably with taking a car from 
London to Scotland by Motorail. 


ENTRY 


The original entry list of 92 competitors was 


sadly depleted to 59 starters. First away, Timo 
Makinen/Henry Liddon, who with Ford’s with- 
drawal from the East African Safari were using 
their somewhat heavy but very strong Safari car, 
complete with extra jacking points, welding, 
mud-grips, wing lamp brackets and some of the 
other paraphernalia which normally adorns cars 
in the African event. Powered by a 235 bhp Brian 
Hart engine, the car had compression struts at the 
front end with four link system and panhard rod 
taking care of the back. The car weighing in at 
over 1000 kilo. 

The next starter at number four was another 
Ford entry for Roger Clark/Jim Porter who were 


. using their actual Monte-Carlo car with a similar 


mechanical specification but with big racing 
wheel arches, the car having recently won the 
Galway Rally with Billy Coleman at the wheel. 
Next was number seven Antonio Zanini/Juan 
Petisco in the first of the SEAT factory-entered 
cars which are basically locally produced Fiat 124 
bodies, fitted with 16-valve engines of similar 
specification to the Abarth Spider. Running on 
carburettors, the engines were developing 195 
bhp, weighing in at 930 kilo. Next, number 
nine; Andrzej Jaroszewicz/Rzyszkowski in one of 
his two ex-works Fiat Spyders, Andrzej hoping 
that this would be probably the last outing for this. 
car with the imminent arrival of a new Lancia 
Stratos! At number ten were Borges/Morais from 
Portugal in their rapid Porsche Carrera RS while 
behind them came the second SEAT Factory entry 
for Salvador Canellas/Daniel Ferrater in a similar 
1430/1800 to Zanini. 

Local heroes Pradera/Bascaran were at 12 in 
their Alpine A110 1800 ahead of the third of the 
Ford entries — John Taylor/Martin Holmes in the 
former’s Haynes of Maidstone RS1800 now fitted 
with Panhard rod and improved brakes since its 
successful Galway outing. The only other entries 
from Britain were Kevin Videan/Peter Rushforth 
in the old Woking service station Datsun 240Z, 
now modified to run on 13in wheels and 
completing the British contingent was Colin 
Grewer/John Forest in the Gladstone Garage 
Group 2 Opel Ascona who had braved the Bay of 
Biscay a few days earlier and were combining a 
small holiday with the Rally. 

Other non-Spanish entries included the suc- 
cessful German crew of W. Schweizer/B. Ostman 
in a group I Opel Kadett GTE, and H. Britth/H. 
Anderson (RS2000) from Sweden. Surprisingly 
this excellent event held so near to the border does 
not attract entries from France . 


A fraught moment Hf Jer Colin Grewer on the infamous Soncillo stage which. fortunately resulted in merely a lost silencer. Twelve crews went off here 
last year on ice. 
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RALLY 


The weather in the days preceeding the start had 
varied from a dramatic gale with accompanying 
snow to warm sunshine on the Friday, when 
the cars and drivers took part in a colourful 
procession before an enthusiastic crowd at a 
newly created leisure complex amidst beautiful 
scenery some 15 kilometres from the polluted 
atmosphere of industrial Bilbao, where millions of 
primroses greeted the first official day of spring. 

Immediately after the start at 5 o’clock in the 
evening came the first special stage of 4.2 
kilometres; although not counting for the rally it 
provided a fine spectacle and British crews figured 
strongly, in fact taking 5 of the first 6 places with 
Makinen fastest on 2.31.5; Pradera on 2.34.0; 
Taylor recording 2.35.7 and Clark clocking 2.37.5. 

The Rally now headed for the first loop of two 

stages attempted twice. With the leading cars all 
using slicks and with threatening rain clouds, the 
choice of tyre was a possible problem. But even on 
the first two tests, there were a number of 
retirements, including the unfortunate John 
Taylor on only his first pace-note rally with an 
expensive blow-up.on the second stage. 
This time a hole in the block continued his sad run 
of engine malfunctions. As the first two stages 
were repeated, the earlier numbers on their 
second lap saw a number of retired cars and 
accidents, including Pradera and Oliveras. In 
addition the ex-works, ex-Sclater, ex-Coleman 
Escort “MEV 36J” driven by Lezama/Abans had a 
high speed excursion, never to be seen again! 

By the end of these four stages, Makinen held a 
slender lead from Zanini who was really beginning 
to put all his local knowledge to very good effect. 
Makinen 33.19; Zanini 33.21; Clark 33.30. Then 
followed another loop of 4 stages where Zanini 
took the lead before an hour’s halt at Ampuero. 
The work’s SEAT drivers had made a determined 
bid for this event, spending 12 days practising and 
consuming two cars in the process; but this was 
proving successful, as on the next group of stages 
Zanini managed to pull out over 2 minutes lead 


from Makinen who was nevertheless driving ° 


brilliantly in one of the best handling-Escorts that 
Boreham have produced. On one of these stages 
alone, Zanini was 32 seconds quicker than Roger 
Clark! (thus indicating the pace of the event) 
Indeed, on the same stage Makinen .had a small 
moment on some loose gravel, slightly denting the 
front wing. fF : 

After Stage 11, Clark retired With a re-occuring 
fault of a blown cylinder head gasket; leaving only 
one Escort to challenge the leading SEATs. As 
dawn broke, light rain fell, with competitors lined 
up for the start of the 18th stage, which was a 
hillclimb at Marina De Castille. With a five minute 
unavoidable delay, some crews found themselves 


‘with the wrong tyres. There then followed a short . 


Kevin Videan drove the entire rally unseen, having-had no time to practice. Sixth overall and first British finisher was thus a fi 


© ta 
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Salvador Canellas would almost certainly have been second but for a,five minute “off” in the closing 
stages. The SEATs belied their looks and modest power output by proving fast, and reliable, while their 


drivers’ practising ensured that they knew virtually every stage well. 


run to Santander for an all-day halt, with the cars 
in parc-ferme on the quayside in the shadow of a 
gigantic supertanker. The order at the halfway 


* halt was:— Zanini (SEAT) Ih 43, 06; Canellas 


(SEAT) lh 43, 48; Makinen (Ford) 1 hr 45, 12; 
Trabado (SEAT) 1 hr 48, 08; truly a SEAT 
sandwich! 

The unique feature of this year’s rally was to be 
six secret stages with their location only being 
revealed at the half-way halt; however, SEAT had 
gone to considerable trouble and had practised 
over all possible roads in the area and had located 
four of the stages, while the other two stages were 
well known local rally roads which had in fact 
been used in last year’s Firestone Rally. This put 
foreign competitors at some considerable disad- 
vantage. 

However the German crew of Schweizer/Ost- 
mann had their own pace-notes in German from 
last year’s event, which they kindly offered to 
Makinen/Liddon who promptly set about trans- 
lating them into English then “Finglish.” 

For convenience of servicing all the first night’s 
‘stages were tarmac, whereas the second half of 


the rally was on loose, the re-start being at 8 


o'clock in the evening from Santander. Competi- 


tors had a 100 kilometre run south to the first of 
the gravel stages, where Makinen, now on A2 
tyres, was fastest by just one second, but the 
SEATs were again quicker on the next two. Then 
followed the longest stage on the rally (Incinillas 
to Soncill) which is 22 kilometres and was one of 
the World Cup Rally stages in 1974, having been 
used often in previous Firestone Rallies. 

It was here that perhaps a lack of a proper 
practice car for the Ford team showed; as Zanini 
took 32 seconds off Makinen on this very fast 
stage, while on the second run, Makinen improved 
his time by 19 seconds, having checked his notes 
at speed on the first run. Incidentally Zanini’s time 
yee quicker than that of Munari in the Stratos in 
1973! 

S6 to another small neutralisation halt at 
Medina before the all important section which 
included the six “secret” (?) stages. The route for 
four of these stages passed twice through the 
small sleepy village of Sanzadornil where Ford 


‘and SEAT set up service arrangements 


ne effort in the big Datsun. 


“15 


Pete Ashcroft carefully checks over Makinen’s engine bay during a Ford service point just before 


Santander. 


reminiscent of Burzet, well known by Monte- 
Carlo rally competitors. 

Again, attempting these two stages twice, some 
crews opted for studded tyres on the second runs. 
through the forest and John Horton of Dunlop 
was delighted when his expensive “Monte-Carlo 
Rally” tyres were used to great effect by Makinen 
to pull back over 50 seconds on Canellas in the 
second works SEAT. During the whole rally, 
Kevin Videan had been driving blind, having had 
mo practice whatsoever and apart from small 
problems whilst changing spark plugs before the 
start, the car was running faultlessly. 

Colin Grewer in his Opel was now up into fifth 


place when problems arose with the clutch cable. . 


Unable to change it in the time available, he 
started stage 14 without the use of his clutch and 
unfortunately jammed the gearbox in second, 
losing nearly three minutes in the process and 
having to complete the remaining four stages and 
the run to the finish in this gear, which dropped 
him to seventh place, but it was still good enough 
for him to win his class, group two and some 
pesetas! ; 

This stage 14, Limpias to Liendo, again tackled 
twice, was rough hard based gravel, and apart 
from Grewer’s misfortune was to prove the 
undoing of Trabado still in fourth place, and the 
‘unfortunate Canellas whose co-driver had been’ 


discussing times with Makinen and was under the 


impression that the SEAT was leading the Ford by 
seven seconds! However, Liddon re-assured him 
by his calculations that it was 13 seconds! The 
stage start marshal allowéd Canellas a two-minute 
delay after the departure of Zanini so there 
would be no dust for the Spaniard, but refused 
similar request from Makinen! Timo’s depar- 


ture from the ascent of the 
Stage was, to say Sensational! And he 
promptly took 25 seconds off Zanini, while the 
luckless Canellas overdid it and went off for five 
minutes, dropping to third piace. Trabado in the 
third SEAT rolled, and was unable to continue. 

There remained one final stage through a 
village appropriately named Alen where the 
RS1800 again narrowed the gap but at the final 
control, the SEAT team were justifiably delighted 
that their weeks of practice, superb organisation 
and planning, not to mention their fleet of 
radio-controlled service cars, had triumphed. For 
their part, the Boreham mechanics were likewise 
happy to have regained second place with an 
extremely well-driven car that had only needed oil 
and petrol throughout the event. 

In contrast to some ‘recent British events, the 
ttiming had been superb, never varying from 
competitors’ stop-watches by moré than a second 
or two. There were in addition no protests, or 


—_ 


‘quibbles to sour the air. 


The organisation headed by D. Barrena was 
excellent, but firm; the prize-giving was short and 
and on time where some magnificent silverware 
was presented before the distribution of ample 
quantitles of food and spanish wines... 


X Rallye Internacional Firestone 


1, A. Zanini/Petisco (SEAT 1430/1800) 3hr 29m 37s; 
2, T. Makinen/H. Liddon (RS1800) 3hr 31m 55s; 

3, S. Canellas/D. Ferrater (SEAT 1430/1800) 3hr 40m 115; 

4, A. Jaroszewisc/R. Zyszkowski (Fiat 124 Spyder) 3hr 46m 11s; 
5, B. Fernandez/M. Brasa (BMW 2002 Tu) 3hr 51m 10s; 

6, K. Videan/P. Rushforth (Datsun 2402) 3hr 54m 31s; 7, C. 
Grewer/J. Forrest (Opel Ascona) 3hr 55m 45s; 8, W. Schweizer/B. 
Ostmann (Opel Kadett GTE) 3rd 56m 44s; 9, J. Zorrilla/B. Kaibel 
(Simca 1200S) 4hr 05m 22s; 10, G. O’Shea/R. Pascual (Simca 
1200S) 4hr 09m 36s. , 

Group one 

1, B. Fernandez/M. Brasa (BMW 2002 Tii) 3hr 51m 10s. 


The Schweizer/Ostmann G1 Kadett GTE tackles the Solarrs Hill-climb with enthusiasm. 


Timo Makinen drove with fire and zest but had to give best to Zanini in the final reckoning. 
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‘Festival of 
action from 
Cheltenham MC 


A calendar change has thankfully 
not meant that the Cheltenham 
Festival, normaily run towatds the 
end of the year, has altered its 
successful format to any great 
degree. The festival, this year form- 
ing the second round of the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship, is 
run as usual by the enthusiastic 
Cheltenham MC and masterminded 
by genial clerk of the course, Tony, 
McMahon. 

Scrutineering takes place tomor- 
row (Friday) between 16.00 and 22.00 
at the Modern Garage, Tremont 
Road, Llandrindod Wells, and rally 
HQ for the weekend will be in the 
nostalgic confines of the Metropole 
Hotel where post-rally party will be 
getting underway on Saturday 
night. This last feature like the event 
itself is increasing its reputation by 
leaps and bounds with the passing of 
the years. As last year, the event will 
be incorporating target timing and 
improved digital stopwatches will be 
used for all stage timing, after initial 
successful experiments were carried 
out last year. 


Where to watch 


The start will be “near Builth 
Wells” at 08.00 on Saturday and will 


Special stage 


finish “near there” at about 18.00. . 


Leading cars are expected back at 
rally HQ by about 18.30. Total 
distance will be in the region of 220 
miles including over 80 miles of 
all-forestry stages. 

It is unfortunately not possible to 
publish elaborate route details 
owing to stipulations from the 
Forestry Commission, but there are 
two spectator stages, Halfway For- 
est and Esgair Dafydd, as last year, 
both of which may be seen a number 
of times and boast some excellent 
vantage points. On Monday, Tony 
McMahon reported to us that the 
‘stages would not be muddy, but 
certainly very slippery as there has 
been no shortage of rain in the 
region lately. Programmes of the 
rally and car parking (at 50p) will be 
available at both spectator stages. 
‘Halfway Forest entrance is situated 
four miles to the east of Landovery 
on the A40 at 160/835328, and cars 
can be seen here from 09.00 and 
again from 13.45, At Esgair Dafydd, 
of television fame, cars will be run at 
30 second intervals and there cars. 
will each be doing two ‘laps’, in effect 
making two stages in one. Time to be 
at Esgair Dafydd is around 17.45, and 
the stage will be started near the top 
of the hill below the hairpins. The 
advertised times at Halfway Forest 
correspond to SSs 4 and 8, while the 
latter refer to SSs 15 and 16. 
Competitors can also be seen 
throughout the day at the Castle 
Hotel, Landovery, where there will 
be a main control and service area. 


Cars and drivers 


’ The entry list gives cause for some 
genuine enthusiasm as it is strong 
both on talent and in depth; the sole 
last-minute disappointment being 
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the withdrawal of Will Sparrow’s 
DTV Magnum on account of the 
shortage of time in which to prepare 
his new car for the Circuit of Ireland. 
Will, however, is coming to compete 
— ina G1 Chevette! Leading the field 
away will be Colin Malkin/John 
Foden in Del Lines’ Bernie Inns- 
sponsored Porsche Carrera. This 
week the car’s suspension is being 
stiffened considerably by the fitment 
of ‘Safari’ torsion bars and the rear 
valance is being replaced following 
the fire on the Southwest Stages. 
Making up the third of three Porches 
in the top ten is that of Jan Churchill, 
who on account of financial 
straits has not had many outings 
of late. It seems that he has now 
found a would-be sponsor for British 
national events (although he would 
undoubtedly prefer.to concentrate 
on tarmac rallies in Europe and Eire) 
so the Cheltenham is very much a 
trial event for him — both to assess 
his and the car’s performance on the 
loose as well as to allow the sponsor 
to see for himself the bonuses of 
‘promotional rallying at first hand. 


Laurie Richards is expected to 
make his debut with the new Cen-: 


tury Oils/Lloyds RS1800 and Chris 
Lord will be debuting his new 


Coburn-built Elgam Organs Gl. 


Magnum. A last-minute entry has 
also been received from British 
Leyland; a G1 Dolomite Sprint for 
Pat Ryan — this presumably to give 
Pat some practice in the car before 
the Welsh; as it is expected that he 
will take over Tony Pond’s car when 
the two front runners are driving 
TR7s. Terry Kaby will also have his 


Dolomite sprint out again and the 


G1 class is further augmented by the 
reappearance of Paul Appleby, Ber- 
nard Banning, Chris Field, Peter 
Clarke, etc. Other interesting entries 
include Mike Rawson who is 
expected to go well in the Stockshill 
Garages Opel Kadett. 


With a sound organization bent on 
the pursuit of pleasure, both by day 
and night, plus an entry list such as 
this — how can the Cheltenham 
Festival be anything but a great 
success? 


“Free holiday” for the CSI? 


Last week the Ulster Automobile 
Club, who organise the Circuit of 
Ireland, received a peremptory 
telegram in Belfast from the CSI in 
Paris requesting them to book two 
first class return air tickets to Paris, 
first class accommodation and 
provide a fully-fuelled .car plus 
driver, as two observers were 
preparing to jet in over Easter to 
take a look at the Circuit. Clerk of 
the Course Peter Allen was just able 
to réstrain himself from replying in a 
less than amiable vein and,“instead 
we have just acknowledged their 
letter and asked them to make 
available to us the contents of Mauri 
Lindell’s report” (Lindell, the mas- 
termind behind the 1000 Lakes, was 
CSI observer last year and allegedly 
submitted a highly favourable 
report) — “If they agree then we will 
consider our next move. If the report 
is.as we have been led to believe, I 


can see little point in footing the bill 
for a free holiday for two CSI° 


officials.” 


One can understand his senti- 
ments, and the full story goes back 


to last year when Mauri came over 


as a guest of the UAC in his capacity 
as CSI observer. His visit- allegedly 
cost UAC £700 and Lindell duly filed 
his report with the CSI which then 
evidently went unnoticed until very 


Top entries ... 


recently, for the UAC had not even 
been informed asto their ECR coeffi- 
cient for this year until last week. 


Despite Lindell’s recommendations 
for upgrading to immediate Coeff 3 
and special consideration for Coeff 4, 
it appears that nothing was done and 
the matter for one reason or another 
forgotten. We now hear that Lindell 
has since appeared as CSI observer 
on a rally in Italy during last autumn 
and despite the fact that he allegedly 
made no recommendations for 
higher status, the event was imme- 
diately upgraded to maximum. 
Lindell has now apparently refus- 


An association spanning almost a decade is now at an end.... 


HRYSY 


Top 20 entries are as follows: 1, Colin Malkin/John Foden (Porsche Carrera); 2, 
Tony Pond/Dave Richards (Lancia Stratos); 3, Piggy Thompson/Alan 
Greenwood (Porsche Carrera); 4, Graham Elsmore/Stuart Harold (RS1600); 5, 


George Hill/Peter Valentine (Vauxhall Magnum); 6, Jan Churchill/Rupert. 


Sanders (Porsche Carrera); 7, Richard lliffe/Roger Jones (RS1600); 8, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 9, Laurie Richards/John Tew (RS1800); 10, 
David Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600); 11, Will Sparrow/Ron Crellin (Vauxhall 
Chevette); 12, Robin Farrington/Jeff Hignelt (RS1600); 13, Graham 
Lepley/Malcolm Harvey (RS1600); 14, Gordon Batchelor/Roger Jenkins 
(RS1600); 15, Reg Mullenger/Peter Roberts (RS1600); 16, Jeff Chur- 


chill/Roger Evans (RS1800); 17, Dai Roderick/Peter Southern (RS1600); 18. 


Terry Brown/Ed Morgan (RS1600); 19, Chris Lord/John Horton (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 20, Robert James/Rob Davies (RS1800). 


Malkin split 


The contract between Colin Malkin 
and Chrysler is now finally at an end. 
The significance of Colin’s non- 
appearance in the car at the Granite 
City did not go unnoticed by the 
pundits, and it seems that Competi- 
tion boss Des O’Dell and Colin have 
reached a mutual agreement to go 
their separate ways. Describing the 
split on Tuesday, Des named Colin’s 
pressing business commitments as a 
hindrance to extensive testing on 
which this professional little team 
would now like to concentrate fully. 
Colin it appears has less and less 
time for pre-event rally testing while 
the Chrysler rally team now wish to 
concentrate on it fully, having 
wrought reliability from their 2-litre 
16-valve engine. 

Chrysler have been involved with 
Colin Malkin for some nine years 
now and Des expressed a desire to 
run Colin again should the team be 
in a position to run a two car effort 
next year. Meanwhile they are 
looking around fof an uncommitted 
professional driver who will be able 
to fulful their testing requirements 
and volunteer useful feedback for 
the team to work with. Such a man 
would appear to be Chris Sclater to 
whom Des has offered the car “for a 
number of rallies. We desperately 
need a development driver,” says 
Des, “and we.think Chris will be able 
to provide us with the attention 
which the project requires.” Chris, 
who is still to conclude a Ford/- 
sponsor deal which has been in the 
offering for some months was un- 
available for comment as-we went to 
press; as indeed was Colin Malkin. 


ATR 


ed to act as CSI observer on future 
events, and according to the Belfast 
Telegraph, apologised to ex-Clerk of 
the Course Malcolm Neill at the RAC 
Rally last year for the CSI’s handling 
of the case. Thus the Circuit of 
Ireland remains coefficient 2 this 
year, and although one must add 
that it is not in.a CSI observer’s brief 
to recommend grade increases or 
decreases, we can hardly help but 
sympathise with UAC who have 
built this event into one of the 
greatest in Europe — with apparently 
no recognition of that fact save what 
appears to be some _ rather 
high-handed bungling coupled with 
aslice of self-interest in the corridors 
of power... . : 


@ When we went to press on 
Tuesday, the Cheltenham MC were 
hoping to be able to have Tony: 
Fowkes, driving his new Sanyo 
RS1800 as Course Car for the 
Festival this weekend. Tony was 
apparently delighted by the idea and 
is trying to get the car ready in time. 
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Special stage 


Saab set for 
Welsh entry 


Entries for the Western Mail Inter- 
aational Welsh Rally have now 
dosed at their normal £80 rate, but 
iste entries can still be obtajned from 
the organisers at £90 until noon on 
April 5th. Most interesting news is 
that although no entries have yet 
seen officially received from Swe- 
den, Saab-Scania have booked and 
confirmed hotel accommodation 
both in Cardiff and Aberystwyth, so 
@ hardly takes a genius to guess that 
they might be arriving in force from 
Trollhatten ~— presumably with the 
mew 99EMS. With Leyland appar- 
ently debuting the TR7, and two 
works Fords, as well as a newly built 
fuel-injected Kadett from DOT plus 
a great British supporting cast, the 
Welsh promises to be a most inter- 
esting rally. Who knows, Markku 
Alen may even come along too! The 
entry list is, however, by no means 
full. Details from Carey Edwards, 49 
Heol-y-Gors,*-Whitchurch, Cardiff, 
CF4 1HG. 


Castrol ’76 


Once again Wolverhampton & 
South Staffs Car Club are pleased to 
announce that the Aberystwyth 
Castrol ’76 will be playing a big part 
in the rally man’s calendar during 
this season. Starting and finishing in 
the hospitable surroundings of 
Aberystwyth on Saturday, October 
16, this year’s event will again 
provide competitors with the oppor- 
tunity to tackle around 100 classic 
Welsh stage miles with a minimum 
possible number of road miles. And 
already the prize list is topping 
£1,000. _ 

. The organising team is the same as 
last year’s and both Dave Stephen- 


son and David Cozens tell us they - 


are following the same format as 
previously, thus providing one of the 
very few opportunities for drivers to 
take advantage of really long, 
smooth stages in the forests — a 
feature which was so very highly 
praised by the Motoring Press last 
year. 


The event is a round of the RAC : 


Rally Championship, the Castrol- 
/AuTOsPORT Championship and the 
Welsh Association Stage Rally 
Championship. Regs should be avai- 
lable by the end of June and those 
requiring them should write. 


Eaton leads on 
BTRDA points 


Following the results of the South - 


West Stages last Sunday, round 
three of the BTRDA Gold Star 
championship, John Eaton is now 
leading with 30 points from Ran- 
dolph Whittal-Williams (27) and, 
Geoff Simpson with 26. These three’ 
drivers have now broken away from 
the rest and will clearly take some 
catching. 

On a different note, two out of the 
three BTRDA events so far have 
been won by. committee members, 
which may or tee not be a good 
thing! 
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Circuit ‘NO’ 
We have just heard that David 
Sutton will not now be going to the 
Circuit of Ireland with the Team 
Avon Tyres equipe for Pentti Airik- 
kala and Jill Robinson. David was 
unavailable for comment on Tues- 
day as we went to press but one 
must assume that Pentti’s accident 
on the Granite City is causing the 
cancellation of plans. This of course 
leaves co-driver Martin Holmes free 
should any drivers require a profes- 
sional navigator. He can be contact- 
ed on Byfleet 44719. 


@ Avon have agreed to run a Ladies - 
Championship in association with ~ 


the Motor RAC Rally Championship. 
The prize structure is as follows: — 
lst overall, £100 + Trophy; 2nd 


overall, £75 + Trophy; 3rd overall, 


£55 + Trophy. 


It seems that rallying has lost a 
driver to the racing fraternity. In 
recent months the trend has been 
very much the other way around 
with a number of ‘roundy’ men 
making the exodus from the tracks a 
feature of more than passing inter- 
st; but this week we hear that one 
avid Lang, a young Australian who 
ecently won the “Ford Rally Person 
f the Month” award for his drive on 
e Mintex International, has found 
ih racing what he failed to find in 
rallying — namely a sponsored drive. 

While trying to make a name for 
himself in rallying over the last year, 
vid has been quietly getting on 
the job of learning the trade of 
racing driver as well; in order to 
prepare for the rainy day which he 
felt was bound to come should he not 
make the necessary impact in rally- 
ing. He made the impact alright but 
perhaps it was too late, for despite 


some attempts from a number of, 


sources, including Boreham, to find 
him a sponsor, jin addition to his 
untiring efforts,/ nothing has been 
forthcoming. 


Thus David ig now a racing driver 
with a sponsored professional drive 
for the season which includes a cut 
of 45 pér cent in the prize monies. 
The story of how it all came.about is 
revealed elsewhere in this issue 
under both Sports Extra and Purely 
Personal. Suffice to say that David 
graduated from the prestigious 
Winfield Racing Drivers School last 
Thursday as the winner in a playoff 
that included all 135 pupils and 


Flag Forum 


The Chequered Flag (Chiswick) 
have been asked to co-ordinate a 
joint club evening and forum on 
April Ist at 20.00 on behalf of a 
triumverate of clubs — the Lancia, 
Circle and Kodak Car Clubs. A floor 
show including the Stratos and 
several road cars will be augmented 
by films and a forum. On the panel 
will be at least some of the following 
— Tony Pond, Andy Dawson, Dave 
Richards and John Jensen. The 
entrance to the fun is free and there 
is a bar etc. It’s all happening at the 
Lecture Hall of the Kodak Recrea- 
tion Society: Kodak Ltd; Headstone 
Lane, Wealdstone; Harrow; Middx. 
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At a meeting in the Midlands last 
week between John Brown (Heart of: 
England Tourist Board), Len Mat- 
thews (ATV); representatives of the 
hoteliers of Birmingham and Clive 
Wilkinson (the head of Birmingham 
City Council and director of the 
National Exhibition Centre); an 
understanding was reached that the 
committee would submit to the 
Borough Council a proposal for a 
sum of £10,000 to be placed for 


review by the RAC as atendertorun: - 


the Lombard RAC Rally from 
Birmingham’s National Exhibition 
Centre in 1977. It has been 
confidently predicted that the RAC 
rally would bring some £500,000 of 
business to the city and Wilkinson 
assured the’ company present that 


Aussie flattens the Poms 


concluded with the five finalists 
being judged on both times and 
technique by a number of racing 
stars including David Purley, Tom 
Pryce, John Watson, Frank Waliams 
etc. 

The prize was an all expenses paid 
drive during this racing season with 
the new Tiga Rowland Formula 
Ford car for which Tim Schenken and 
Howden Ganley are responsible. The 
team is run by the Knight brothers 
who operate the racing school and as 
such is highly professional. David 
began his racing career in fine style 
by capturing pole position and 
winning both his heat and the final 
of his first major race last weekend 
with the kind of consummate ease 
which suggests a great future in 
racing if not rallying. David however 
is still very keen to get back into 
rallying and he has calculated that 
despite his new found commitments, 
he would still be able to compete on 
all remaining Castrol rounds besides 
the Circuit of Donegal had he a car 
to rally with. 

How did he get on at Mallory last 
weekend? Well, he won his heat by 


11 seconds and was then penalized 


10 seconds for allegedly jumping the 
start; thus still winning by one 
second. In the final he took the lead 
on the second corner but over- 
cooked it four laps later and then 
immediately spun down to third. But 
“I banged it into first and caught 
them up again in five laps” said 


Lang, and the young Australian. 


ended up the undisputed winner.- 
Bonza! Youse wouldn’t read about it! 


Fleet Trident 
Next Sunday’s Croydon and District 
_ MC Trident Rally (28th March) has 


had its start brought forward by an 
hour to 09.30 where the first car will 
leave Fleet Services in Surrey for the 


’ first of 12 stages all of which are 


situated in the Camberley area. The 
rally finish is the Hawley Hotel, 
Blackwater where the first car is 
expected at 15.30. The top five crews 
are as follows: 1, Kevin Videan/Mike 
Mancey (Datsun 240Z); 2, John 


Priestley/ Dave Hanshaw (RS1600);. 
3, Ricky Wall/Dave Bullen (Escort’ 


TC); 4, Adrian Reeves/Norman 
Ward (RS1600); 5, Stan Dukes/Roy 
Wilcox (Escort). 


Birmingham want RAC Rally 


there was sufficient finance in the 
publicity budget to back up such a 
figure. As‘ we went to press, the 
proposal had yet to be put to the 
RAC, but there is no denying 
Birmingham’s facilities, advanta- 
geous geographical position and 
keeness to host the rally. Whether it 
is what one RAC spokesman 
described as the “right kind of town” 
for the rally remains to be seen. 

Mr Robert Booth of the 
National Exhibition Centre 
describes the choice of the new 
multi-million centre as “suitable”. 
The Chairman of the Hotel and 
Restaurant brigade would think the 
RAC Rally capable of giving a 
“Tremendous boost” to local busi- 
ness. 


Laurie Richards showed everyone 
the way home in Glen Mitton’s G1 
car last weekend. 


Richards wins 


Last Saturday’s Telford AC Lloyds 
Telford Stages was predictably won 
by Laurie Richards in Glen Mitton’s 
Gl Mkl RS2000. Laurie who was 
showing Mitton — Britain’s new rally 
hope — around the stages, won by 47 
seconds from Martin Watson, while 
third was William Owen. How did 
Laurie enjoy himself driving a Gl 
car? “Exhilarating and it makes a 
pleasant change, but you certainly 
can’t afford to make a mistake” 
replied the high speed stonema- 
son... 


@ Regulations for the Green Belt 
MC’s East Anglian Stages were 
available from March 21st. The entry 


fee is £12.75 and there are some 38 


miles of stages incorporated in the 
150 mile route which is to take place 
on maps 134, 144 and 156. Stages are 
made up of woodland, airfield and 
farm track surfaces. The event is 
being sponsored by “Opposite Lock” 
accessory shops. The start and finish 
are both at the Post House, Norwich, 
The rally qualifies for both the 
AEMC and LCAMC rally champion- 
ships. Secretary of the meeting is 
George Simmonds, 41 Sussex Way, 
Cockfosters, Herts. Tel: 01-499 3486. 
Send SAE for regs. The event is 
scheduled for Sunday 2nd May. 


‘@ Huxfords, the female-orientated 


Fiat dealers, have now taken over 
the Ladies section of the Castrol- 
/AUTOSPORT championship and are 
now responsible for co-ordinating 
and sponsoring it. 


19 


Special stage 


RAC rally directives.... 


The latest round-up from Belgrave Square 


@ In view of the desirability of using 
digital watches for rally timing and 
the fact that they are now becoming 
easily available, the RAC Motor 
Sport Division has drawn up a test 
specification for such watches. This 
specification will create a new class 
of watch, Class R. Such equipment 
can only be used for ‘timing rallies. 
The specification and details of 
testing facilities are now available 
from the RAC Motor Sport Division. 
This class of equipment, duly certifi- 
ed, may be used for timing ralliés to 
an accuracy of one second in place of 
Class A or B mechanical watches. 

Furthermore, in view of the ease of 
opération of digital equipment, it will 
no longer be essential for each watch 
to be operated by an approved RAC 
rally timekeeper. However, for each 
event where times are being record- 
ed to a second, the Chief Time- 
keeper, who is responsible for the 
equipment being used and for its 
accurate setting, must be an RAC’ 
appointed timekeeper or have his’ 
name entered on the RAC list of 
approved rally timekeepers. 

The RAC hope that the use of 
digital electronic equipment will 
reduce substantially the number of 
whole minute errors in rally time- 
keeping. 


@ The RAC provides a facility for the 
issuing of duplicate licences. Prob- 
lems have arisen in the past with the 
use of photocopies by competitors 
who either had no right to use the 
licence or who had had their licence 
suspended. For this reason, photo- 
copies should not be accepted by 
scrutineers. 

A further possible area where the 
acceptance of photocopies can lead 
to difficulties will be the successful 
application of the endorsement 
“totting-up” procedures, when com- 
petitors claim loss or forgetting of 
their actual licence. Photocopies are 
not valid and should not be accepted 
at.any event. 


Tulip transit 
The organisers of the Gulf-sponsor- 
ed Tulip Rally have announced that 
Messrs. Norfolk Line Ltd will pro- 
vide free transport from Great Yar- 
mouth or Middlesbrough to Sche- 
veningen for all British Participants 
and service crews entering the 25e 
Internationale Gulf-Tulpenrallye. 

Enquiries should be made with the 
office of Norfolk Line Ltd. at Great 
Yarmouth. Please contact Mr. C. 
White or Mr. F. Walker. 

The rally starts in Rotterdam on 
Friday, April 23, and finishes two 
days later in the same city after 


being routed through the Nether- 
lands, East Belgium and Luxem- 


bourg. Total route is 1200kms of .; 


which some 160kms are directly 
competitive. The rally is ECR coeffi- 
cient 2 sor the same as the Circuit of 
Ireland). 

Bonutations can be obtained from 
the “Sekretariaat,’ Postbus 1589, 
Rotterdam — 3605; telex 21234 Gulf 
NL or telephone 01819-62255 (M. 
Corver). 
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@ Clubs who have a Forestry 
Allocation for 1976-77 will shortly be 
receiving forms to enable them to 
make an initial application for a 
Forestry Allocation for the year 
April 1, 1977-March 31, 1978. Clubs 


who have not got an allocation this. 
year, but who might be interested. 


in applying for next year, should 
send a stamped addressed envelope 
to the RAC Events Section for the 
appropriate form. 

Completed forms will have to be 
endorsed by a Regional Association 
and lodged with the RAC by June 1 
so that they can be examined by the 
Rallies Committee. 


@ Where cars have the fuel tank 
constituting part of a bulkhead 
between the passenger compart- 
ment and the boot, it is necessary to 
fit an additional bulkhead in order to 
comply with the Vehicle Regula- 
tions. The regulation covers racing, 
speed events as well as rallies with 
special stages. 


@ While the RAC do not seek to 
discourage people from using radios 
to improve the standard of servicing 
on major rallies, it has been brought, 
to their attention by the Post Office 
that a number of competitors in 
International Rallies have been 
using equipment which is not only 


A trifle delicate 


Chris Lord is currently pondering 
over a delicate question of social 
conscience. Namely whether to 
allow his new Gl Vauxhall to be 
exposed to pictures and publicity on 
the Cheltenham Festival this: wee- 
kend. The vexed question of mass 
media censorship rears its head 
again in rallying, and. Chris’ co- 
driver in the Elgam Organs Magnum 
for the Festival does nothing to 
alleviate the the rather controversial 
situation. Chris himself is involved in 
the rubber business as of course is 
Dunlop’s John Horton. ..two rubber 
men riding an organ sounds as 
though it might be bordering on the 
obscene let alone the questionable! 


unlicensed, but is also illegal. 

It would be a great service if the 
attention of competitors could be 
drawn to the 1968 Order made under 
the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949 
which forbids the manufacture or 
importation of transmitting appara- 
tus operating on the 27 Megahertz 
band. The possession and indeed the 
use of Such equipment can make the 
operator liable to a fine of up to £400 
and/or. three months in prison. This 
27 Megahertz equipment is perfectly 
legal on the Continent and in North 
America where it is popularly known 
as the “citizen band” radio. How- 


ever, it is strictly illegal to possess or. 


use such equipment in this country. | 


@ As a post-script to the reminder in 
the February RAC Club News on the 
importance of local liaison work, 
organisers could also ensure that 
competitors understand the need 
(under the Road Traffic Act 1974) to 
report to the police any accident or 
damage to property on or near the 
public highway, whether it caused 
damage or injury to those involved 
or not. The penalty for contraven- 
tion of the law is three months 
imprisonment or £50 fine, with an 
obligatory endorsement of the 
licence. 


aaa 

Superstitious? 

And now a plea from the DOT 
camp to rally organisers : 
contrary to a belief which Tony Fall 
feels that organisers may have 
erroneously assimilated, and contra- 
ry to a belief held by the Finns; DOT 
are not wildly keen on the number 
13. Their start number on the 


_ Shellsport Dean was 13 and so was 


their room number. . . by thetime it 
came to the Granite City they were 
indeed feeling the first pangs of 
superstition so when it turned out to 


be the 13 March they immediately 


rushed to find out their room 
number; it was 76. . .7+6=! 


START 


NAME 

“Carron 61/723839 , 
Craigievern 54/493895 
Garadhban 54/480906 
Drymen Road 54/505936 
Achray 54/518038 
“Carron 54/672859 
Tultiallan 55/969871 
Knockhill 55/067943 
Blairadam 55/099959 
Thornton Wood 55/123935 


Valentine’s Bank 

The first Bank of Scotland Rally 
takes place on Saturday, March 27, 
the new name signifying Dunferm- 
line Car Club’s annual forest stage 
rally counting towards The Scots- 
man Scottish Rally Championship. 
Always a popular event under its old 
name, the Valentine, it has again 
attracted a full entry of 120 plus 
reserves’ including all the leading 
Scottish drivers and many from the 
North of England. 


SCOTTISH 
RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Jim McRae in the SMT Magnum, 
Murray Grierson and Drew Gallac- 
her in Escorts are behind Andrew 
Cowan in the Championship after 
two rounds but will be out to catch 

. up while he is in Africa for the Safari, 
but they in turn will be challenged by 
last year’s champion and recently 
announced winner of the Jim Clark 
Trophy, Charles Samson, also Bill 
Taylor and Donald Heggie all quick 
Escort drivers and winners of this 
event in the past. Donald Heggie 
plans to give: his new RS1800 
sponsored by F. English Rallyesport 
of Bournemouth its first outing. 

The rally starts at 9 am from 
Rossleigh’s Autoplex at Stirling, the 
route moving through Fintry, 
‘to Aberfoyle for a halt. Afterwards 

competitors travel back via Fintry, 

Kincardine, Kelty, Auchtermuchty 

and to the Forth Bridges Lodge at 

South Queensferry for the finish 


arriving from 4.40 pm onwards. In all- 


there are over 50 miles of stages in a 
total route mileage of under 200 and 
drivers will be competing for prize 
money of over £400 plus many-other 
trophies and awards. 


FINISH EARLIEST 1st CAR 
54/672859 9.40 
54/480906 10.10 
54/477904 10.15 
_ 10.20 
54/557007 10.55 
61/723839 13.10 
55/945911 13.45 
55/067943 14.10 
55/105944 14.25 
55/132938 14.35 


*Spectators park at.61/722838 


SEAT service.... 


‘Zanini, the hero of the hour, stands behind the driver’s door on the right while 
his co-driver remains inside. SEAT service and pre-event homework was a 
lesson in proleasionalisi 


With two rounds gone, and with the 
Bank of Scotland (formerly Valenti- 
ne) Rally this weekend, positions in 
the main Scotsman Rally champion- 
ship are: 


Andrew Cowan (Colt Lancer) 30 
Jim McRae (Vauxhall Magnum) 24 
- Murray Grierson (Ford Escort) 17 
Drew Gallacher (Ford Escort) 13 
Alistair Brearley (Opel Ascona) 13 
Stewart Robertson (Ford Escort) 13 
Allan Ameil (Ford Escort). 11 
Tom Clark (Ford Escort) 11 
Dominic Buckley (Ford Escort) 11 
Charles Samson (Ford Escort) 10 


The Burmah -class leaders . are: 
1000cc,- Vince Finlayson (Imp); 
1300cc: Scott Dalgleish (Datsun 
Sunny); 1700cc: Andrew Cowan 
(Colt); over 1700cc: Jim- McRae 
(Vauxhall). McRae lead the Castrol 
Group 1 class from Robertson. 

The Bank of Scotland Rally is the 
second round of the Challengers 
championship (they missed the CP 
Granite City). Here Alistair Camp- 
bell’s Escort leads from David Por- 
ter’s Vauxhall and Martin Jeffrey’s 
‘Escort. 
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Man to beat: convincing winner of the first 1976 ShellSport 5000 race was David Purley in the much-modified Lec Chevron V6. 


MALLORY PARK 


Purley’s perfect performance 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Photos by DAVID WINTER 


The new-look ShellSport European 5000 Championship got under way at Mallory Park last Sunday at the 
BRSCC Midland Centre’s meeting and resulted in a first-round victory for one of last year’s F5000 front 
runners, David Purley, in his immaculate and revised Chevron-Ford V6, It was a perfect demonstration by 
the Bognor Regis driver of how to go about winning the championship, arriving with a magnificently 
prepared car, setting fastest lap in both sessions, and leading from pole position to the flag, despite 
handling problems from a blistered front tyre. Hot on his heels for much of the race was the other Ford 
V6-powered car, Damien Magee’s Hexagon/RAM March 751, but he was beset by a vibration problem 
which caused him to drop back near the end. Into a splendid third, lapped by Purley only near the very end, 
was a Formula Atlantic car driven by none other than Richard Scott, showing what he can do with a good 
team and car behind him, at the wheel of one of the Dickson’s of Perth/British Caledonian Airways Modus 
Mis. 

In a crowded weekend there were no fewer than 13 races, the smooth running of the meeting being a 
credit to Don Truman and his henchmen. From four Formula Ford 1600 races for novices, Australian rally 
driver David Lang emerged head and shoulders above the rest in the Winfield Racing School prize, a Tiga. 
Geoff Friswell returned to single-seater form by dominating the Allied Polymer FF2000 final in his new 
Hawke, while John Brindley’s ex-Jock Robertson Mazda RX3 was disqualified from its BBC Radio One 
win for deficient steering, which has remained untouched since the car was new. If the scrute is right, 
presumably Jock Robertson shouldn’t have won the championships last year. . . . 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


and then lost second and fourth gears, so had to be 
content with his first session time of 42.4s. 
John Cannon arrived from Australia with the 


With a view to getting away from the one-day, 


clubbie image their race meetings have acquired 
recently, the 5000 cars were granted two practice 
sessions on Saturday afternoon, with only an 
untimed session and the race itself on Sunday. It 
was a strange pot pourri of single-seaters which 
arrived in Mallory’s partially resurfaced paddock, 
with very few pukka F5000 or F1 cars to be seen. 
There was also a distinct dearth of Formula 
Atlantics, which suggested behind the scenes 
discouragement from certain quarters. 

David Purley’s superbly presented, revised 
Chevron B30 was the star attraction both in the 
paddock and on the circuit. Looking smooth in the 
first session, but visibly trying harder in the 
second, David nevertheless recorded 41.4s in both, 
which equalled the F5000 and ‘circuit record. He 
-was 0.8s faster than the best two F2s, both March 
752s, in the hands of Richard Robarts ‘and Val 
Musetti. Towards the end of the second session, 
Robarts in the ex-works prototype, now’ spon- 
sored by his old F3 entrants Myson and powered 
by a Richardson BDG, and Musetti in his already 
successful red, Swindon BDX-powered version, 
towed each other round to record the same time. 

Completing the second row, alongside Musetti, 
‘was Damien Magee in the second Ford 
V6-powered car, the ex-RAM Racing March 751 
now owned and entered by Paul Michaels of 
Hexagon of Highgate. Damien was plagued with a 
constant misfire caused by using the wrong plugs, 


oy 


bitza March described in Pit and Paddock last 
week. Basically a 731 chassis with later suspension 
and brakes grafted on, and a Smith/Chevrolet 
installed at the rear, it was an effective tool with 
which the expatriate Englishman, and former 


- American F5000 champion, was hoping to do well. 


. 


Second man Magee leads Robarts, Cannon and Scott into the hairpin.. 


On his first visit to Mallory he recorded 43.0s 
before a fuel pump pulley came off and could not 
be replaced in time for the second session. It also 
took the timekeepers some persuasion before they 
discovered his correct time. A fifth slower was the 
third F2 car, Ray Mallock’s Ardmore Racing Lola 
T450, a production version which Ray had found 
in testing was very different from the works 
prototype. Several teething troubles, owing more 
to the chassis than the engine, had curtailed 
testing drastically and the problems continued 
during official practice as first one driveshaft and 
then the other broke. It was a. rather dispirited 
young Mallock who lined up on the grid on 43.2s, 
but worse was to come. 

Equalling Ray’s time was Richard Scott in the 
brand new Formula Atlantic Modus-Nicholson 
M3 run by Tommy Dickson’s garage business with 
British Caledonian Airways sponsorship. Dickson, 
the former Ecurie Ecosse driver, and aviation 
enthusiast, has obtained substantial support to 
run a pair of Moduses in Formula Atlantic for his 
son Norman and A.N. Other. Mr Other on this 
occasion happened to be the talented Scott, who is 
hoping to arrange his own F5000 sponsorship deal 
very soon. 

Divina Galica silenced the doubters by putting 
in a very accomplished performance in the 
ShellSport F1 Surtees TS16 in which she had done 
18 laps at Snetterton and a dozen at Brands Hatch 
without being really comfortable in the car. Now 
she was really putting the boot in without doing 
anything silly and a time of 43.8s was only a fifth 
optimistic in comparison with several indepen- 
dent watches, including Autosport’s. It was 
certainly a good deal better than all those 
complaining Formula Ford drivers would have 
managed, and John Webb was over the moon. 


e 
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Certainly Divina’s achievement distracted atten- 
tion from his other lady driver who seems to be 
little more than a publicity medium. John 
Wingfield, like his former protégé Ray Mallock, 
broke two driveshafts on his F2 Ralt,RT1 with 
Somers-prepared BDG. “It’s all due to a lack of 
maintenance,” quoth the ebullient Wingers, 
“Marshall only allows me one day off each week to 
prepare the car.” His time was 44.2s, 0.4s better 
than young Norman Dickson in the second 
Atlantic Modus M3. 


John Calvert, whose experience dates back to - 


Elans and F3 Brabhams in the mid-sixties, arrived 
with the ex-works March 732 (updated to 742 
spec) which Jean-Pierre Beltoise ran with a rather 
explosive BMW engine at the Mallory F2 race in 
March 1973. Now the car has a 2-litre Richardson 
BDA and recorded a time of 45.4s against 
Jean-Pierre Jarier’s F2 record in a similar car on 
the same day of 41.8s. Spanish hillclimber Emilio 
Villota has acquired the Fl Lyncar via Bob 
Howlings and seemed to have things reasonably 


well under control with a time of 45.8s before . 


putting a wheel on the grass on Stebbe Straight 
and damaging a corner. A rebuild could not be 
completed in tifne and the car non-started. Chris 
Featherstone’s modified McRae GMI had only a 


“for sale” sign to relieve its black paintwork, its’ 


best time being 46.6s, while Bob Howlings had to 
drive his ex-Tony Dean Chevron B28 when Jim 
Crawford decided the experience would not be to 
his advantage. Howlings’ best was 47.8s in the first 
session. Brian Robinson’s mount for 1976 is the 
ex-Nick May Lola T360 now updated to look like a 
T450 and fitted with a Tim Close-prepared BDG. 
Fuel problems caused misfiring which eluded all 
attempts af-a cure and the car missed the second 
session after recording a best in the first of 48.8s. 
Totally unfit to be in the race was the unknown 
Italian Luigi-Mimmo Cevasco who“has somehow 
persuaded the well-known Jolly Club to lend its 
name to his undistinguished efforts in one of those 
rent-a-drive Brabham BT42s which Jurg Diibler 
operated a couple of years ago. Cevasco’s best of a 
number of very twitchy laps was 52.0s, only 0.4s 
better than the winner of the FF1600 novices final 
in identical conditions. Bill Gubelmann was 
without a time in his updated March 732, running 
this year in conjunction with Bob Gerard who 
supplied one of his Hart BDGs, the car prepared by 
former Gerard driver Robert Salisbury. A broken 
and inaccessible oil line prevented the car making 
official practice but it qualified on Sunday 
morning. Everyone was allowed to start, the 107% 
rule not being applied. The excuse offered was 
that no-one understood what it meant in the 
regulations. What a way to run a championship, 
particularly when the efforts of the likes of 
Cevasco could have had dire consequences. Were 
we not assured when the championship was 
announced that the rule would be strictly applied? 


RACE 


The start was a shambles, too! After the now 
customary warming up lap, for which the drivers 
set off in anything other than correct grid order, 


they returned to the grid and Musetti- stopped 


where the front row should have been. Cannon 
stopped behind him and then Magee arrived to 
find his place taken so he stopped on the front. 
Robarts.and Purley squeezed in, Musetti reversed, 


‘Magee moved back a little, but Cannon stayed 


put. Instead of sending the cars-off. on another 


warming up lap, which Musetti for one expected - 


Heading for third place, Scott turns in front of Musetti as their smaller cars lap Howlings. 


would happen, the starter dropped the flag. 
Musetti lagged as Mallock came storming through 
from behind and the two cars touched. Before Ray 
knew what was happening his brand new Lola 
was being written off along the pits armco and 
-Musetti retired to the pits for a few laps. Hopefully 
some lessons will be learned from this one, both by 
drivers and officials. 

- Meanwhile it was Purley into the lead from 
Magee, Robarts, Cannon and Scott, these five 
immediately opening up a gap over the rest led by 
Galica from Dickson, Wingfield, Gubelmann from 
the back row, Calvert, Howlings, Robinson 
without a clutch on the line, and the dreadful 
Cevasco. Featherstone was pushed into the pits to 
spend half the race finding a way to start his 
recalcitrant McRae. 

For a few laps Purley pulled away from his 
pursuers and then a front tyre started to blister 
and the car became particularly difficult to pull 
round the hairpin. Magee and Robarts caught up. 

- It looked good. By lap 12 Magee was very close 
indeed, almost brushing the armco at the bottom 
of Devils Elbow in his efforts to stay in touch. 
Back markers played a part but the baulking was 
fairly even, while Robarts in the F2 March was 
sitting pretty behind waiting for a slight mistake 
by either of the big boys. Damien, despite an 
unpleasant vibration in the car, kept the pressure 
on until just after half distance when David at last 
began to pull away into a reasonably secure lead. 
With ten laps left, he eased off a little, allowing the 
March to close again, but he just as quickly 
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The impressive Divina Galica temporarily holds off Dickson, Wingfield and Gubelmann. 
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stretched it out once more and ran out the winner 
by nearly 6s. ; 

Magee was a lonely second for the unlucky 
Robarts had his black box ignition fail on lap 37 
out of the 50, giving up third to Scott in the 
faultless little Atlantic car. Cannon, never really in 
touch with the three leaders but gradually shaking 
off Scott, retired on lap 28, before the-oil smoke 
from a faulty union became too serious. 

Dickson, Wingfield and Gubelmann all dealt 
with Divina before the race was very old, the FI 
Surtees running without a rev counter as it had all 
weekend. Eventually the two F2 cars put the 
Atlantic Modus in its place and Gubelmann, in his 
first single-seater race for 12 months, trailed 
Wingfield home for fourth and fifth on the same 
lap as, but nowhere near, Scott. Robinson clawed 
his way past Calvert before-spinning at the hairpin 
and failing to restart, while Musetti and Feather- 
stone completed the finishers but outside the 90% 
qualification, another rule which didn’t seem to be 
applied, since even poor Ray Mallock was listed as 
16th in the official results. Howlings retired with a 
split radiator while Cevasco, after spinning on the 
straight on his first warming up lap, had his engine 
expire in a cloud of smoke when he was on his 10th 
lap and the leaders on their 15th. Why is this sort 
of thing allowed to happen? 


SUPPORTING RACES 


Principal attraction of the eight supporting races 
were the two heats and final for the second round 
of the Allied Polymer FF2000 championship. This 
time it wasn’t by any means a Tiff Needell benefit, 
the McKinstrey Hawke driver losing both pole 
position and the first heat to David Macpherson in 
one of the works/Ken Hensley Dulon MP18s. It 
was very close though, for they shared the same 
practice time and Macpherson headed Needell 
across the line by barely four feet at the finish. 
Everyone else succeeded in avoiding Richard 
Piper’s accident at the Esses on the first lap, whi¢h 
only broke the Sark’s rear wing mounting, but this 
left a large gap behind the two leaders. Geoff 
Friswell led the pursuit in his new Hawke DLI4 
sharing fastest lap with the winner and closing @ 
little towards the end. Ian Taylor’s Dulon spent 
half the race misfiring because the carburettorinlet 
was partially blocked, but when this was cleated_ 
he made up several places to finish sixth. Frank 
Sytner needed a push start for the second heat. 
earning a 10s penalty, but lost his lead anyway on 
lap 5 to Syd Fox in the works Elden. Fox went on 
to win by 2.2s from Sytner who just held off Stuart 
Baird’s new Hawke for second on the road. 

The final began most unpleasantly when Fox. 
who still hasn’t forgotten that Needell usurped 
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him from the McKinstrey Hawke last year. 
collided witn the latter as the cars passed the pits, 
forcing MacPherson, who was already hard up 
against the armco, into the accident as well. This 
wiped out the front row and left Baird in the lead 
from John Blackwell (Ray) and Friswell, who had 
made a slow start and thus avoided the accident. 
Baird, it seemed, hadn’t for as the car emerged 
from Devils Elbow for the first time, the rear wing 
collapsed, a fact of which Stuart was unaware 
until he reached Gerards and almost had a huge 
accident. Happily he collected the ensuing slide 
and came round to retire, by which time Fris had 
disposed of Blackwell and was away into an 
unbeatable lead. Blackwell proved to be a difficult 
customer to pass, but first Sytner, then Taylor and 
finally Venezuelan Oscar Notz (Crosslé 31F) 
managed it before the end. Chris Fearon’s new 
Titan Mk 10, running third en the second lap, 
retired a lap later when the clutch failed, his car 
using the Titan engine from Derek Lawrence’s 
1975 championship winning car. Fox was hauled 
before the Stewards afterwards and issued with a 
“severe reprimand”, which probably won’t solve 
anything. 

John Brindley won the first of two Radio One 
production saloon races only to lose it in the 
scrutineering bay because the steering had only 
three turns from lock to lock rather than 3%. The 
“Flying Butcher” Eric Cook, in a similar Mazda, 
almost defeated Brindley on the road anyway in 
his very fast car which literally flew past Paul 
Haywood-Halfpenny’s RX3 on Stebbe Straight on 
the fourth lap, Cook being awarded the race 
afterwards. Danny Alderton won the economy 
class in his Honda Civic from the similar car of 
Pete Smith and Peter Jopp’s Mini, Rodney 
Posner’s Sim¢a Rallye having lost time with a spin. 

The costlier classes once again provided great 
entertainment with Phil Dowsett and his Capri 
prominent as ever. A poor grid position on the 
third row left him fourth on the first lap behind 
Ivan Dutton’s Capri, Tony Hill’s Dolomite Sprint 
and Brian Pepper’s Opel Commodore, but some 
very forceful driving soon brought him up to 
second. Dutton by this time was well ahead but 
Dowsett, in what seemed to be a very skittish car 
(or maybe it was nearer the limit than the others), 
brought the gap down to less than a length with 
five laps left. But Dutton is a wily bird and knows 
how to plug gaps. It seemed Dowsett would be 
denied but on the last lap he made a huge effort 
at Gerards which brought him on .to Stebbe 
Straight almost alongside Dutton ‘and on the 
inside for the Esses. Dutton moved over but 
Dowsett kept coming. Dutton braked for the Esses 
and still Dowsett kept coming, now almost on the 
grass. Dutton braked harder, so did Dowsett but 
not so much, until the two cars seemed almost 
stationary, but Dowsett had made his point, kept 
his line and went through to a worthy win. Pepper 
was third from Derrick -Brunt’s BMW Si which 
recovered well from an appalling start. In the 
sporting (or Vauxhall) class, Patrick Cobb 
interceded on behalf of Toyota with the Bill 
Sydenham Celica, and things seemed to be going 
his way until a water hose burst and left Jeff Allam 
in charge of the Magnum men from a subdued 
Gerry Marshall. Hill had a coming together with 
Tony Lanfranchi’s Opel at the hairpin which sent 
the latter into the pits and dropped the dolly down 
the chart to seventh. 


First round of the BRSCC’s mod sports 
championship also provided an exciting finish as 
Robin Gray’s Morgan Plus 8 just managed to hold 
off the hard-charging Jonathan Palmer in the 
Cooper London Marcos V6, which had made’a 
poor start from pole position and come through 
well from fifth on the first lap. The early laps had 
been led by the inimitable Jon Fletcher, beardless 

-once more, but still in his perennial Elan, until the 
‘throttle linkage broke. “Well it is 14 years old, 


after all.” John Bury,.in the ex-John Evans Elan, - 


finished a close third to Gray and Palmer while Ian 
Hall’s 1.4 Mini-Jem fell foul of Lionel Shake- 
speare’s slow TRS at the hairpin when dicing with 


Palmer on lap 4 and retired with a tyre punctured — 


against the hairpin wall. 

‘the Debenhams race for shopping Escorts gave 
a good impression of Knightsbridge in the rush 
hour as 20 battered Fords fought for road space. A 
couple fell foul of the Esses on the first lap when 
Bill Postins charged the bank at high speed and 
lost a wheel, which hit the windscreen of Pete 
King’s car, but the rest settled down to a more 
orderly pattern with John Waterman leading 
Dennis Bradley by a whisker throughout, and 
David da Costa in the first new-style Sport 
hanging on close behind. First round winner 
Wayne Wainwright drove well from the fifth row 
to fifth overall, setting fastest lap in the process. 
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The very full day concluded with a Polydor 
records- race from special saloons in 
honour of Slade, billed as “Britain’s most 
successful band.” It was none of the youngsters, 
however, but good old Tony Sugden who won this 
one in his Escort despite a strong challenge in the 
closing stages from Nick Whiting’s new tool, an 
ex-ETC Capri V6 which came from Spain by way 
of Bob Howlings. At the moment it has a 2ohc V6 
but Whiting has a 4ohc on the way. 


‘The only two over 1300 cc cars in the race were 
nearly humbled by a couple of 1-litre Imps. First 


Malcolm Johnstone in the ex-Ray Calcutt car’ 


streaked off the front row into an early lead, only 
to lose it to Sugden when the gear linkage came 
adrift, and then attention focused on John 


Homewood, coming through from the back of the. 


grid after practice problems. Equalling Sedric 
Bell’s very quick lap record, Homewood caught 
right up with Sugden and Whiting and then 
seemed to lose a little impetus, for he never quite 
got past and settled for a fine third, well ahead of 
Peter Baldwin’s 1300 Mini BDA. 


The excellent idea of a Formula Ford Cham- 
pionship for novice drivers justified the BRSCC’s 
organisation and Dunlop’s sponsorship by 
attracting enough entries to fill three heats. The 
races were run off on Saturday afternoon in 
between F5000 practice. Undoubted star of the 


ShellSport 5000 European Championship, round 1 ‘ 
Mallory Park, March 21 
50 laps, 67.5 miles 


1, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-LEC 7 Ford B30 V6), 36 m 0.0 s, 
112.50 mph; : 

2, Damien Magee (3.4 March-Ford 751 V6), 36 m 5.8 s; 

3, Richard Scott (1.6 Modus-Nicholson M3 BDA), 49 taps; 

4, John Wingfield (2.0 Ralt-Somers RT! BDG), 49 laps; 

5, Bill Gubelmann (2,0 March-Hart 732/742/752 BDG), 49 laps; 

6, Norman Dickson (1.6 Modus-Nichoison M3 BDA), 48 laps; 

7, Divina Galica (3.0 Surtees-Cosworth TS16 DFV), 47 laps; 

8, John Calvert (2.0 March-Richardson 732/742 BDA), 46 laps; 
9. Val Musetti (2.0 March-Swindon 752 BDX), 42 laps; 
10, Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae-Morand/Chevrolet GM1 V8), 
21 laps. 

Fastest lap: Purley, 42.0 s, 115.71 mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, David Wheeler 
(Royal-Vegantune RP16), 9 m 4.0 s, 89.34 mph; 2, James Weaver 
(Hawke-Holbay DL12}, 9 m 9.6 s; 3, Alex Hawkridge (Royal-Minister 
RP21), 9 m 10.4 s. Fastest lap: Wheeler, 53.4 s, 91.01 mph. 
Formula Ford 1600, Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Pete Tinworth 
(Titan-Titan Mk 6A), 9 m 17.2 s, 87.22 mph; 2, Norman Clarke 
(Lotus-Clarke 51/61M), 9 m 19.2 s; 3, Steven Lincoln 
(Royale-Rowland RP21), 9 m 20.4 s. Fastest fap: Clarké, 53.8 s, 
90.33 mph. . 
Formula Ford 1600, Heat 3 (10 laps): 1, David Lang 
(Tiga-Rowland), 9 m 4.0 s, 89.34 mph; 2. Tom Wood 
(Hawke-Scholar DL11), 9 m 4.4 s; 3, Stephen Greenwood (Van 
Diemen-Minister RF74), 9m 6.2 s. Fastest lap: Lang, 52.4s, 92.75 


mph. 

Dunlop BRSCC Star of Tomorrow Novices Formula Ford 1600 
Championship round (15 laps): 1, Lang, 13 m 23.0 s, 90.78 mph: 
2, Wood, 13 m 33.2 s; 3, Weaver, 13 m 39.4 s; 4, Sean Walker 
(Royal-IWR RP21), 13 m 42.0 s; 5, Colin Shaw (Crosslé-Rowland 
25F), 13 m 42.6 s; 6, Hawkridge, 13 m 43.4 s. Fastest lap: Lang, 
52.4 s, 92.75 mph. 

Formula Ford 2000, Heat 1 {7 laps): 1, David MacPherson 
(Dulon-Minister MP 17/18), 5 m 50.2 s, 97.14 mph; 2, Tiff Needell 
(Hawke-Holbay DL14), 5 m 50.2 s; 3, Geoff Friswellt (Hawke-Scholar 
DL14), 5 m 57.4 s. Fastest lap: MacPherson and Friswell, 48.4 s, 
100.41 mph. 

Formula Ford 2000, Heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Syd Fox (Elden-Scholar 
PH18), 5 m 55.6 s, 95.66 mph; 2, Stuart Baird (Hawke-Scholar 
DL14), 5 m 57.8 s; 3, Oscar Notz (Crossié-Titan 31F), 5 m 58.4 s. 
Fastest lap: Fox and Baird, 49.2 sl 98.78 mph. 

Allied Polymer Group Formula Ford 2000 Championship round 
{20 laps): 1, Friswell, 16m 25.4s, 98.64 mph; 32,’Frank Sytner 
(Dulon-Nelson MP18), 16m 39.8s; 3, lan Taylor (Dulon-Nelson 
MP18), 16m 40.4s; 4, Notz 16m 48.0s; 5, John Blackwell 
(Ray-Scholar FF276), 16m 50.2s; 6, Richard Dutton (Elden-Brown 
PH18), 17m 1.2s. Fastest lap: Friswell, 48.4s, 100.41 mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round up 
to £2000 (15 laps): 1. Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 15m 


Mazda train as £2,000 class winner Cook trails Haywo 


day, and maybe tomorrow as well to underline the 
champtonship’s subtitle. was Australian rally 
driver David Lang, fresh from his success in the 
final of the Winfield Racing School competition at 
Goodwood earlier in the week. Armed with a new 
Tiga FF (overseen by one of its co-producers. 
Howden Ganley), Lang earned pole position for 
his heat, jumped the start, but still pulled out a 
10.4s margin over second man, 17-year-old Tom 
Wood (Hawke DLI11), to cancel out the 10s 
penalty. Even allowing for the penalty his time 
was exactly the same as the faster of the other two 
heat winners, David Wheeler in a Royale RP16. In 
the final Lang continued to make things difficult 
for himself by trailing Wheeler at the start and 
having to force his way past on the outside line at 
the Esses, and then spinning in the Esses on lap 
seven. This dropped him to third behind Wood and 
James Weaver, who builds Hawkes as well as 
racing them, Wheeler having gone off at Gerards a 
few laps earlier. Some very forceful driving, 
sideways at times and clipping verges, saw Lang 
back to second after only one lap.-He was into the 
lead with two of the 15 laps left in a fine piece of 
opportunist driving past Wood and a backmarker 
at Gerards which would have done credit toa much 
more experienced driver. Certainly the Winfield 
school’s first foray into England, after so much 
success in France, looks certain ‘to ‘have a 
produced a man to watch. 


od-Halfpenny and the controversial Brindley. 


28.6s, no speed given; 2, Peter Slade (2.3 Mazda KX2 Coupé), 15m 
37.0s; 3, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 15m 
40.8s; 4, Tim Swadkin (1.6 Ford Escort Mexico), 15m 41.4s. 

£1601 to £2000 classes: 1, Cook, no speed given; 2, Slade; 3, 
Haywood-Halfpenny. Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 0.4s, 80.46 mph. 

Up to £1600 class: 1, Danny Alderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 74.55 
mph; 2, Pete Smith (1.2 Honda Civic); 3, Peter Jopp (1.3 Mini 
QGubman 1275 GT). Fastest lap: Alderton, 1m 3.4s, 76.66 mph 
(record). = 
BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round 
over £2000 (15 laps): 1 Phil Dowsett (3.0 Ford Capri Illy, 15m 
22.8s, 79.00 mph; 2, van Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 15m 23.4s; 3, 
Brian Pepper (2.0 Opel Commodore GS/E), 15m 28.6s; 4, Derrick 
Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 15m 39. 2s. 

Over £2400 class: 1, Dowsett, 79.00 mph; 2, Dutton; 3, 
Pepper. Fastest lap: Dowsett, 1m 0.0s, 81.00 mph. 

£2001 to £2400 class: 1, Jeff Allan (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum 
Coupé), 77.52 mph; 2. Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum 
Coupé); 3,. Patrick Cobb (1.6 Toyota Celica GT). Fastest lap: Allam, 
1m 1.2s, 79.41 mph (new rocord). 

BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, 
Robin Gray (8.5 Morgan Plus 8), 9m 8.6s, 88.59 mph; 2, Jonathan 
Palmer {3.0 Marcos-Ford V6), 9m 10.0s; 3, John Bury (1.8 Lotus 
-Elan), $m 12.4s; 4, Richard Scantlebury (4.5 Jaguar E), 9m 36.4s. 

Over 2000 cc class: 1, Gray, 88.59 mph; e, Palmer; 3, 
Scantlebury. Fastest lap: Gray and Palmer, 53.28, 91.35 mph. 

1500 to 2000 cc class: 1, Bury, 87.98 mph; 2, Danny Arundel 
(1.6 Lotus Elan); 3, Lionel Shakespeare (2.2 Triumph TR5). Fastest 
tap: Bury, 53.6s, 90.67 mph. 

Up to 1500 cc Class: 1, Mike Taylor (1.3 Austin-Healey Sprite), 

83.56 mph; 2, Steven Lightfoot (1.1 MG Midget); 3, Rob Jones (1.3 
MG Midget). Fastest lap: Taylor, 54.4s, 89.34 mph (new record). 
Debenhams BRSCC Ford Escort Challenge round (10 faps):.1, 
John Waterman (Mexico), 10m 20.8s, 78.28 mph; 2, Dennis 
Bradley (Mexico), 10m 21.2s; 3, David da Costa (Sport), 10m 22.2s; 
4, John Morris (Mexico); 10m 26.4s; 5, Wayne Wainwright 
(Mexico), 10m 28.0s; 6, Graham Hollis (Sport), 10m 31.4s. Fastest 
lap: Wainwright, 1m 0.8s, 79.93 mph. 
Slade Special Saloon Cars (12 laps): 1, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford 
Escort BDE), 11m 18.4s, 85.97 mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.6 Ford 
Capri V6), 11m 19.8s; 3, John Homewood (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 11m 
20.8s. 

Over 1300 cc class: 1, Sugden, 85.97 mph; 2, Whiting; only 
starters. Fastest lap: Sugden and Whiting, 53.4s, 91.01 mph. 

1001 to 1300 cc class: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini-Clubman 
BDA), 84.47 mph; 2, Bob Morey (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, Tim 
Dodwell (1.3 Mini-Clubman 1275 GT). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 55.8s, 
87.10 mph.. 

851 to 100 cc class: 1, Homewood, 85.60 mph; 2, Basil Dagge 
(1.0 Hiliman imp); 3, Don Hardman (1.0 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest 
lap: Homewood, 53.2s, 91.35 mph (equals record). 

Up to 850 cc class: 1, Robert Goodwin (850 Hillman Imp), 
77.45 mph: 2, Clifford Watts (848 Hiliman Imp); 3, Terry Pryce (850 
Mini). Fastest lap: Goodwin, 59.4s, 81.82 mph. 
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United States (West) Grand Prix — preview 


World Championship 
Round 3 


An outsider 
perhaps? 


CHRIS WITTY outlines the 
prospects for this weekend's 
USA (West) Grand Prix—third 
round of this year’s World 
Drivers Championship 


This weekend’s Long Beach Grand Prix is bound 
to capture the vivid imagination of the Americans.: 
All the work and effort which has put into the 
contruction of this Californian road-circuit during 
the past 18 months has, at last, paid dividends, and 
this weekend the sound of Grand Prix machinery 
rushing around the streets and along the sea front 
will herald the arrival of America’s own Monaco. 
Perhaps it is fair to say that the Long Beach 
circuit will in no way surpass Monaco (or any of 
the current true road circuits) but, by its very 
nature and situation, this weekend will be a social 
extravaganza for all — except the competing 
teams. wi tere 
For the teams it will be simply a job of work, 


-although a very pleasant one. What is particularly - 


fascinating about the Long Beach race is that 
there is no real pointer towards form. It’s a 
completely new circuit to Formula 1 cars. It was 
used (for the first time) by Formula 5000 cars last 
October, but the Fl teams will be relying mainly 
on calculated guesses. 

One factor which does particularly stand out 
about this weekend’s race is that, of the 27 cars 
and drivers taking part, only 20 will be allowed to 


start what must surely be a gruelling event. Seven . 


men are going to be very disappointed come 
Saturday night. 

Of those 27, five have had previous circuit 
experience, courtesy of that F5000 event: Tom 
Pryce, Jody Scheckter, Chris Amon, Brett,Lunger 
and Mario Andretti. We spoke to Pryce before he 
left for the States to ask him for his views on the 
Long Beach circuit. ; 

“Firstly, it’s very tight, and virtually all of the 
corners‘are very square. There’s a very very slow 
first-gear hairpin onto the main straight, and a 
second-gear hairpin at the end of it.” Tom thinks 
that the Esses, after the second-gear hairpin, is 


-one of the most important sections of the track. 


“To get the last part of the Esses right is very 
important for a quick lap. The circuit is not as 
good as Monaco and it.is quite bumpy in parts, 
especially on to and off the pit straight, where you 
go up onto a concrete surface rather than tarmac. 
The camber of the corners is tricky, because they 
fall away from you, and on top of that, they’re 
pretty slippery. There are about three places to 
overtake: at the end of the main straight, the pit 
straight and possibly into the slowest hairpin. The 
circuit is not really suited for Formula 1 cars. 
Anyway, as a race it’s bound to be hard on brakes 


and transmissions, not forgetting the drivers of — 


course!” 

' Heading the entry and this year’s World 
Championship are the current champions, Ferrari. 
With two wins in. the opening two races this 
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season, reigning champion Niki Lauda, supported 


by Clay Regazzoni, has to be regarded as the likely 


winner, especially if the de Dion rear suspension is 
employed by the team for this circuit, for which it 
should be well-suited. 

Pushing the Italian team hard and heading the 
Ford-powered challenge will be Race of Cham- 
pions winner James Hunt and Jochen Mass in 
their Marlboro McLaren M23Cs. The Elf Tyrrell 
team will have been working feverishly to get a 
replacement 007 series chassis ready for Jody 
Scheckter after his recent Brands mishap. Patrick 
Depailler will be supporting him once again, and 
both will be in conventional four-wheel cars, not 
the six-wheelers. 

The American teams will be hoping for an 
excellent showing on “home” ground. Tom Pryce 
and Jean-Pierre Jarier head the Shadow challenge, 
and they could be the dark horses of the event. 
After a great showing in South Africa, Mario 
Andretti once again handles the single Parnelli 
(there-had been talk of two cars running at one 
stage), while John Watson, another dark horse, 
drives the lone Penske. 
porsceance gagiemnenoniigtt oe sane: = 
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Merzario — March. . Jones — Surtees. 


March Engineering will be four-strong for the 
first time this year, Arturo Merzario joining 
Hans-Joachim Stuck in Max Mosley’s “Fawlty 
Towers” team. Ronnie Peterson and Vittorio 
Brambilla will be under Robin Herd’s managerial 
wing, both of them possible winners. 

John Player-Team Lotus fortunes are beginning 
to move in a happier direction after Brands Hatch 
and they will have two type 77s on hand for 
Gunnar Nilsson and Bob Evans, while. Frank 
Williams gives further chances to Jacky Ickx and 


“Michel Leclere. Ingo Hoffman rejoins Emerson 


Fittipaldi in the Copersucar-Fittipaldi team. Team 
Surtees, after a morale-boosting drive from Alan 
Jones at Brands, have added him to their party and 
he joins Brett Lunger in a pair of TS19s, and 
completing the Ford runners are Chris Amon’s 
(old) Ensign and Harald Ertl’s works Hesketh. 

Apart from the Ferraris, the 12-cylinder 
challenge to the V8s comes from Jacques Laffite’s 
Ligier-Matra and the Martini Brabham-Alfas, 
which have been lightened further still, for Carlos 
Reutemann and Carlos Pace. 

Who do you reckon will win? Perhaps the car 
with the best traction, the best brakes and the 
strongest gearbox? Picking the winner is one 
thing, but who do you reckon will fail to qualify? 


Long Beach, California, United States 
Lap distance: 2.02 miles. 
Lap record: Tony Brise (F5000 Lola-Chevrolet 
T332) 1m 19.90s, 91.00 mph. 


USA (WEST) GRAND PRIX — previous results® 
1971 (64 laps — 204.40 miles)** 

1, M. Andretti (Ferrari 312B), 109.24 mph; 

2, J. Stewart (Tyrrell-Ford 001); 

3, D. Hulme (McLaren-Ford M19). 


1975 (50 laps — 100.00 miles) 

1, B. Redman (Lola-Chevrolet T332), 86.32 mph; 
2, V. Schuppan (Eagle-Chevrolet 75); 

3,E. Wietzes (Lola-Chevrolet T400M). - 

* Non-championship Californian events. 
**Ontario Motor Speedway. 


Radio Coverage (BBC Radio) 
Thursday, BBC Radio 2*Sports Desk, 18.45 hrs; 
Friday, BBC Radio 4 Today, 07.25 and 08.25 hrs; 
Friday, BBC Radio 2 Sports Desk, 18.45 hrs; 
Saturday, BBC Radio 4 Today, 08.25 hrs; Satur- 
day, BBC Radio 2 Sport on 2, 14.00-F7.30 hours; 
Saturday, BBC Radio 2 Sports Desk, 22.00 hrs; 
Sunday, BBC Radio 2, 23.30 hrs (race report). 


USA (West) Grand Prix itinerary: 
Practice: Thursday, 10.00-11.30 am and 1.00-2.00 


pm. 
Friday, 10.00-11.30 am (unofficial) and 2.00-3.00 
pm. 
Sunday, 10.00-10.20 am (unofficial). 


Race (99 laps—199.98 miles): Sunday, 1.15 pm 
(9.15 pm GMT approx). 


World Championship (after two rounds): Niki 
Lauda, 18 points; Patrick Depailler and James 
Hunt, 6; Jochen Mass and Jody Scheckter, 5; Tom 
Pryce, 4; Hans Stuck, 3; John Watson, 2; Mario 
Andretti, 1. : 


Tom Pryce: “As a race it’s bound to be hard on brakes and transmissions . . not forgetting the drivers...” 
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SHOT Be: 


The prototype 


racing Jaguar XJ Coupe pictured at a wet Silverstone test session recently. 


Leyland’s Vee for Victory... 


All-British Jaguar team for European Touring Car Championship 


By DOUG NYE 


Leyland Cars annouced on Tuesday that they are entering serious international motor racing 
this season, with a two-car team of Broadspeed-prepared Jaguar XJ12 Coupes. The cars have’ 
been built to Group 2 specification and will be contestin 
Championship in the hands of Derek Bell/David Hobbs and 
Occasional guest drivers may be used but the operation is essentially all-British. The Jaguar 
has been chosen to represent the best in Leyland Cars’ engineering, and the idea is to show 
Europe that Great Britain can still more than match those continental road car manufacturers. 
like BMW and Ford Cologne whose racing achievements have turned them into some kind of 


superior beings. . . 


The new Jaguars are to be homologated — rather 
unfortunately — on April 1,.and their first ETC 
race should be at Salzburg on April 18. That’s 
round 2 of the Championship and they should then 
contest the remaining eight. Certainly with 
Jaguar’s V12 Coupe as a starting point, Ralph 
Broad’s undoubted race conversion skills and the 
combination of driver pace, experience and 
competence, the Leyland Cars team should be in 
good shape. 

The whole project has been discussed between 
Ralph Broad and Leyland Cars’ Motor Sport 
Liaison Manager, Simon Pearson, ever since tht 
Group 1 Dolomite programme was launched. In 
Group 1, they came in on the ground floor, as soon 
as the regulations became effective and so they 
got away to an even start with their competitors 
without having to catch-up several years’: 


development. The changes in Group 2 for 1976 © 


provided a similar opportunity internationally and 
credit for the return of Jaguar to the circuits of 
Europe, and for the debut of Leyland Cars there as 
a corporate body, lies with Derek Whittaker, the 
division’s Managing Director. 


Brave decision 


It was certainly a brave decision to have taken 
last autumn, when the whole vast concern was 
being reorganized and money was so short. Broad, 
Pearson and company had been discussing the. 
possiblity of using an XJS, but Ralph figured it was 
more a potential Group 5 Silhouette racer than a 
Group 2, and certainly the XJ Coupe looks much 
more like a true “touring car.’ Once Whittaker 
had made his laudable decision to go ahead, 
Broadspeed’s development engineers first put pen 
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to paper last October. The first metal was cut in 
November, and the prototype car ran its shake- 
down tests at Silverstone on February 14. Serious 
testing began with six hours or so at Goodwood 
where Bell, Hobbs and Rouse drove, and then 


came the damp — and due to Professor Psod’s law’ 


rather dispiriting — outing at Silverstone the day 


g the European Touring Car 
Andy Rouse/Steve Thompson. 


“Everything falls easily to hand” . .. the opulent interior complete with side-impact members. 


peaterrennnes 


‘after the Race of Champions, when a handful of 


pressmen were shown the car. 
Broad’s brief on the car, and Pearson’s on the 


. team, was to turn out an all-British affair. Jaguar 


provided a bare XJ Coupe two-door bodyshell, 
engine, transmission and running gear and Broad 
set about its development for Group 2. Design was 
shared by Ralph himself, Chief Engineer David 
Griffiths and Roger King. Several hundred 


‘ drawings and many man-hours later, the striking 


white, blue and red prototype was rolling. 

This year’s G2 regs are more liberal than 
hitherto, allowing a practicable racer to be built 
without disrupting normal production with 
thousand-off homologation specials and exotic 
“optional extras”. Work began on the shell itself, 


- which was lightened and reinforced. A massive 


roll-cage is built-in as an integral part of the 
structure, contributing measurably to the shell’s 
rigidity and including side intrusion barriers in the 
door openings. Both front and rear bulkheads are 
sealed against fluid and fire; hydraulic and fuel 
lines run beneath the car and the Lucas wiring 
runs inside, using cotton-covered wire thoughout 
instead of plastic. A FireEater extinguisher 
system sits in the rear of the cabin, fired by cable 
pulls from inside the car and out. There are no 
inertia or thermal triggers included because they 
are liable to fire the system at the wrong time. 
Ralph feels his car is strong enough to keep a 
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strapped-in driver sufficiently conscious to look 


after himself. . 

To those who. were expecting to see a Silhouette 
Le Mans Jaguar, the G2 Coupe might be a little 
disappointing, but of course for a first season’s: 
entry it is far more realistic. The neatly-flared 
wheel arch extensions are very much in keeping 
with the Jaguar’s in-bred good looks, and with a 
heated rear screen, genuine tree-wood dash panel 
and electric window lifts the car upholds the finest 
traditions of grace, space and pace. 

In fact, the window lifts are to be removed to 
save some weight, but were included in the 
prototype in deference to some vaguery in the 
regulations. The Leyland team have intelligently 
taken great pains to check every item on their car 
against not only the letter of the G2 law but also 
its possible interpretations, and they are sure they 
will go to war with a car which is legal in every 
respect. It’s a bright move. Better the argument 
now than in the scrutineering bay at Salzburg! 

Starting at the front of the car, the wide chin 
grille admits cooling air for a Serck-made 
Broadspeed-designed water radiator, mounted as 
low as it could go. The upper grille, above the 
bumper on the road variant, feeds air through a 
large engine oil-cooler mounted on end, while cold 
air for the engine induction comes in on either 
side. For racing this air will be collected in two 
induction boxes to feed the injection trumpets. 
The trumpets themselves, wilting over the top of 
the hot V12, really remind one of The Mighty 
Wurlitzer .... A nice-formed chin spoiler 
attaches beneath the bodyshell’s forward skirt. 
Ralph wants to keep the car’s front- end as free of 
air intake holes as possible, and so intakes for, 
front brake and damper cooling are within the 
standard grille. 


Cosworth forged pistons 


Jaguar’s single OHC per bank, flat-head V12 
engine is bored-out to the maximum permitted 0.6 
mm oversize, which gives a bore and stroke of 
90.6mm x 70mm anda displacement of 5416cc. The 
crankshaft has to remain as standard, while, the 
con-rods are shot-peened, matched and X-rayed 
before fitting. Special pistons have been forged by 
Cosworth, and a new design combustion 
. chambers are formed partly in the heads and 
partly in the piston crowns. Compression ratio is 
11.5:1. Broadspeed’s current thinking demands 
deeply recessed valves, and the Mighty Wurlitzers 
are special nimonic components, larger than 
standard for both inlet and exhaust and buried in 
the heads within special guides. Both the guides 
and inserts are Hindural Bronze. 

Three forms of racing camshaft are available, all 
machined from the solid to Broadspeed designs. 
Vandervell trimetal bearings are used, and the 
standard Jaguar lubrication system has been 
modified to limit cavitation and to keep the oil in 
the rearward of the two wet sumps. The standard 
V12 has the rear sump only, while the Leyland 
Cars racer has an extra one up for’ard. A complex 
tray around the crankshaft catches the oil, and the 
energy of the crank is then harnessed by a series of 
deflector plates which drive oil rearwards over a 
system of weirs and weir gates. The engine 


demands 1350-gallons/hr at 8000rpm, which is an 
awful lot of oil. A massive oil filter is fitted. 
Oil-pressure blow-off (at 150psi) is recycled back 
to the suction side of the pump instead of being 
vented freely into the crankcase. 

Ignition and fuel injection are both by Lucas. 
Their OPUS V12 ignition set is as used by Ferrari 
on their 12-cylinder engines, and fires Champion 
N57R plugs. The fuel injection has two throttle 


Above: massive 4-pot front calipers. Below: Derek Bell looks happy with the car despite the weather: 


Logos, emblems and livery spells out the all-British effort. 


butterflies per bank, an electric high-pressure 
pump for starting and a mechanical HP pump for | 
running. The injection metering unit is driven by 
toothed belt from the right-hand camshaft nose. 
Adopting a Rolls-Royce and Aston Martin VS 


-attitude, the team will release neither power nor 


torque figures, merely admitting that the former 
peaks at 8000rpm and the latter at 5750rpm. The 
engine appears to be quite steeply raked back in 
the chassis, but its inclination is actually of about 
2 degrees and virtually standard. Weight distribu- 
tion in the road car is so good that the mounting 
has only been moved back fractionally to! ease 
pressure on space. Polyvee -belts drive the 
alternator and water pump, and — surprise 
surprise — the power steering system! ~ 


Steering sensitivity 


When the drivers first heard the car was to have 
power steering they evidently threw up their 
hands in horror. In fact the standard Adwest 
system is little modified, just running a lower 
assistance pressure and using a different quill 
shaft in the steering box to provide more ‘feel. 
Steering ratio is 1.6 turns lock-to-lock. After very 
few miles the drivers professed themselves quite 
happy with the system, it is light at first 
acquaintance but one’s sensitivity adjusts to 
compensate. The power pump has its own header 
and oil cooler mounted behind the radiator grille. 
while the engine bay’s right-front corner is 
occupied by the cooling system header tank, swir! 
pot and de-aeration unit. 

Andy Rouse fabricated the exhaust system 
which has individual headers feeding three-into- 
one tail pipes, which emerge on either side of the 
car behind the doors. The exhaust note is not 
markedly V12, more a roar than a wail, but of 
course the quiet and slinky Vanwalls used to Be 
faster than the raucous Ferraris, and old man 
Vandervell reckoned the Italian cars’ power was 
coming out of their exhausts instead of through 
the wheels! 

The prototype XJC currently has a makeshift 
aluminium fuel tank (as beautifully made as the 
rest of the car) sunk into the spare wheel well on 
the boot floor. By a curious coincidence, the 
biggest tank the well can hold accommodates 
exactly 120 litres, which is what the regulations 
specify. Marston-Excelsior are currently making 
proper FT3 fuel bags for the cars, which will have 
twin fillers and twin breather pipes fitted with 
one-way valves to draw/air but prevent fue! 
spillage when the tank is full. Quad SU low-pres- 
sure lift pumps (“‘as used by Rolls-Royce”) feed 
fuel to a swirl-pot mounted on the left-front wing 
which maintains a head of fuel over the 
mechanical HP pump. 


Standard gearbox 


Transmission is via a very special single-giat= 
clutch assembly riding on a lightened flywhee! 
Broadspeed and Automotive Products devised = 
legal Group 2 clutch (it has to have the standard 
number of discs) which has to be man enough 1 
carry the V12’s increased torque. To do the jos 
with just a single plate an enormous 750%5s 
pressure diaphragm spring is used. This rules 
any mechanical! operating linkage. therefore pure 


hydraulic actuation is used, with a special slave 
cylinder mounted concentrically round the first 
motion shaft to act direct on the clutch and. so 
allow a realistic pedal pressure. 

The gearbox is the standard Jaguar four-speed 
manual, for which three alternative gear sets are 
available. Fhe prop-shaft is standard although a 
heavier-duty centre bearing: is fitted, while the 
familiar Salisbury limited-slip diff is retained in 
uprated form. Both gearbox and diff have their 
own oil cooling systems, both fed by integral 
crescent gear pumps. The gearbox oil cooler is 
mounted beneath the Coupe’s right-rear corner, 
behind the wheel-arch, and the diff cooler in the 
corresponding position under the left-rear. Both 
pick up cooling air’ from beneath the car, and 
exhaust it through the standard tail-pipe cut-outs 
in the bodyshell’s rear skirt. Eight final drive ratios 
are available, from 3.54 to 5.38:1. 


Titanium hubs 


Suspension has been modified with needle- 
roller or PTFE bushes and spherical joints, .but 
basically retains the standard double-wishbone 
‘front end, while at the rear a very wide-based 
bottom wishbone system has been developed with 
the drive-shafts still providing lateral wheel 
location. A range of double front springs has been 
made (inners and outers on the same axis) and 
they are damped by specially-made aluminium 
barrelled Armstrongs adjustable in both bump 
and rebound control. Formerly this double-ad- 
justment was Koni’s great attraction, but of 
course the Jaguar has to be all British. A degree of 
anti-dive is maintained,-and front ride height is 
adjustable by packing beneath the springs. 


At the rear, twin adjustable co-axial Armstrong 
coil-spring damper units are used, and those 
all-important drive-shafts are very special com- 
, ponents made by BRD. They are tubular instead of 
solid to give some spring and better shock-load 
absorbence: “It’s important not to break a 
half-shaft, or it’s bye-bye wheel ...” The rear 
anti-roll bar is driver-adjustable to compensate for 
varying fuel loads. ok 

Much titanium has been used to lighten the 
wheel hubs and axles and special SKF-Broadspeed 
front wheel bearings do away with stub axles as 
such. Ralph admits he doesn’t like stub axles 


anyway — they are-a source of constant trouble’ 


when racing. Road wheels, which again hdve to be 
British thus ruling-out Germany’s popular BBS 
brand, have been ‘styled to resemble the vented 
XJ design, and are cast by Kents—I6ins diameter 
by 13ins wide (front) and 13.5ins wide (rear). They 
are attached by centre-lock nuts and locate on five 
drive pegs strategically placed to match the XJS 
standard wheel fixings. _~ 

Jaguars have fantastic brakes in ordinary road 
trim, and the Broadspeed G2 car’s are rather 
extraordinary. The front ventilated discs are of 
11.97ins diameter and 1.25ins thick, and are 


clasped by enormous Lockheed “eight-pot” alloy _ 


calipers, providing four brake pads per disc and a 
front brake swept area of 126 sq ins. At the rear, 
the brakes are inboard as standard practice, and 
again the discs are vented and measure 11.75ins 
diameter and 1.10 ins thick. Lockheed “four-pot” 
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The “Mighty Wurlitzer,” note cooling system details at fro 


nt of engine. 


calipers are used, providing a swept area of 93 sq 
ins per disc. 

While the front brakes are cooled by trunking, 
picking up air behind the nose grilles, the rears are 
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cooled by air drawn in througk NACA ducts 
formed in the silis, legal because they are below 
the hub centre level. Hot air which might 
otherwise be trapped in the rear suspension tunnel! 
is drawn out through two further trunkings. 
which exit through mesh-covered openings into 
the low-pressure area on either side beneath the 
tail. Ralph is intending to use plug-in blowers to 
cool the’ brakes during pitstops (shades of the 
Lotus 72) when heat-soak could well boil the fluid. 
An interesting development is provision for 
water-cooling the front brakes. The idea would be 
to lower disc temperatures by around 100 degrees 
Centigrade during the opening laps of a race. 
when the car is bloated with fuel and the driver 
may want to charge hard to make a break A 
switch actuated by the brake pedal would operate 
a small pump which would spray water into the 
eye of the vented discs. It would almost instantly 
vapourize and centrifuge away as steam througe 
the discs’ cooling vents. Obviously the water 
supply would be limited to enough for just a few 
laps (it’s heavy stuff to carry around), and an 
over-ride switch will be provided to neutralize the 
pump system. Thus if the cars are seen to be 
trailing steam early in a race, don’t panic. . . . 


Better-balanced 


Naturally there are independent hydraulic 


circuits to front and rear brakes, with a simple 


balance bar. A special Lockheed servo operates on 


the fronts only as the rear brakes are enormously 


powerful already, and this arrangement offers 
better balance than servo-assistance all round. 


The driver reclines in his seat with Jaguar’s 
normal bulky centre consol to his left, racing 
wheel and polished wood fascia panel in front. The 
dash carries two main instruments flanking the 
warning-light display, with a 160mph speedo- 
moter to the left and a 12,000rpm tachometer to 
the right. Rev limit is 8500 rpm with a limiter 
cutting-in at 9000rpm. Water temperature and fuel 
pressure gauges are on the extreme right with oil 
pressure and temperature to the left. In the fascia 
centre stands the cut-off switch with a voltmeter 
to its left and fuel gauge to the right. Switchgear 
labelled with blue Dymotape lives on the console, 
with LP and HP pump and rev-limiter override 
switches (the latter for SOB motoring) the only 
unusual additions. . ; 


Now the second car is being completed, and 
both Coupes in their British Leyland livery will be 
modified and developed until both Broad and 
Pearson feel 100 per cent happy to take them 
racing. A Mk II engire will be ready soon, and the 
intention is to carry an armoury of five such units 
for the Championship season. 


Derek Bell waxed quite lyrical about the car, 
which evidently feels much smaller than its 
108.8in wheelbase and 74 in overall track widths — 
to the outside of the Dunlop tyres — might 
suggest. Derek has experience of the big BMW 
Coupes of course, with their straight-six engines, 
and in comparison the XJC is far better-balanced, 
with much less agricultural weight distribution 
and better manners. “It’s a car which does what 
you want it to do. There’s bags of power and it just 
doesn’t behave as badly as one feels a touring car 
should. It’s more like a good GT or sports car...” 


tank is a neat installation. Below: Ralph Broad over-sees some final checks., 


23 


Leyland certainly deserve applause for floating’ 
such a project, and it’s noticeable that BMW and 
Ford participation in the ETC seems less than 
whole-hearted: If the Jaguars do well the 
argument will be that they did not face factory 
opposition, but to the man in the street it will be 
winning which matters, not who lost. 

This of course throws up the fragility of the 
scheme, for Leyland Cars are making much of 
their all-British assault on European touring car 
racing. They could hardly do otherwise, but if it all 
comes unstuck we are going to look very silly. The 
last all-British venture which carried so much’ of 
the industry’s prestige in one design was the V16 
BRM, and we’ all know what happened to that 
don’t we? 

Certainly the afore-mentioned Psod’s Law was 
working overtime in the wet Silverstone session, 
which saw the XJC first drown its electrics after 
hitting a deep puddle (when will Silverstone be 
properly drained?), and then the rather tired hack 


nie 


Leyland’s Motor Sport man — Simon Pearson. 


Background to 
Leyland’s return 


IAN PHILLIPS discusses the 
reasons with Leyland Motor 
Sport Liasion Manager, Simo 
Pearson : 


Leyland’s return to the racing scene has been a 
gradual one. With the introduction of the Group 1 
regulations for the RAC Touring Car 
Championship in 1974, they eased their way back 
with what were described at the time as 
“works-blessed” Triumph Dolomite Sprints. That 
is to say, the Corporation itself denied any 
involvement other than a stronger-than-usual 
passing interest in the cars. Success came very’ 
quickly to the Broadspeed team of Dolomite 
Sprints, and when it looked as though there was a 
chance of actually winning the championship 
Leyland’s involvement was quietly made official. 
They did, of course, won the: manufacturers 
championship that year. 
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Leyland drivers Steve Thompson, Andy Rouse and Derek Bell swap stories. 


‘test engine picked up a bearing to end the day’s 


running. Neither could the April 1 homologation 
date be any less propitious. .. . 

However, with the technical expertise of 
Broadspeed behind the car and 5.4-litres of V12 in 
an eminently well-balanced chassis, the XJ 
Coupes have enormous potential. Certainly their 
driver pairings could scarcely: be bettered, for in 
Bell, Hobbs, Rouse and Thompson Leyland have 
two of the most articulate, well-respected, 
experienced and talented of English long-distance 
drivers in the number one car, and a pair of 
dedicated and consistent relative youngsters in 
the other. All are well fitted to represent their 
country, there are no spivs in this team, and 
Leyland Cars’ all-British Jaguars are poised to tear 
the throat out of Europe’s best. 

Gentlemen, may I propose a toast? They 
deserve all the luck in the world, yet with all their 
joint ability they might well not need it. Here’s to 
AEM: S . 


Ralph Broad’s two-car Dolomite team was an 
official Leyland entry throughout 1975, and Andy 
Rouse won the Drivers Championship. Broad- 
speed will be trying to capture Britain’s premier 
saloon car championship again with the Sprints 
this year, but this programme will pale into the 
shadow of the Jaguar exploits in Europe. 

Last week we managed to tie down Leyland’s 
Motor Sport Liason Manager, Simon Pearson, for 
a short while the explain how and why this week’s 
momentous decision came about. Ever since 
Leyland returned to motor sport in 1964, both 
Pearson, who was the prime motivator in the 
initial return, and Ralph Broad, the boss of 
Broadspeed, one of the most respected tuning 
concerns in worldwide touring car racing, had 
been thinking of the day when they’d be able to 
get back into European racing on an official! basis. 
But with Leyland in a very shaky position in the 
eyes of the British public and later to become 90% 
nationalized, motor sport was a delicate subject. 
The immediate success of the Sprint helped a 
great deal. Simon Pearson tells the story. 

“We were looking for a new, younger market. 
Our research showed that we had a poor image 
among the young car-buying market, and a motor 
sport programme was thought to be the way to 
break into it. As it happened it worked very well, 
and the Leyland management could see the 
advantages of a racing programme. It was all very 


was that we'd been out of racing for so long that 
we couldn’t get into any championship and be 
immediately competitive. We were years behind 


- other companies in experience and homologation. 


We had to wait for a new set of regulations for 
Europe before we could move. This year, of 
course, sees the introduction of new Group 2 
regulations in Europe and we shall be starting on 
the same rung of the ladder as everyone else. 

“When it became obvious that we’d be able to 
move into Europe we first had to find the right car 
and then put a proposal to Derek Whittaker, 
Managing Director of Leyland Cars. The Leyland 
range is so diverse that picking the right car was 
difficult, although because of its size we had a 
wide choice. In the end, though, the Jaguar was 
the obvious one to go for — not because of the 
marque’s past success in motor sport but becaus 
it was obviously a competitive car. ; 

“The motivation for the programme came for 
the Leyland management, who. accepted the 
possible benefits to be gained. The person who- 
must take the credit for the programme going 
through is Derek Whittaker. He’s the one who has 
stuck his neck out and authorized the money, and 
he’s the one who will get kicked if it goes wrong. 

“The project has the backing of the whole of the 
Leyland management — they’re very keen and 
taking a very close interest. The whole pro- 
gramme will be couched under well governed 
strictures. There, will be week-by-week accoun- 
tancy of the programme and figures will be 
available to the management all the time. It will be 
watched very closely — that’s the basis on which 
Derek Whittaker approved the programme. 

“We've got to improve the image of Leyland 
products, and the British industry as a whole, in 
Europe. We’ve got to get over the doomwatch 
period and go into it with a positive outlook for 
Leyland products in Europe and the world. 

“Tt was only in October last year when the 

project got the final go-ahead, and Ralph started 
work on it immediately. All credit must go to 
Ralph for cramming two or three years’ worth of 
development into four or five months. The job is 
very difficult as it’s such a complex car. We’ve 
been lucky in the fact that it’s a very fine chassis 
and we haven’t had to homologate too much, 
nevertheless the fact that we’re nearly there in 
such a short time is down to Ralph’s ingenuity. I 
must say though that Bob Knight, the Engineering 
Director of Jaguar, and his team have been very 
co-operative and without them we couldn’t have 
achieved anything. It has been stressed all along 
that the programme must cause the minimal 
amount of interference with production and 
Jaguar have made this possible by their co-opera- 
tion. 
. “The whole motor sport programme, including 
the Sprints and rallying TR7s, has the strongest 
possible support from Alex Park, the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive of Leyland, and 
obviously we haven’t gone into this size of 
programme for just a nine-month run. Ultimately 
we are looking for outright wins and we are 
constantly looking at new models to keep us in a 
winning position. The reason we're not going to 
Le Mans this year is that we cannot win — 
ultimately this is important. We’re going into a 
highly competitive market place. There’s a 
healthy audience in Europe, and success will 
inevitably mean an adjustment of image, and 
that’s what we’re after.” 


Flared arches and production-styled wheels help overall impression of grace, space — and pace. 
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Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree with re 


The Beeb.... 


I have written in anger to the BBC following the 
cancellation of the transmission from the Race of 
Champions. You may care to publish my letter. 


“My wife and I were extremely disappointed 
and angry at the decision not to televise the Race 
of Champions from Brands Hatch. According to 
the Press reports, your decision to cancel arose 
from the advertising carried on the cars. In view of 
the amount of advertising matter and trade names 
regularly and legibly shown and specifically 
mentioned on football, golf, showjumping, 
horse-racing and athletics transmissions, this is 
simply not a defensible or credible reason for. 
refusing to televise motor sport. 

“You are surely aware of the potential audience 
for motor racing and rallying programmes and the 
number of people you are consequently antagon- 
ising by cancelling the Race of Champions 
broadcast after prominently advertising it in 
Radio Times. Bearing in mind your non-coverage 
of the 1975 RAC Rally, which in terms of spectator 
involvement is the biggest single sporting event.in 
Britain, there seems to be a consistent policy of 
discrimination against the motor sport fraternity, 
since in no way can motor sport be classed as a 
minority interest. Problems with advertising 
simply cannot be accepted as an explanation since 
this is no bar to the regular televising of other 
sports where commercial interests and advertise- 
ments are just as heavily, or more heavily, 
involved. 

“The replacement of the scheduled broadcast by 
an old Western, with no explanation offered for 
the change, was a gratuitous insult. The legal 
pettifogging excuse I was offered by the Duty 
‘Officer at the TV Centre when I phoned were 


equally unsatisfactory. She said something about | 


the advertising on cars being approved by the BBC 
for broadcasting purposes at the beginning of the 
season, and changes or additions to that agree- 
ment being the cause of the present dispute. This 
scarcely seems to hold water since the Race of 
Champions is the first race of the season for 
Formula 1 cars in the UK, and if you could not 
reach agreements with the Constructors Associa- 
tion on advertising, you should not have 
advertised the broadcast. 

“I may be wrong, but I believe the BBC have an 
exclusive contract with the proprietors of Brands 
Hatch and other major circuits. By your inexpli- 
cable refusal to exercise your monopoly rights, 
you effectively prevent the British public seeing 
any motor racing on TV. 

“Commercialism exists in all professional 
sports, but apparently presents the BBC with no 
insurmountable problems except with regard to 
motor sport. Quibbles about where 
advertisements are actually displayed cut no ice 
with the large and growing body of people who 
expect the BBC to provide them with the same 
sort of service which fans of other sports enjoy. 

“To a motor sport devotee the BBC attitude 
seems hypocritical and discriminatory. It is high 
time this was changed and I look to you for some 
improvement in the situation. You are entrusted, 
after all, with providing .a public service and 
-proper coverage of motor sport should be part of 
that service.” 


4 ASHWELLTHORPE, NORFOLK. 


.... besieged 


It appears that the Beeb, in its wisdom, decided 
not to televise the Race of Champions because of 
cigarette and other sponsorship. 

As an avid watcher of televised sport, I wonder 
if this is the death knell of cigarette-sponsored 
events, such as John Player cricket and rugby 
league, Benson & Hedges cricket, Piccadilly golf, 
Dunhill showjumping, or sponsored horse races. 

If we are to cease enjoying these events on TV, 
then the Beeb’s attitude is consistent. If, however, 
they are to continue being televised, then it is time 
the Beeb dropped its double standard of morals 
against motor racing coverage-on TV, and give it 
equal viewing time. 

By the same token, are cigarette sponsors not 
‘adopting a high-handed attitude towards racing 
fans who cannot get to race meetings and depend 
on TV? The sponsors do not object to racing their 
cars in countries where cigarette advertising is 
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totally banned, so why object to a partial ban? 


Surely they would obtain more mileage by 
publicising the fact that the Beeb forced them to 
remove their sponsorship deals rather than have 
the race blacked out completely? 

The majority of racing fans know who sponsors 
who, and the absence of names is not going to 
make a jot or tittle of difference to them. If it is 
non-racing fans the sponsors wish to reach, they 
would surely get their message to a wider 
audience by limited TV exposure than by 
restricting coverage to the few thousand cognos- 
centi who attend races. 

I feel the time has come for the BBC to issue a 
code of ethics as to what they. will or will not show, 
and give the public and the sponsors an idea of 
what is and is not acceptable to them. At the 
moment, it appears that their attitude is swayed 
by the popularity of the sport in question. 

I am certain that if the FA Cup Final were 
sponsored by Marlboro or even by Durex, the 
Beeb would still screen it! 


LONDON SW7. RICHARD LAMPING 


.... How much longer must we suffer this 
hypocrisy from the BBC? The .Grandstand 
programme on March 13, the day before the Race 
of Champions, featured the Panama Cigar Hurdle 
Final horse race and the Benson & Hedges 
International Hockey Tournament. I have no 


‘desire to see other sports suffering as well, but 


motor sport receives precious little TV coverage 
as it is and should not be penalized in this way. 
And remember, the BBC sponsors a championship 
for saloon cars, which is surely advertising Radio 
Oners 


LONDON SE22 H. J. LONG 


. . . . The Daily Telegraph reported that “the BBC 
accepts that advertisements at football matches 
are now part of the scene.” I was not aware that 
sponsorship was not now part of the motor racing 
scene! And who are the BBC to define acceptabi- 
lity and non-acceptability?. .. . 

BLACKO, LANCS ROGER SHUTTLEWORTH 


. . . .In view of the present enthusiasm for British 
sporting achievements, it is a pity that the BBC 
will not be showing on the screens what fine 


British racing drivers and British racing cars we 


have.... 


TONBRIDGE, KENT P. J. NEAME 


a 


; . We believe that the BBC was acting 
undemocratically, and we fully understand the 
reasons behind the sponsors’ refusal to modify 
their advertising. Some of them have been the 
lifeline of the sport for the past few years, and are 
fully justified in asking for a return on the capital 
investment..... 
PERSHORE, WORCS P. J. CROSLAND, C. G. TIMBER, 


A. A. W. HODGE 


.... [have yet to be convinced that the true reason 
for the cancellation of the transmission is any 
other than a deep-rooted dislike for motor sport in 
general on the part of the Corporation. The annual 
coverage of all forms of the sport is minimal. With 
the cancellation of the Race of Champions 
broadcast, the decision not to cover this year’s 
British Grand Prix and scant coverage of the RAC 
Rally, 1976 promises to be worse than usual. ... . 
A. C: ROBINSON 


car. 


THIS WEEK’S CENTRE SPREAD 


Our centre spread this week depicts the Unipart March 763 Formula 3 car which will be 
driven in all British F3 championship events and the highly prestigious Monaco GP 
supporting race by former journalist Tony Dron this year. Unipart is the spare part division 
of Leyland Cars and following a season of supporting the Leyland rally team they have this. 
year moved into single-seater sponsorship with the March. The car uses the award-winning 
16-valve Triumph Dolomite Sprint engine which is the main Leyland connection with the 
project — Unipart’s message is that they also provide spare parts for all British makes of 


.... The BBC says it was not discriminating 
against anyone in particular, but their decision 
was made because of the general profusion of 
advertising. But all racing enthusiasts will 
remember the Durex F5000 Lola affair in 1975. 
What damn hypocrites they are!. .. . 

BOGNOR REGIS, SUSSEX JOHN PARKIN 


.... Television, it seems, is quick to cover the 
progress of universal adoption of contraceptive 
methods; I have seen programmes of this nature 
many times, and they have been, thankfully, open 
and explicit. How very odd that the BBC should 
refuse to televise the name of a product they 
themselves have advocated... . 

GUILDFORD, SURREY R. C. RAKI 


. This ludicrous situation can do Durex 
nothing but good. People who aren’t sure which 
end the engine is know who sponsors Team 
Surtees! ... 

Bury ST EDMUNDS, SUFFOLK P. W. SAUNDERS 
. . . -Has Mary Whitehouse been made BBC Head 
of Sport?. ... 


WALSALL, STAFFS GRAHAM CARTER 


(We received a huge postbag of letters from 
readers protesting at the BBC’s action. The above 
are extracts from just a few of them. — Ed.) 


Praise for Team Surtees 


I would like to thank the drivers, teams and circuit 
promoters at Brands Hatch for the Race of 
Champions meeting, which I am sure the many 
thousands of spectators would agree was of the 
highest quality. reat 

In particular I think praise should go to Team 
Surtees and their new driver Alan Jones, whose 
performance both in practice and the race must 
secure him the permanent drive with Surtees that 
he so deserves. This must have been the most 
heartening race for John Surtees for a vefy long 
time, and the cheers at Paddock Bend when Jones 
appeared leading at the end of the first lap only 
go to prove the popularity that this team still has. 
We can only hope for the good of motor racing as 
a whole that Jones and Surtees can continue their 
success in the World Championship events. 

On a less happy note, I think that Nick Brittan 
should feel rather ashamed of his Private Ear 
column on Team Surtees in your issue dated 
February 26, particularly where he mentioned 


. BBC coverage extending to the first six cars only. I 


must also condemn several of the popular presss, 
who saw fit hardly to mention the wonderful race, 
but dwelt on James Hunt’s personal problems. 

NEIL Ross 
SOLIHULL, W. MIDLANDS. 


What we pay for 


On Sunday, March 14, I was reminded of the 
reason why I follow motor racing. The Radio 1 
Championship race at Silverstone produced a 
finish that had everyone in the grandstands on 
their feet and cheering Phil Dowsett through the 
last corner to win superbly. How often do we 
British show that sort of emotion? 

This is obviously what we want to see for our 
money, and I was more than pleased to hear Phil 
Dowsett and Derrick Brunt discussing their close 
finish in friendly terms. The latter remarked, ‘‘Fhis 
will do us only. good, because it’s what people pay 
for.” Hear, hear! 


TOTTERIDGE, BUCKS. R. CAVELL 


Photo: David Winter. 
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In the early 1960’s the Lawrencetune Morgans achieved 
considerable success, firstly in Marque racing as it then existed, 
completely eclipsing the similarly engined Triumph and the M.G. 
and Austin-Healey opposition. 

In the international G.T. Racing scene it was first necessary to 
catch the A.C. Bristols, after which we went after the 2-litre Carrera 
Porsches of Edgar Barth, Van Haustein, Ben Pon, etc. We gave these 
cars several severe frights, the best known of which is probably our 
2-litre Class win at Le Mans in 1962. 


More recently, in 1973 & 74, when Charles Spreckley sponsored a 
vague re-enactment of the original Marque racing, our Plus 4 car 
suitably de-mothbaHed but in original 1962 Le Mans trim won five 
races overall, in opposition to all the old contenders in addition to 
the new breed of mid-engined Triumphs; F. N. Bristols and 4-litre 
Jaguars. 


All this is history and well known but what seems to be less 
common knowledge is the fact that we are currently doing the 
same thing all over again with our Plus 8. Looking back, the 
technical difficulties associated with the Plus 4 cars pale into 
insignificance when compared with those now overcome with the 
Rover engined Morgan. The successful transition to the new model 
in viable race form demanded a long gestation period. Our 
confidence in the work done was confirmed however by our 


by Lawrencetune 


Evans (Elan) and Robin Gray (Morgan) head the Porsches of Nick Faure and John Cooper at Snetterton. Photo Autosport 


Lessons in Morgan Tuning 


electrifying driver Robin Gray taking the car to an unlimited class 
win in the Blue Circle Championships in 1974. 


Class wins in the BR & SCC and Miller Mod. Sports Champion- 
ships last season were further steps up the ladder towards greater 
plans for the coming year. There are new developments coming too, 
so watch this space! 


Perhaps we may be forgiven if we are justifiably proud of our past 
record and our ability once again to produce what is unquestionably 
the fastest, most competitive and reliable Morgan in competition 
today. 


If you are a Morgan owner with a worthwhile interest in your car, 
you can hardly have avoided the name of Chris. Lawrence in 
biographies of the Morgan Marque. Christopher Lawrence is 
Lawrencetune and his staff are unmistakeably Lawrencetune men. 


If you aspire to improve your car to any stage, from having a hard 
lid fitted right up to full competition specifications, we are willing to 
share our sixteen years of success, experience and expertise. HARD 
LID? Yes, an improved version of our Plus-8 fibre glass Hardtop is 
now available at very reasonable cost, ex-works. 


If you feel the pangs of interest in doing your best by the grand 
name of “‘Morgan Motoring,” please feel free to contact 
Lawrencetune. Chris. Lawrence and his staff will be happy to 
informally discuss your personal needs or undertake your own 
requirements with the same devotion that has made the names of 
Morgan and Lawrencetune inseparable. 


eae 


“Ro ing road testing proves its value. 


Write or call: 


LAWRENCETUNE 
98 The Arches, Ravenscourt Place, London W6 OUN 
Telephone: 01-748 0232/3. Telex 934231 


Cockpit Cameo 


Stephen flying South this summer 


“The day Stephen South can calm himself down 
and stop falling off, he’ll be a winner.” It was an all 
too familiar remark which the man in question 
kept hearing a couple of seasons ago. It annoyed 
him, because he felt the criticism wasn’t justified. 
But there again, in Formula Ford, there are few 
drivers who are regarded as “angels.” Nobody is 
perfect and, even if the accident wasn’t your fault, 
you'd usually find yourself blamed for it. 

South eventually got the chance to prove his 
worth. It was last year in Formula 3, and now an 
encouraging future looks likely to follow. The 
name South is one we’re bound to hear a lot more’ 
of, especially this season as he becomes the man 
most likely toinFormula3. | ee 

By his own admission, 23-year-old (“I’m 18 
actually”) Stephen South is an introvert. He’s 
quite, polite and looks as if he’ll take knocks 
from competitors with a courteous nod. That’s not 
to say he lacks determination and the will to win. 
Far from it. Success on four wheels to Stephen is 
something of which he’s had plenty of experience, 
and in karting, where he made his mark, you 
usually give as hard as you get, otherwise you 
might as well carry a compact. 

Having lived in Harrow, Middlesex, all his life, 
Stephen admits that it was his father’s influence 
which led him into motor racing. His father owned 
a garage, and family holidays usually took in a 
Grand Prix abroad. He recalls, ‘The first Grand 
Prix I saw was the German in ’61. I remember it 
vividly. We stayed in the same hotel as the top 
drivers and I can remember seeing von Trips click 
his heels and take this girl away in a drop-head 
Ferrari. It was a classic pull-job.”’ 

He started racing karts when he was 12 
years-old. “My father wasn’t too keen at that 
stage. It was a Winkart with a 100cc JLO 
lawn-mower unit.” But it wasn’t until the 
following year that the young South actually took 
part in competition events. Equipped with a Class 
1 (the international class) Foxkart propelled by a 
Komet engine, he fiddled his age in order to get 
into the action: you had to be 14 years old. He was 
pretty successful with his “weight advantage.” 

The following year saw the Foxkart make way 
for an Italian Tecno, the Komet engine- also 
eventually giving way to an Italian Parilla. South 
did all his own preparation, and he has done so 
right up until this season. South was 16 years-old 
when he won the British Karting Championship 
for the first time, driving a Zipkart. He repeated 
the feat the following season, because “TI felt I 
had to win it.” : 


aes 
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-South’s Toyota engined Ray F3 car two-wheeling at Thru 


Opposition at that time came from people like 
Micky Allen, Dave Ferris and Martin Hines, 
although in his earlier days South had the 
occasional race against Colin Vandervell and even 


Tony Brise. The 1970 World Championships saw - 


South paired with Ferris, Allen and Hines in the 
lead British team. The venue was just outside 
Paris. But in order to qualify for the series each 
competitor had to go through the European 
preliminaries. South finished fifth in the first, held 
at Vevey in Switzerland, but had to miss the next 
two because of school exams. 

While Francois Goldstein took the title (do you 
remember what Eddie Cheever said about him a 
few weeks ago?), South lost his exhaust pipe in the 
first qualifying heat and was thus eliminated. Did 
Stephen ever come across Cheever? “I’d never 
heard of him until he started motor racing!” 

In 1971 South took part in occasional karting 
events and, on leaving school, went to work for his 
father’s engineering business in North London. At 
the end of that year he acquired a Formula Ford 
Palliser with a BRM-tuned engine. He did a 
“winter clubby” down at Brands, but circuit 
racing was a rude awakening. — 

“It was terrible,” recalls Stephen. “It was 
nothing like I’d expected, especially the Fire- 
stone Torino tyres, which I found so unpredictable, 
certainly when brand new. I honestly thought it 
was the wrong way to start. Perhaps it would have 
been better to do Formula 3 and work up to 


’ Formula Ford!” 


He kept the car for the following season and 
“learned the hard way.” Stephen soon found his 
karting technique didn’t work but he won a race 
— at Mallory Park. South’s introduction to Bert 
Ray (designer of the Ray) also came that year: 
Bert was making spare parts for Palliser at the 
time from the infamous North Street premises in 
Battersea. 

When Palliser suffered financial problems 
towards the end of the year, Ray offered to build 
Stephen: the first of his Ray FFs. It was based on 
the Palliser but much lighter, a natural progres- 
sion with new bodywork and suspension. 

That first season with the Ray yielded five wins, 
a third place in the Wella FF series, and quite a few 
“offs” while well placed. It was at this stage that 
Stephen gained the reputation mentioned earlier. 
“They were silly things. A lot were my fault but I 
always got blamed for a lot of other people’s 
accidents, especially by AUTOsPoRT!” He had some 
good races though, lying second in the opening 
round of the European FF series at Zolder only to 


xton last summer. 


* 


Stephen South — the man most likely to. 


break a driveshaft with six laps to go, and then 
having a puncture at the Snetterton FF Festival 
while lying second to Derek Lawrence (later to be 
disqualified). 

The following year, he again prepared for a 
season of FF. He’d looked at categories like F3, but 
‘felt that “if I didn’t win in FF, it would be pointless 
trying to win in F3 and spend more money trying 
to do so.” 

The year 1974 didn’t start off particularly well, 
for Stephen failed to finish his first four races. “TI 
hadn’t even got passed the first corner until 
April!” Undeterred, but still paying out of his own 
pocket, he carried on, “still looking for a way out 
of FF, but the alternatives were always so 
expensive.” Eleven race wins came that “very 
competitive” year and Stephen was enjoying his 
motor racing far more than his karting. He 
finished second in the BOC FF series to Syd Fox 
after the infamous disqualifications of Richard 
Morgan and Bernard Verimilio. Ironically, “Fox 
hadn’t won a BOC race all season, but I hadn’t 
finished out of the top six — until the last round, 
that is.” ; 

The move into Formula 3 came at the beginning 
of last year. Bert Ray was prepared to build up a 
brand new chassis and, with David Aron of 
Northgate Securities supplying finance, Stephen 
bought a Toyota Novamotor engine. It was a very 
limited budget on which to run, but by mid-season 
the combination was going “reasonably well.” 

South showed his mettle on quite a few 
occasions in the BP qualifying rounds and he 
proved to be consistently the best British runner 
all season. Sadly, he wasn’t really able to get the 
results for his efforts. 

The future looked bleak when, at the Silver- 
stone Formula 2 meeting last August, a slow 
puncture caused an off-course excursion at 
Becketts. While South coolly kept the car under 
control, he looked up in time to see a catch fence 
pole rip into the front of the car and almost 
decapitate him. The Ray was completely des- 
troyed but South was. unharmed, although now 
without a car and no money to produce a new one. 

By a stroke of luck a former karting friend, John 
Stokes, had bought the ex-Danny Alderton F3 
March 753 but didn’t really know what to do with 
it. He asked for Stephen’s help, and an agreement 
was reached whereby South used the car for the 
final three BP qualifying rounds. Suffice to say 
that South, running under Stokes’s Bogarts of 
Birmingham Wine Bar and Discotheque banner, 
was able to challenge the Gunnar Nilssons of this 


world. ‘ ay 
For this season Stephen intends to remain in F3 


and, in recognition of his efforts towards the end 
of last year, March Engineering have offered him 
semi-works support. John Stokes is again helping 
him, and between them they’ve formed a two-car 
team. Now all that remains is for South to 
continue to show the potential he has threatened 
of late. Success will surely come his way. 


CHRIS WITTY 
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Road test 
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Perhaps the most important technical break- 
through of recent years has been the VariPower 
steering of the Citroén SM. The SM, alas, is no 
more, because its Maserati engine is no longer 
available. It is excellent news, however, that the 
highly sophisticated steering is now available on 
the CX 2200. Admittedly, it can only be obtained 
on the up-market Pallas version, and the extra 


cost is considerable. Nevertheless, the difference. 


is so great that it must pay for itself in terms of 
driving pleasure. 

This difference may be expressed numerically as. 
2% turns from lock to lock instead of five turtis, 
but there’s much more to it than that. The five 
turns’ of the standard car are fairly heavy at, 
parking speeds, but the steering of the Pallas is 
fully powered. Even if the vehicle is stationary, the 
driver has only to release the steering at full lock 
when the power centering will spin it back to the 
straight-ahead position. Such steering is ideal for 
parking and town work but it could be far too light 
and insensitive for high-speed driving — owners 
of some American cars will know what I mean. 

Here, the most essential feature of VariPower 
comes into play. As the car goes faster, the 
fully-powered steering first becomes merely 
power-assisted and then, at the highest speeds, 
virtually manual. It is manual steering with a 
difference, however for the hydraulic power is in 
reserve to prevent the wheel from being snatched 
from the driver’s hands by a vast bump or 
pot-hole. At high speeds, the very quick steering 
feels rather like that of a racing car, permitting the 
driver to alter the line, or dodge a slippery patch of 
road, with merely a flick of the wrist. 

’ Such quick steering feels perfectly natural to 
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Overall, the Citroen CX body is a brilliantly efficient design. 


CX2200 Pallas: exceptional 


by John Bolster 


the man who used to own a Frazer-Nash or. a 
Bugatti. To those accustomed to the more 
villainous manifestations of modern technique, a 
period of acclimatisation may be necessary. Let 
me say, though, that the Pallas steering will seem 
far less tricky than that of the SM. The SM 
required only two turns of the steering wheel to go 
from lock to lock, but the Pallas asks for 2%, that 
small increase causing the response to be far less 
daunting to the uninitiated. There were those who 
never felt fully in control of the SM, but I think 
that the most insensitive driver would eventually 
get the message with the Pallas. 

What this steering does is to make a large and 
luxurious saloon handle like a light single-seater. 
Personally, I am terrified to drive fast in cars with 
soggy, low-geared steering, because I know that 
in an emergency one has no hope of dodging and 
must meet the obstacle head-on. VariPower is the 
best steering yet and certainly the safest; I make 
no excuse for devoting so much space to this very 
important feature. Incidentally, the steering can 
be fixed on full lock for parking on a hill, by 
removing the key. 

The other control which is typically Citroén is 
the brake pedal. This has the very short movement 
with. which addicts are familair, from the old 
‘button’ of the DS. Though an ordinary pedal is 
now used, the response is still that of the ancient 
arrangement, but few people find much difficulty 
in coping with this nowadays, perhaps because 
the long-travel, spongy brake pedal is less 
common than it once was on other cars. 

The expression CX is the term used in equations 
by French technicians, to denote the drag 
coefficient. It is therefore a logical label for a car 
with extremely low drag characteristics. What is 
so pleasing about the Citroén is that it achieves 
this result, plus exceptional stability, without the 
use of unsightly dams and spoilers. Much of its 
efficiency comes from the smooth underside. 
Beneath the nose, an air intake is concealed which 
feeds the radiator, and this draws off much air that 
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would otherwise be forced underneath, causing 
both drag and lift. 

More important is the shape of the upper part of 
the nose, which gently encourages laminar flow of 
the air over the top surface of the body, thereby 
rendering obstruction of the passage underneath, 
less necessary. It will also be noticed that the nose 
is rounded in plan, this persuading some of the air 
displaced to join the general airflow pattern along 
the sides. This is done with great care, for with 
ordinary, square-nosed gars, the cross-flow 
combines with the overall flow to form vortices 
parallel with the sides of the car, producing lift in 
addition to drag. 

If the shape of the nose is of paramount 
importance, so is the underside at the rear of the 
car. It is well known that any car, travelling at 
speed, draws a turbulent wake behind it. Most cars 
have a high-pressure area underneath, which 
tends to lift the back of the car, but if the rear 
under-panel of the car slopes away from the 
ground, the increasing clearance can put this 
normally high-pressure region in full communica- 
tion with the low-pressure wake. 


This is the reason for the raised tail of the 
Citroén, which gives a downward pressure on the 
rear tyres instead of the lift that causes instability 
in less intelligent designs. The upswept rear panel 
under the car could not be used effectively if the 
Citroén had a back axle, but it doesn’t. Nor could it 
be employed if a large spare tyre had to be carried 
low down beneath the luggage boot. However, the 
spare has been accommodated under the front 
bonnet, in spite of its downswept nose. Thus, there 
is a big duct of steadily increasing volume beneath 
the car, which prevents a high-pressure build-up 
and reduces drag by increasing the pressure of the 
turbulent wake. 

This brief analysis of the body shape of the CX 
only touches on a few aspects of a brilliant design. 
It is a car of our times because it is a large and 
spacious saloon with unusually comfortable rear 
seats, yet-it is as fast as some cars of two or even 
three times its engine size and, when driven with 
moderation, its fuel consumption may be com- 
pared with that of the popular 1.6-litre class. 

The front seats are adjustable for height as well 
as in a fore and aft direction, so drivers of all sizes 
may be accommodated, the generous glass area 
giving-a good all-round view. All the seats feel 


luxurious and they also locate the occupants well- 


against lateral forces. I have travelled in the rear 
seats and found them exceptionally comfortable. 
The controls are wel! placed, notably the switches 
for the direction indicator and the lights, the 
windscreen wipers and washers, and the town and 
country horns — far more convenient than the 
usual flimsy stalks. 

The engine accelerates smoothly from 500rpm 
in top gear and one may make numerous local 
journeys without ever exceeding 3000rpm. 
However, this is a big car with only 2175cc to pull 
it, so it pays to go up to 6000rpm in the gears when 
rapid overtaking is required. The engine can then 
be heard and felt, but it is normally exceptionally 
quiet, as is the transmission. THe gearchange is 
easy but it is most pleasant when handled gently 
rather than snatched. 

The maximum speed of a Citroén is always 
difficult to assess and it seems to go on building up 
when the car is driven on full throttle for a 
considerable distance. I timed it at 114mph after 
holding it flat for a couple of miles, but it might 
well have registered a little more with a longer 
run. Though I have greatly enjoyed a 5-speed box 
on the DS, I did not consciously miss the extra 
ratio. As the permitted maximum revs, 6000rpm, 
would be equivalent to 120mph, the car is 
sufficiently high geared to render over-revving 
impossible. 

All four tyres stick to the road, thanks to the 
hydro-pneumatic suspension. The angle of roll is 
not excessive but the car is at its best on the faster 
bends, where it feels exceptionally stable, and has 
roadholding to spare if a sudden emergency 
enforces a change of line or panic braking. The 
understeering characteristic is more noticeable on 
the sharper corners and the stability in side-winds 
is outstanding. The brakes are easy to apply 
violently without locking the wheels, in spite of 
the short pedal travel; they stand up well to hard 
driving. 

The ride is very smooth without any up and 
down movement or pitching. A single. sub-frame 
for both front and rear suspensions ensures that 
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tip operation on binnacle behind wheel. 


h no lips over which heavy objec 


ts must be lifted. 
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Road test 


Low frontal aspect and wide-track is evident. 
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Nose shape also encourages air-flow to the sides. ' 


Crowded under-bonnet scene. Most routine check items, however, are readily accessible. 


the precision of the steering shall not be marred by 
relative movement. It carries the engine and 
transmission as well as the suspension anchorage 
points and is insulated from the steel body shell by 
16 flexible mountings. The luggage boot has a flat 
floor, with no lips over which the heavy objects 
must be lifted. The self-levelling suspension 
ensures that the car maintains the same height, 
irrespective of load. 

Accurate focusing of the powerful headlights 
avoids dazzle in the dipped position. The heating 
system works effectively in.a remarkably short 
distance after a cold start. The separate duct for 
cool breathing air can be pressurised by the 
three-speed fan, and air admission is through 
proper eyeball-type ventilators. 

It is difficult to express in words the effortless 
movement of the Pallas and the pleasure that even 
a blasé motorist obtains from handling it. 
The steering seems so exactly right and driving is 
just as enjoyable whether one floats along 
country lanes or cruises at over 100mph. The 
torque of the engine encourages early changing 
up, to the benefit of fuel economy. Even including 
stops and starts and town work, the car seems 
reluctant to consume more than a gallon of petrol 
for 25 miles, while the man who sticks to the limits 
may see a full 30mpg on a long run. 

The Pallas can be identified by. a full length 
rubbing strip and rubber inserts in the bumpers, 
plus stainless steel window trim and attractive’ 
enjoliveurs on the wheels. “My” car was finished 
in a dark metallic colour called Grey Vulcain, with 
upholstery in caramel jersey velour. It was so 
good-looking that several strangers commented 
on it when I parked it. In the past, I would perhaps 
have been more excited by the sort of car that sets 
its tyres on fire when the lights go green, but 
nowadays such driving is scarcely realistic. I have 
been testing cars for AurosporT for a quarter of 
a century and in that time well over a thousand 
vehicles must have shared my journeys with me, 
but I shall remember the miles I enjoyed in the. 

company of the Citroén CX 2200 Pallas for a long 
time. 
SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 
Car tested: Citroen CX 2200 Pallas 4-door saloon, price £4,360 
including car tax and VAT. 

ine: Four-cylinders 90 x 85.5 mm (2177 cc). Compression ratio 
9 to 1. 112bhp at 5500rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves in 
hemispherical combustion chambers. Weber twin-choke down- 
draught carburettor. f 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh 
gearbox with central remote control, ratios 0.80, 1.13, 1.83 and 
3.17 to 1. Final drive by helical-toothed spur gears, ratio 4.583 to 1. 


Chassic: Steel monocoque with full-length sub-frame. Independent 
hydro-pneumatic self-levelling suspension of all four wheels, powered 
by engine-driven pump, with front wishbones and rear light-alloy 
trailing arms, plus anti-roll bars both ends. VariPower steering with 
fully-powered rack and pinion having variable assistance in inverse 
ratio to car speed and powered centering giving 2% turns lock to 
tock. Fully power-operated dual circuit disc brakes, ventilated in front, 
with compensation for weight transfer. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 
Michelin 185/175 SR 15 tyres. 

Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. 
Rev-cOunter. Fuel and temperature gauges. Clock, Heating, 
demisting and ventilation system with heated rear window. 
Electrically-controlled door windows. 2-speed windscreen wipers and 
washers. Flashing direction indicators. Reversing lights. Map light. 
Cigar fighter. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase 9ft 4in. Track 4ft 10in/4ft 5.5in. Overall 
length 15ft lin. Width 5ft 8in. Weight 1 ton 4% cwt. 

Performance: Maximum speed 114 mph. Speeds in gears: Third 85 
mph, second 53 mph, first 30 mph. Standing quarter-mile 18.0s. 
Acceleration: 0.30 mph 3.6s, 0.50 mph 7.8s, 0.60 mph 11.5s, 
0.80 ph 20.2s, 0.100 mph 41.2s. 


Citroén CX 2200 
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ESSO UNIFLO SOUTH WEST STAGES 


Sparrow in the forests 


The organisers of the Esso Uniflo South West 
Stages regularly seem to cope with their local 
organisational problems and put on a slick event. 
Organised jointly by Exeter MC, Taunton MC and 
Plymouth MC, the rally, as has become tradition- 
al, started in Taunton. and finished in Exeter with 
the lunch halt in Barnstaple at a new and very 
acceptable venue, the Barnstaple Motel. The 
stages were all forestry with the exception of the 
now famous Porlock toll road and a private estate 
tarmac road just North of Launceston. Conditions 
were atrocious, light rain at the start getting 
steadily heavier all day, and turning the final 
stages in the Haldons into stretches of treacher- 
ous quagmire. Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes were 
undeterred, and took the Magnum Coupé to a 
_convincing victory, thus gaining maximum points 
towards both the Esso Uniflo BFRDA Gold Star 
and Pirelli/CCC championships. 
In the absence of last year’s winner, John 
Taylor, who was competing in sunnier climes, the 
entry was headed by the Welsh team of Terry 
Brown/Ednyfed Morgan in their ATS 2-litre 
RS1600. For a crew entered by a tyre company 
their choice of tyres at the start was somewhat 
strange, with Dunlop M&S on the front and 
Klebers on the rear. The favourites for victory 
started at 2: Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes were in 
the same G4.DTV/Castrol Magnum Coupé rolled 
by Will on the Granite City the previous weekend. 
The team had worked hard all week to rebuild the 
car, but mechanically it was as before, starting 
with the same suspension used on the Granite 
(after a number of experiments): The main object 
of the exercise was for the team to gain as much 
experience as possible working together. Will 


started the event on A2s, a fact which caused.a © 
little head-scratching at scrutineering when one . 


of the local competitors decided to query the 


legality of the tyre as a racing tyre; but this was. - 


soon sorted out. i 
At 3 was the familiar Team Avon Tyres/Team 


Castrol RS1600 of David Stokes/Bill Andrews, — 


hoping for better luck than on the Dukeries with 
their famous ex-Adrian Boyd car. ‘The ever- 
smiling Frank Pierson was at 4, again partnered by 
Arthur Brick in the Century Oils RS1600, fitted 
with a new front brake master cylinder after their 
Dukeries retirement. Flu victim John 
Edwards-Parton left 5 vacant, while at 6 were 
Randolph Whittal-Williams/Roger Hemmings, 


whose ex-Nigel Rockey RS1600 was still virgin-- 


white waiting for a sponsor; Randolph reckoned 


BTRDA ROUND 3 


he was really going to give the car its head after 
feeling his way on the Dukeries. At 7, Peter 
Bryant/Richard Frew were giving the competition 
debut to the Clan Crusader which has replaced the 
trusty Imp; in fact most of the latter’s major 
components have found their way into the-new 
car. Sponsorship comes from Revolution Wheels, 
and the car is prepared by Abbey Garage, 


Croydon. Tony Morris/Richard Lewis in the © 


Piranha RS1600 were at 8 and destined to have a 
fraught rally due to gear selection and front brake 
problems. The top ten was completed by the 
RS1600s of Stan Dukes/Roy Willcox and David 
Grainger/Dave Nicholas in the Cambrian Tyre 
Service car. 

Outside the top ten, the main interest was to lie 
in the battle for second place between the 
ex-works Makinen ice racing RS1600 of John 
Eaton/Duncan Spence and the Tecalemit fuel- 
injected V6 Escort of Mike Brown/John Mullard. 

’ The event started promptly at 8.30 from the 
Somerset College of Art, and poor David Stokes 
had a repeat of the previous week’s electrical 
problems and got no further than the start-line. 
From the start the event proceeded direct into the 
Brendons for the first five forest stages, starting 
with the popular (at least to spectators) Chargot 
Wood, through Kennisham and on to Brendon 1; 
there John Eaton was to suffer loss of first and 
reverse gears plus a holed radiator, damage which 
hardly seemed to slow him a bit once the radiator 
had been replaced. SS4, the long 8'%-mile Brendon 
2, saw problems for many, including the retire- 
ment of Mike Fowler’s RS2000. Terry Brown had 
his distributor cap come loose, Peter Crewes had 
the rotor arm break up on his Cooper S, and Del 
Lines in the Berni Inns Porsche lost his rear 
valance, which fell on the exhaust pipes and then 
caught fire; the crew had a very worrying couple 
of minutes before the panel fell off, leaving a 
charred heap to mark their passing. 

The rally proceeded to Porlock, where the crews 
certainly seemed to enjoy the sweeps and hairpins 
of this famous hill; certainly Charles Eveson won’t 
forget the large stag which jumped out in front of 
the Hartford Motors Escort TC and led it up the 
hill for 200 yards! The long road run to Barn- 


staple was compensated for with virtually 


instant results, and pleasant surroundings at the 
Barnstaple Motel. After six stages, positions were: 
Sparrow, 1322; Brown, 1348; Morris, 1351; 
Simpson, 1352; Pierson, 1352; and Eaton, 1358. 
From lunch, the route proceeded down through 


Devon and just over the Cornish border, calling 
into various forests along its tortuous route. The 
Simpson brothers got no further than SS8 
Welsford, where they were seen placing their 
Escort on what must be the tallest transporter in 
British rallying with transmission problems. SS9,a 
tarmac road in Werrington Park, featured a long, 
narrow bridge with tall parapets immediately 
followed by a 90 left over a slippery cattle grid— 
quite an experience for many! 

The route then headed back through Devon 
with dramas at SS10 Quoditchmoor, where Terry 
Brown had a halfshaft let go on the line and retired 
on the spot, and Stan Dukes had an off which put 
him fair and square in the middle of a log pile. 
Subsequently the stage was scrubbed due to a 
faulty finish clock. On through soggy Devon, the 
rally briefly visited Exeter city centre for a 
time-card Collection point, before taking in the 
sodden delights of the Haldons. At Exeter, after 14 
stages, Sparrow had extended the Vauxhall’s lead: 
Sparrow, 2150; Whittal-Williams, 2193; Eaton, 
2202; Brown, 2203; Pierson, 2206.. 

The positions would have stayed this way until 
the end but for a slight fracas on the penultimate 
stage, when the start was delayed for an 
ambulance to proceed onto the stage in order to 
pick up a woman who had fainted. In the ensuing 
hassle, Whittal-Williams, running first car on the 
road, apparently left the stage start halfway 
through his minute, thus effectively adding 30 secs 
to his time and dropping from second to fourth. At 
the finish there were some prolonged discussions 
on the matter with the organisers, but common 
sense prevailed, and it was finally accepted that 
the onus for accepting a time (either start of 
finish) must lie with the competitor. An unfor- 
tunate finish to a good performance, which will no 
doubt be repeated very soon on current form. 

So the rally ended, with a few genuine surprises 
in the top ten, and excellent performances from 
Mick Brown, John Eaton and Tony Morris; 
especially the latter two, who struggled through- 
out the event with gearbox problems. 


Sparrow’s win was achieved in typical unflus-. 


tered style, his comment when asked how it was 
going being:. “I’m trying to drive as fast as my 
tyres will allow me to.” In.fact, the tremendous 
grip of his A2s nearly caused him to roll on SS1 
when he got the car onto two wheels, but lady 
luck: was kinder to him than in Scotland! 


JOHN FODEN 


1, W. Sparrow/R. Spokes (Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 3076; 2; J. 
Eaton/D. Spence (Ford Escort RS1600), 3151; 3, M. Brown/J. 
Mullard (Ford Escort V6), 3159; 4, R. Whittal-Williams/R. 
Hemmings (Ford Escort RS1600), 3166; 5, F. Pierson/A. Brick (Ford 
Escort RS1600), 3179; 6, T. Morris/R. Lewis (Ford Escort RS1600), 
3183; 7, D. Grainger/D. Nicholas (Ford Escort RS1600), 3204; 8, 
J. Fergusson /J. Billet (Ford Escort RS2000), 3243: 9, A. Facey/B. 
Gummer (Ford Escort RS2000), 3248; 10, B. Taylor/R. Hitchen 
(Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 3257. 


Will Sparrow (pictured on the Scottish) took the Group 2 DTV Magnum to an outright victory on the South West Stages. 


CHRIS WITTY 


School for aces 


The lordly gent grunted with approval, nodding 
toward the Duke of Richmond who was sitting on 
the opposite table. I was told how impressed the 
Goodwood landowners had been with the recent 
introduction of the Winfield Racing Drivers 
School, especially after the half-hearted attempts 
of several other schools beforehand. They had 
reason to be. The Knight brothers, originators of 
the famous French Winfield School based at 
Magny-Cours in France, had just run their first 
finals day at the Sussex circuit, and an impressive 
affair it was, too. 

During their first full year operating out of the 
former race circuit, Mike Knight and his staff had 
whittled 140 pupils down to a final five. The 
process was quite simple: elimination by lap times. 
The finals day, which took place last Thursday, 
was run to the same format as used by Mike’s 
brother, Richard, at Magny-Cours. Five drivers 
are given a set number of laps. The School invites 
a panel of judges, who stand around the circuit at 
various points to watch the proceedings. For those 
five finalists it must have been nerve-racking, 
much worse than having a race. Just think of it. . 


Here you are with a chance of winning a brand 
new Formula Ford car (yes, that’s the prize) and 
all you have to do is to impress Frank Williams, 
John Watson, Tom Pryce, David Purley, Tim 
Schenken and Howden Ganley, as well as some 
cynical pressmen. Not very much to ask, 
remembering that none of the finalists had raced 
in single-seaters before... . 


The Winfield operation itself started way back 


.in 1963 when the Knight brothers ran the Jim 


Russell school in France. Henry Morrogh was 
chief instructor at the time, before leaving to set 
up his own thing in Italy, discovering Eddie 
Cheever in the process. The Knight brothers, 
switched on as they are, decided that perhaps they 
could go one step better than most, and thus their 
school was formed. 


As far as the French are concerned, the Winfield 
name is renowned for, talent spotting. Patrick 
Depailler, Jean-Pierre Jarier, Jacques Laffite, 
Johnny Servoz-Gavin and Jean-Claude Andruet, 
to name but a few of the recognised aces, have 


passed through the course. The name Winfield’ 


will gather strength in Britain, too, if last 
Thursday’s occasion is anything to go by; the 
professionalism of the whole operation had 
everyone talking. Although you will read in this 
week’s Sports Extra pages about the winner and 
his spoils, not to mention the runners-up, I must 
briefly outline how the final is judged. 


After Mike Knight had briefed the judges, we 
were divided into pairs and taken out to various 
corners on the circuit. I happened to be paired 
with Tim Schenken and we were situated at St 
Mary’s. Tim had a vested interest in the 
proceedings as the winner would get one of the 
brand new Tiga Formula Ford cars. I must say that 
the workmanship that Tim and Howden Ganley 
have put into the machine is first-class, and it was 
especially pleasing to all concerned in seeing the 
eventual Winfield Trophy winner doing so well 
with it at Mallory last weekend. 


Competitors were given three warming up laps 
in the school MRE Formula Ford followed by five 
timed laps. The Knight brothers had told them to 
treat it as a race — meaning a spin, or a mistake 
would mean omission. Running to a strict rev 
range and driving the car with school gearing, 
which meant changing gear at points where 


_ Schenken said it wasn’t really necessary, the 


pressure was on from the word go. 

_ David Lang, a 21-year-old Australian, was the 
first to go. The name is familiar to rally 
enthusiasts, because he recently won the Ford 


A delighted David Lang (with bottle) endures a group photograph. Our man, on far right (chap with glass). 


ty 
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Rally Person of the Month award for his efforts 
on the Mintex Dales event. Lang ran well and 
consistently but, as he was the first, it was difficult 
to tell. He looked a little untidy, but that’s what 
the majority of us. were looking for: the rough 
edges which could be smoothed out. 

To show how close it was going to be, the 
second man, David Ham (the youngest competitor 
at 19 years), was smoother and ended up recording 
exactly the same elapsed time for the five laps. 
This could be difficult. Schenken liked Ham’s style 
and, as we were informed, this lad was the only 
one of the five finalists not to have had any circuit 
experience. 

The third man, Clive Hawes, was very consis- 
tent but well over a second per lap slower, as was 
the last man to run, 19-year-old Roger Pedrick. It 
was the fourth to run, 23-year-old Scot Robin 
Gray, who, we discovered afterwards, the Knights 
reckoned to be “the favourite”. 

Here we had just the sort of situation the judges 
feared. The man made a mistake on his second lap 
at the chicane. He was trying too hard. The next 
few laps would be interesting, and they were. He 
managed to put in the quickest lap of the day (by 
0.8s) but failed to repeat it. What would we do? 

After deliberation, it was decided to have a 
run-off between Lang, Ham and Gray. Unfortun- 
ately the Scot was so dejected he’d been drowning 
his sorrows in Pace Petroleum’s delightful 
hospitality wagon (Pace were co-sponsors of the 
events). The favourite had to be excluded! So it 
was a straight fight, with one warm-up and three 
timed laps, for Lang and Ham, the latter running 
first. 

Now the pressure was really on for here we had 
two aspiring stars, neither with any money, 
desperately trying to win this superb prize. Well, 
Lang got it on the quicker overall time, surviving a 
moment on the grass in front of judges Schenken 
and Witty, which he collected well. But spare a 
thought for the bitterly disappointed Ham and 
Gray, surely two gents who, given the chance, 
may prove us all wrong one day. Perhaps Ham can 
take heart from the fact that Francois Cevert was 
beatén by Jimmy Mieusset when he took part in 
the school finals, and we all saw what heights 
Francois achieved during his all too short career. 

I honestly hope that this excellent method in 
deciding the winner of such a competition is 
repeated annually. As for Mike and Richard 
Knight, one can only bestow praise on them for 
such a worthwhile enterprise, and long may it 
continue. As for the course, which I partially 
undertook late last year along with our resident 
staff photographer David Winter, this again I can 
recommend. Getting Winter into a racing car for 
the first time ever was an achievement in itself. 
Furthermore, the day ended with the Knight 
brothers reckoning he had more potential than 
me! 


Quotes of the week 


Not trying to steal any thunder from Nick 
Brittan, I can’t resist telling you about a couple of 
quotes I heard over the Race of Champions 
weekend. One came from RAM Brabham driver 
Patrick Neve, who’d been testing the Stanley- 
BRM a few weeks before at Silverstone. ‘‘As you 
know the driveshaft broke as I came into Stowe. 
Anyway, I stopped the car and got out. Then 
Aubrey (‘Strawberry’ to his friends) Woods came 
up in his road car looking very worried. ‘What 
happened?’ he say. ‘The driveshaft has broken,’ I 


_tell him. ‘Damn. That’s the strongest part of the 


2 99 


car’. 

Then there’s Tiff Needell, who won the Allied 
Polymer FF2000 by over 37s in his Hawke. “I 
thought that perhaps a few of the team managers 
might watch the first couple of laps so I drove my 
balls off to build up a lead.” I think he pulled out 
something like 5s in the first two laps. He was 
right, I thought, because Frank Williams 
remarked afterwards that he saw “some bloke 


. disappear off into the lead and it all looked a bit 


boring.” 

Finally, can you remember the last time a 
Formula | driver got penalised at the start of an Fl 
race? We’ve gone back as far as 1962 and we can’t 
find an occasion. Gunnar Nilsson (especially) and 


Vittorio Brambilla (perhaps) are willing to donate 


a surprise prize to whoever finds out.. . . 
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Fifth-placed Mike Entwhistle leads a bevy of MGA sports cars during the entertaining show from 


the MGA Register. 
CROFT~ 


Bright highlights Notts meeting 


John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21) and Peter 
Harrington (Ed Praxel’s Lotus-Scholar 69F) 
showed their class at Croft with a Formula Ford 
dice, won by Bright with an 0.2s margin, which 
was the highlight of the Nottingham SCC’s. 
meeting. A rather small entry and objectionable 
weather made the whole affair less than festive 
but there was enough good racing to keep the 
meagre crowd entertained. Jim Evans took 
another convincing win in the AET Engineering 
Escort Turbo in the Alan Pond Special Saloon 
round, while two other easy winners who are no 
strangers to success at Croft were Andy Smith 
(Alex Smith Metals Elan) in the Dick Protheroe 
Mod Sports race and Andy Barton (March 752) in 
the Libre finale. ; 


The first of two Ladies Cup Formula Ford races 
began with Sir Charles Aitchison (Crosslé 25F) 
snatching the lead, but after a couple of laps John 
Bright was through into a lead he never again 
looked like losing. Aitchison hung on to second 
place ahead of Ken Pickering (Jamun T3), while 
Peter Harrington finished a challenging fourth 
after losing ground in the opening, wetter, laps in 
a car which is not at its best in the wet. Nigel 
Robinson (Merlyn Mk 24) and Brian Thompson 
(Royale RP16) completed the leading bunch at the’ 
finish, a bunch which had lost Mick Starkey (ATS 
Merlyn Mk 20A) after an early touch from another 
car had upset the handling. : 

Three Clubmans B class cars came out with th 
small field of Mod Sports machinery, but despite a 
very game initial lead by Jim Adamson’s Rock 
Engineering Group Davrian Mk 7, it was only a 
matter of time before Andy Smith took charge in 
his Elan on a drying track. Adamson departed from 
the fray on the eleventh lap after losing a place to 
Tan McCullough’s Mallock U2-Rowland Mk 16. 
The latter’s advantage was only temporary, 
however, for the U2 then glided to a halt — out of 

_ petrol! This left McCullough’s erstwhile opponent, 
Don Farthing, in an inherited second place, over a 
minute ahead of John Read’s Sprite. 

With the track now virtually dry the second 
helping of FFs put on a really good exhibition. 
Bright made a first-class start and for a while it 
looked as though the Royale was going to walk it. 
However, Harrington had the Praxel Lotus well 
wound up this time and soon won back lost 
ground to take the lead on lap five. The two 
remained locked together for the duration and 
until the very last lap it looked as though. 
Harrington might hold his tenuous advantage. 
Nevertheless it was Bright who slipped past the 
flag first. Behind these two there was another duel 
for third place which was resolved in favour of 
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Ken Pickering from Mick Starkey, Sir Charles’ 


Aitchison and Nigel Robinson. Starkey had reset 
his Merlyn’s suspension but was in the wars again, 
this time with a speck of something painful in his 
eye. The battles still continued down the field with 
John Kent (“The Tickled Trout” Royale-Scholar 
RP21) taking a hard earned seventh from Tony 
Barley (Royale-Neil Brown RP21). 

Nine members of the MGA Register were 
paying their first ever visit to Croft and put on a 
pretty fair’ show. Amid a crescendo of howling 
tyres Mike Walker (despite losing most of his 
exhaust system) strove hard and long to hold off 
Roy McCarthy in another well modded example. 
The issue was settled on lap 10 when McCarthy 
lost time but not his place with a quick spin. There 
was quite a scrap for second place too with\Robert 
McElroy’s Twin Cam taking over from Neil 
Cawthorn on lap eight. A full grid of these cars 
would not go amiss at a future North Eastern 
meeting. 

The rain was coming down again for the Alan 
Pond Trophy which catered for Special Saloons 
divided at 1300 cc. The Turbo Escort whistled 
away to an instantly commanding lead, although 
perhaps aided by Doug Niven stalling on the line 
in his 1930 FVC-powered ex-Whiting Escort, 
which still bore All Car Equipe paintwork. Niven 
got away after a push and thrust his way back up 
to fourth, only to have the Escort die on him with a 
lap to go. Meanwhile Keith Bowmaker managed 
to keep the margin between him and the leader 
down to reasonable proportions in the TrackTune 
Escort V8. Dave Horsley (Mini-Cooper S) was 
third for most of the race, well clear of a 
spectacular scrap which ended up with Doug 
Emms (Camaro) heading Owen Corrigan (Cooper 
S), Peter Taylor (5.7 Sunbeam Rapier-Chevrolet), 
Malcolm Stevens (Ford Falcon) and Ian Harrison 
(Cooper S). Sadly, Gerald Clark crashed his 
Cooper S on the second lap and was taken to 
hospital with (at the time of leaving the cireuit) 
indeterminate neck injuries. 

The day ended with another runaway winner — 
Andy Barton — who had no real challenger for his 


_ March 752 in the Libra race. Tim Wood kept up his 


good form for second place in the John Thistle- 
thwaite Brabham BT 35 andthe only other driver on 
the same lap as Barton at the finish (and then only 
just) was John Stokes (Bogart’s F3 March 753). 
What’s more there were only two competitors 
who completed 11 laps, Longridge expert Warren. 
Booth in his Speedspares (Burnley) ex-LIRA Lotus 
69 and the ex-Team Harper Atlantic-engined 


. Chevron B27 of American Bok Brown. 


CHRIS MASON 


e 


- Ladies Cup/Graham Coaker Trophy Formula Ford (12 


Laps): 1, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21) 16m 25.0s, 76.75 mph; 
2, Sir Charles Aitchison (Crossle-Scholar 25F), 16m 29.4s; 3, Ken 
Pickering (Jamun J3), 16m 34.4s; 4, Peter Harrington 
(Lotus-Scholar 69F) 16m 34.6; 5 Nigel Robinson (Merlyn-Minster 
Mk 24), 16m 40.8; 6, Brian Thompson (Royale RP16), 16m 54.2s. 
Fastest Lap: Harrington, 1m 19.2s, 79.55 mph. : 
Vitesse Trophy/Dick’ Protheroe Trophy Mod Sports and 
Lawson Trophy/Peter Wingfield Trophy Clubmans 
Supersports (12 laps). Overall: 1, Andrew Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan) 
16m 00.8s 78.68 mph; 2, Don Farthing (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 
16E), 16m 16.0s; 3, John Read (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 17m 
16.4; 4, Eddie Falkous (1.1 Ginetta-Ford G4), 11 Japs. Modsports 
1501-2000 ce: 1, Smith. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 
18.0s, 80.77 mph. 1151-1500 ce: 1, Read, 72.94 mph. No other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Read, 1m 23.8s, 75.18 mph. Up to 1150 ce: 
1, Falkous, 71.79 mph, 2, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian-lmp Mk 7). No 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Jim Adamson (1.1 Davrian-Imp Mk 7), 
Im 19.4s, 79.35 mph. Clubmans FF engined: 1, Farthing, speed 
not given. 2, Steve Farthing (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron Mk 11/14). 
No other finishers. Fastest lap: lan McCullough (1.6 Mallock U2- 
Rowland Mk 16), 1m 19.0s, 79.75 mph. s Y 
Ladies Cup/Graham Coaker Trophy Formula Ford (12 
laps): 1, Bright, 15m 09.4s, 83.13 mph; 2, Harrington, 15m 09.6s; 
3, Pickering, 15m 20.8s; 4, Mick Starkey (Merlyn-Scholar Mk20A), 
15m 23.0s; 5, Aitchison, 15m 24.8s; 6, Robinson, 15m 25.4s. 
Fastest Lap: Bright, 1m 14.0s, 85.14 mph. - 

MGA Register Cars (12 Laps): 1, Michael Walker, 18m 33.6s, 
67.88 mph; 2, Roy McCarthy, 18m 35.0s; 3, Robert McElroy, 19m 
07.0s; 4, Nei! Cawthorn, 19m 13.8s; 5 Mike Entwistle, 19m 50.8s; 
6 Andrew Thomas. No time given. Fastest Lap: McCarthy, 1m 
28.8s, 70.95 mph (Establishes Record). 

Alan Pond/Nottingham Cup Special Saloons (12 laps). 
Overall: 1, Jim Evans (2.0 Ford Escort RS2000 Turbo), 17m 29.4s; 
2, Keith Bowmaker (4.7 Ford Escort V8), 17m 48.8s; 3, Dave 
Horsley (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 17m 55.0s; 4 Doug Emms (5.0 
Chevrolet Camaro), 18m 40.4s. Over 1300 cc: 1, Evans; 2, 
Bowmaker; 3, Emms. Fastest lap: Evans, 1m 19.48, 79.35 mph. Up 
to 1300 cc: 1, Horsley, 70.32 mph; 2, Owen Corrigan (1.3 
Mini-Cooper S); 3, lan Harrison (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: 
Horsley, 1m 26.6s, 72.75 mph. : 

Graham Coaker Trophy Formule Libre (12 Laps). Overall 
and over 1600 ce: 1, Andy Barton (1.8 March-BDE 752), 14m 
44.0s, 85.52 mph; 2, Tim Wood (1.8 Brabham-FVC BT35), 15m 
22.0s; 3, John Stokes (2.0 March- Movamotor/ Toyota 753), 16m 
00.0s; 4, Warren Booth (1.9 Lotus-BDA 69), 11 laps. Fastest Lap: 
Barton, 1m 11.6s, 87.99 mph. Up to 1600 ce: 1, Bob Brown (1.6 
Chevron-Swindon BDA 827), 75.09 mph; 2, Dave Morgan (1.6 
Merlyn-Scholar Mk 20A/24); 3, Ken Brown (1.6 Mallock 
U2-Rowland Mk 16). Fastest Lap: Brown, 1m 21.6s, 77.21 mph, 


Fastest 1150 mod sports car was Jim Adamson’s 
Davrian. . 
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Eddie Jordan (Lotus 69) leads the Atlantic event from the Chevrons of McGarrity and Gowdy. 


MONDELLO PARK 


The establishment dominates 


It wasn’t exactly a spectacular start to the Irish 
season on St Patrick’s Day, March 17, but at least 
the sun was shining and a good crowd turned out 
at Mondello Park for the IMRC’s traditional 
meeting. The list of racé winners could have been 
copied from several of last year’s meetings, with 


familiar names occupying first places, including - 


Rosemary Smith, Stee Griffin, Patsy McGarrity, 
and David Kennedy. But this did not indicate lack 
of excitement or competition and, although some 
races were poorly supported, there are reasonably 
healthy indications that several new car and 
driver combinations will shortly be forthcoming 
to swell the grids and provide closer motor racing. 
Hope, as it is said, springs eternal. 

Northerner Jim McClements is a rare sight 
indeed at Mondello Park and it was expected that 
he would present a powerful challenge to 
Mondello’s established Mini king Stee Griffin, in 
the first race of the year, for special saloons. 
Rosemary Smith had no challengers at all for the 
over 1350cc class, but battery trouble with her 
Ford Escort-FVC in practice saw her on the back 
of the grid behind the Mini hoardes. A pair of 
“siamesed” Minis led the field into Shell, with 
Griffin grimly holding the inside line to lead 
McClements out of the first corner. By the end of 
the lap Griffin had built up a cushion of fresh air 
between himself and McClements, and Miss Smith 
was seventh. Lap 3 saw her in fourth place, and 
two: laps later she was challenging McClements, 
slipping past under braking for Shell and going in 
on the outside to tighten the inside line for the 
Mini — which made heavy contact with the rear of 
the Escort, removing the winged boot lid in the 
process. On the next lap, Rosemary made her bid 
earlier to slip into second at Shell, arid Mc- 
Clements fell to Conor Lineham and Seamus 
O’Connor. Rosemary had the bit between her 
teeth as she relentlessly narrowed the gap on the 
leader, and she powered past Griffin on the start of 
the final lap. Griffin almost put the little Rolo Mini 
into the open boot of the Escort at the right-hand 
Shell hairpin and all around the BP left-hander, 
finally finishing only 1.4s down in second place 
and winning the 1350cc class by 12.4s from 
Linehan. 

Where have all the modsports gone? One of the 
best Mondello classes in recent years was reduced 
to four starters on this occasion, and leader Ed 
Mahon was an early retirement with his Midget, 
which let Brendan Lynch away to an easy win in 
the ex-John Gale 1974/75 Duckhams Champion- 
ship-winning Aldon Midget from Dave Waters in 
Gloria Kissane’s ten-year-old Sprite Mk 1. 


Only five Formula Atlantics were listed, and Des | 


Donnelly was a non-starter, his drive in Gerry 
Kinnane’s ex-Alan Jones/Bill Gowdy March 74B 
failing to materialize as the car was not yet ready 
following a winter’s meticulous rebuild by 
Kinnane. Ken Fildes opted out of driving the dated 
Lotus 69, until something better turns up, and the 
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Encyclopaedia Brittanica car was entered by 
Terry McGovern for former FF man Eddie Jordan. 
And Jordan proved his mettle by blasting off the 
grid into the lead from twice BP Atlantic 
Championship winner Patsy McGarrity. Everyone 
expected the experienced McGarrity rapidly to 
dispose of Jordan, but the Duckhams/Jet Chevron 
B29 was still in second place at the end of six laps. 
Patsy then made his move at Duckhams and on 
lap seven there was a new leader, and Jordan had 
to contend with pressure from Bill Gowdy in a 
Chevron B25. Jordan’s promising Atlantic debut 
expired, with lack of oil pressure and a bearing 
run, on lap 11; and Derek Shortall picked up third 
place, despite an “off” at Dunlop, in his Vista 
Chevron B27. 

At the express wish of his sponsor John Hynes 
of Group Waterworks, David Kennedy returned 
home from the British racing scene to dominate 
totally the Formula Ford race in the Crossle 30F. 
Crawford Harkness was initially challenged by 
Michael Roe, until the promising but still untidy 
Roe spun his Crossle 25F, and in the closing laps 
Harkness was taken by the similar Van Diemen of 
Trevor Templeton. Padraic Mooney brought his 
smart Merlyn Mk 29 into fourth place, with Roe 
eventually finishing fifth. There were not quite 
enough Formula Fords to make up two heats and 
a final, as per last season, but now with a big gap 
regarding quality of machinery and driving talent 
between the front-runners and the tail-enders, 
serious thought must be given to grading of 


drivers into separate races as the season 
progresses. 

After the vintage car handicap, won by R. J. 
Swan in a pristine Lancia Lambda, which made a 
contrast to the World Rally Championship Lancia 
Stratos, resplendent in Alitalia livery, which did a 
number of demonstration laps between races. 
Second in this race was David Dunn who also had 
fastest lap in his equally immaculate Lagonda. - 

Finally, there was a production or showroom 
saloon race, won by Joe Greenan (BMW 2002Tii) 
by a big margin from Frank O’Rourke (Ascona 
1900), the latter pulling away from the Magnums 
of Plum Tyndall and Eddie Jordan and Russell 


Connell’s Capri 3000.. 
BRIAN FOLEY 


Modified saloons (10 flaps): 1, Rosemary Smith (Ford Escort-FVC), 
11m 09.8s, 66.65mph; 2, Stee Griffin (Mini), 11m 11.2s; 3, Conor 
Linehan (Mini), 11m 23.6s; 4, Seamus O'Connor (Mini), 11m 24.8s; 
5, Jim McClements (Mini), 11m 27.8s; 6, Cyril McCabe {Mini), 11m 
41.4s. Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 4.8s, 68.89mph. 

Mddified sports (8 laps): 1, Brendan Lynch (MG Midget), 9m 
47.8s, 60.76mph, 2, Dave Waters (Austin Healey Sprite), 9m 
49.6s. Fastest lap: Ed Mahon (MG Midget), 1m 7.0s, 66.63mph. 
Formula Atiantic (15 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B29), 14m 
354s, 76.49mph; 2, Bill Gowdy (Chevron B25), 14m 42.48; 3, 
Derek Shortall (Chevron B27), 15m 33.4s. Fastest lap: Gowdy, 
57.2s, 78.04mph. 

Formula Ford (15 taps): 1, David Kennedy (Crossle 30F), 16m 
11.6s, 68.92mph; 2, Trevor Templeton (Van Diemen), 16m 15.48; 
3, Crawford Harkness (Van Diemen), 16m 16.8s, 4, Padraic Mooney 
(Merlyn Mk 29), 16m 44.2s; 5, Michael Roe (Crossle 25F), 16m 
56.8s; 6, John Ledlie (Crossle 30F), 17m 10.4s. Fastest lap: 
Templeton and Harkness, 1m 3.6s, 70.19mph. 

Vintage handicap: 1, R. J. Swan ‘(Lancia Lambda), 10m 10.6s, 
43.87mph; 2, David Dunn (Lagonda), 10m 31.0s; 3, Tony Dowling 
(ACJ Special), 10m 39.8s. Fastest fap: Dunn, im 23.6s, 
53.40mph. 

Production saloons (10 laps): 1, Joe Greenan (BMW 2002 Tii), 
12m 51.6s, 57.85mph; 2, Frank O'Rourke (Opel Ascona 1900), 
12m 58.45; 3, Alan Tyndall (Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 13m 15.8s; 
4, Eddie Jordan (Vauxhall Magnum), 13m 26.0s; 5, Russell Connell 
(Ford Capri 300), 13m 27.6s; 6, David McAuley (Hillman Avenger 
GT), 13m 38.4s. Fastest lap: Greenan, 1m 15.4s, 59.20 mph. 
1600 cc class: Gerry McGarrity (Honda Civic), 13m 42.6s, 54.27 
mph. 


FF winner, David Kennedy. holds off Trevor Templeton’s under:steering Van Diemen. 
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to chase Moore. Gray was beaten in a straight lime 
(sull not using his most demon engine) but closed 
under braking in the lighter car and got into 
typically sideways attitudes in the corners trying 


unruffled by Gray’s antics and as they came into 
Woodcote on the last lap they went either side of a 
backmarker and crossed the line 0.2s apart, Gray 
trying the outside line in a vain attempt! 
Scantlebury was third from the well driven 
ex-Dunderdale Turner of Mark Hales, who was 
well clear of the best battle of the day. This 
involved John Pearson (in the Nicholson MGB), 
Ian Mason’s DBS, Richard Oliver’s 1.3 Midget and, 
later, Steven Roberts’ 1.1 Mini Marcos. Mason led 
Pearson most of the way with Oliver trying to get 
round the two faster cars in the corners, but 
frustratingly always finding the road full. It was 
great fun and on the last lap Pearson got inside 
Mason at Woedcote to grab fifth; Oliver followed 
him, finishing alongside Mason, with Roberts 
right behind. 

Bob Meacham (2.4 Jaguar) never had any real 
trouble winning the Classic Saloon round, 
‘especially after the Jaguar Mk 7s of Craig Hinton 
‘and Tony Horn collided at Becketts on lap 3, 


to pass Moore. Moore, however. was quite- 


SILVERSTONE : 


John Harper finished a lonely third in the Classic Car round with his magnificent Ferrari Breadvan. 


Track honours to Jaguars 


The Jaguar DC’s annual day out at Silverstone last 
Saturday provided the usual collection of races, 
mainly to cater for nostaligic sports car enthusi- 
asts, although the course car was a Jaguar XJS to 
remind one of the marque’s latest products. 
Jaguars managed to win half of the six races to 
uphold the honour of the club, the closes finishes 
coming in the mod sports race, when David 
Moore’s E-type held off Robin Gray’s Morgan + 8 
by 0.2s, and in the Post-Historic race, when John 
Beasley (Lister Corvette) beat the evergreen 
Dickie Metcalfe (Lotus 23C) by a similar margin. 
As usual the accent was on the competitors 
enjoying themselves, and to this end some races 
seemed to have enough classes for everyone to go 
home with a cup! ; 

Following a high speed trial, which provided a‘ 
little too much excitement with cars shedding 
wheels, tyres and catching fire (with no serious 
consequences), the first race was the Oldham and 
Crowther Thoroughbred Sports Car thrash. John 
Chatham’s rorty AH3000 had claimed pole and led 
all the way despite Dave Preece’s Jaguar XK120, 
always lurking a-few seconds behind. The best 
dice was for third between Reg Woodcock’s' 
Triumph TR3 (what else?) and John May’s, 
ex-Metal Pearson XK120. These two battled, 
slithering side by side round every corner, the 
whole way until Woodcock made a rare error and 
lost a couple of seconds at Becketts on the last lap. 
He still won the class by miles. John Harper 
(XK120) and Peter Foster (Aston Martin DB4) 
were next up in close company ahead of Bruce 
Brown’s Elva Courier, which won the small class 
by a handsome margin. , 

The standard of preparation of someof the cars 
for the Rochas Classic Car round was very high 
and it was one of these, ex-hillclimb man Richard 
Thwaites’ Eastern Carpets Brabham BT8, which. 
led away off pole. Thwaites’ nimble Brabham held 
off John Beasley’s thunderous 5.3 Lister Corvette 
and Dickie Metcalfe’s Lotus 23C for three laps 
until the Brabham expired in a cloud of steam and 
smoke. This left Beasley in the lead but Metcalfe 
put him under heavy pressure and closed right up 
to the Lister on the last lap, finishing on his tail. 
John Harper was a lonely third in the glorious 
Ferrari Breadvan from Brian Classick, who 

brought the twitchy Iso Grifo up well from a lowly 
grid position, from Thwaites’ team-mate Mike 
Wood (Elva Mk 7S) and John Webb’s Rochas 
Lotus Elan, which carved through well from the 
10s penalty after missing practice. A little ‘bit of 
history was made when Bill Nicholson spun his 


MGB at Becketts' on the last lap when under. 


pressure from Webb. “The MGB” was not 
damaged. 

The difference between a post historic car (the 
Rochas race) and an historic car seems a little 
vague, for John Beasley was out in his Lister 
Corvette again to win a stirring Lister battle for 
the lead between himself and the Lister Jags of 
Bobby Bell and David Ham. These three were 
close in the early laps but judicious use of 
backmarkers and superior power saw Beasley pull 
away a little by the end. Bell and Ham continued 
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to dispute second until the last couple of laps 
when Ham dropped back almost into thé clutches 
of Tony Walker’s Maserati Birdcage. The only real 
battle down the field was between two class 
winners, Roddy Macpherson (Frazer Nash) and 
Tony Goodwin (Lotus II), who. obviously thor- 
oughly enjoyed their race-long duel. ~ 

The Jaguar DC always attract a good entry in the 
large class for mod sports and three of these 
disputed the lead early on. David Moore’s E-type 
beat poleman Robin Grey (Morgan+8) into 
Copse, with Richard Scantlebury-in the ex-Lith- 
erland E-type on their tails. Scantlebury held on 
for a few laps before settling for third, leaving Gray 


Richard Thwaites held-off Beasley's Lister Corvette until his Brabham expired in a cloud of steam. 


LOIRE siete eat 


Oldham and Crowther Thoroughbred Sports cats (10 laps): 1, 
John Chatham (A.H. 3000), 11m 33.6s, 83.46 mph; 2, Dave Preece 
(3.8 Jaguar XK120), 11m 37.4s; 3, John May (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 
11m 47.6s; 4, Reg Woodcock (2.2 Triumph TR3). Over 2700 ce: 1, 
Chatham; 2, Preece; 3, May. Fastest lap: Chatham, 1m 8.0s, 85.13 
mph. 1651-2700 ce: 1, Woodcock, 81.58 mph; 2, Simon Phillips 
(2.0 Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica); 3, Roddy Macpherson (2.0 Frazer 
Nash High Speed). Fastest lap: Woodcock, 1m 9.2s, 83.65 mph. 
Up to 1650cc: 1, Bruce Brown (1.6 Elva Courier), 76.61 mph; 2, 
Jerry Trace {1.6 Elva Courier); 3, Michael Gue (1.2 Lotus Elite). 
Fastest lap: Brown, 1m 12.0s, 80.40 mph. 


Rochas Classic Car Championship Round. Post Historics. (10 

laps). Overall: 1, John Beasley (5.3 Lister Corvette), 10m 59.2s, 

87.82 mph; 2, Dickie Metcalfe (1.6 Lotus 23C), 10m 59.4s; 3, John 

Harper (3.0 Ferran’ Breadvan), 11m 23:8s; 4, Brian Classick (5.3 Iso 

Grifo), 11m 41.6s. Front engined GT over 3000 cc: 1, Class, 

82.51 mph; 2, John Goate (3.7 Aston Martin DB4GT); 3, Stewart 

Bond (3.7 Aston Martin DB4GT). Fastest lap: Classic, 1m 7.8s, 

85.38 mph. Front GT 1301-3000 ce: 1, Harper, 84.66 

mph; 2, John Webb (1.6 Lotus Elan); 3, Bill Nicholson (1.8 MGB). 

Fastest lap: Harper, 1m 7.2s, 86.14 mph. Front engined GT up to 

1300 cc: 1, Ralph Canby (1.2 Lotus Elite), 71.56 mph. No other 

finishers. Fastest lap: Canby, 1m 14.2s, 78.02 mph. Sports 

Racing Cars over 2000 cc: 1, Beasley; No other finishers. Fastest 

lap: Beasley, 1m 4.4s, 89.89 mph. Sports Racing Cars up to 2000 

cc: 1, Metcalfe, 87.79 mph; 2, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva Mk7S); 3, 

Rupert Giydon (1.5 Lotus 23B). Fastest lap: Metcalfe, 1m 4.0s, 

90.45 mph. : 

Historic Sports Racing Cars (10 laps) overall and over 2000 cc:, 
1, John Beasley (5.3 Lister Corvette), 11m 1.4s, 87.52 mph; 2, 
Bobby Bell (3.8 Lister Jaguar), 11m 7.0s:; 3, David Ham (3.8 Lister 
Jaguar), 11m 9.0s; 4, Tony Walker (2.9 Maserati Birdcage), 11m 
9.6s. Fastest lap: Beasley, 1m 4.8s, 89.33 mph. 1101-2000 ce: 1, 

Mike Wetherill (1.5 Lotus 15), 59.82 mph. Only starter. Fastest fap: 

Wetherill, 1m 9.4s, 83.41 mph. Up to 1100 ce: 1, Tony Goodwin 

(1.1 Lotus 11), 76.59 mph. Only finisher. Fastest lap: Goodwin, 1m 

13.6s, 78.65 mph. Touring Cars over 2600 cc: 1, John Taberner 
(3.4 Jaguar XK140), 65.26 mph. Only estarter. Fastest lap: 

Taberner, 1m 23.8s, 69.08 mph. Touring Cars 1601-2600 ce: 1, 


causing Horn’s retirement with bodywork rubbing 
a tyre and Hinton to drop to third behind Paul 
Skilleter’s 2.4 Jaguar. Best. drive of the race 
(predictably) was put in by Andy McLennan in his 
remarkable Austin A35, finishing fourth overall, 
well clear of Mike Hawes’ class winning MG 
Magnette. : 

Closing the day was the AMOC, FOC and JDC 
Challenge race. Martin Morris (driving the Jaguar 
Das it should be driven) and John Harper (Ferrari 
Breadvan) were never far apart, but Harper could 
not get close enough to challenge. John “Metal” 
Pearson had a drive in his old ex-works XK120 and 
took a game third from Ian Mason’s DB5. John 
Goate (DB4GT) was fifth despite a bit of brake 
trouble at Woodcote on the last lap from driver of 
the race Ian Moss (DB4). Moss was third early on 
leading Pearson, until he locked a rear brake 
approaching Woodcote and spun, stalling the 
engine and re-starting almost last. He recovered, 
chucking the car around with great abandon to 
climb back to sixth. 


PETER RICHINGS 
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Roddy Macpherson (2.0 Fraser Nash High Speed), 76.63 mph; 2, 
Robert Mansfield (2.0 Fraser Nash Targa Florio); 3, Anthony Smith 
(2.0 AC Ace). Fastest lap: Macpherson, 1m 13.6s, 78.65 mph. 
Touring Cars up to 1600 cc: 1, John Lyon (1.6 Porsche 356A), 
58.81 mph; 2, Tony Standen (1.6 Porsche 356); 3, Wayne Hardman 
(1.6 Porsche 356A). Fastest lap: John Lucas (1.6 Porsche 356), 1m 
19.6s, 72:72 mph. 

Modified Sports Cars (10 laps) Overall: 1, David Moore (4.5 
Jaguar —), 11m 0.6s, 87.63 mph; 2, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan + 8), 
11m 0.8s; 3, Richard Scantlebury (4.5 Jaguar E), 11m 16.2s; 4, 
Mark Hales (1.6 Turner Mk3), 11m 46.0s). Over 2000 cc: 1, 
Moore; 2, Gray; 3, Scantlebury. Fastest lap: Moore, 1m 4.4s, 
89.89 mph. 1501-2000 ce: 1, Hales, 81.99 mph; 2, John Pearson 
(1.8 MGB); 3, Barry Sidery-Smith (1.8 MGB). Fastest lap: Hales, 1m 
9.0s, 83.89 mph. 1151-1500 ce: 1, Richard Oliver (1.3 MG 
Midget), 80.16 mph; 2, Jon Ansell (1.3 MG Midget). No other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Oliver, 1m 10.6s, 81.99 mph. Up to 1150 
ec: 1, Steven Roberts (1.1 Mini Marcos), 80.11 mph. Only starter. 
Fastest lap: Roberts, 1m 10.0s, 82.70 mph. 

Ciassic Saloons (10 laps). Overall: 1, Bob Meacham (2.4 Jaguar), 
13m 23.0s, 72.09 mph; 2, Paul Skilleter (2.4 Jaguar), 13m 29.8s; 
3, Craig Hinton (3.4 Jaguar Mk 7), 13m 40.2s; 4, Andy McLennan 
(1.0 Austin A35), 13m 59.2s. Over 2700 ce: 1, Hinton, 70.58 
mph; 2, Stuart Jones (3.4 Jaguar Mk 8); 3, Peter Deffee (3.4 Jaguar 
Mk 7). Fastest lap: Hinton and Tony Horn (3.4 Jaguar Mk 7), 1m 
18.6s, 73.65 mph. 1902-2700 ce: 1, Meacham; 2, Skilleter: 3, 
Warren Ashley (2.4 Jaguar). Fastest lap: Meacham, Tm, 18.85, 
“73.46 mph. 1252-1901 cc: 1, Mike Hawes (1.5 MG Magnette), 
67.70 mph; 2, Miles Marshall (1.5 Borgward Isabella TS); 3, Denis. 
Carter (1.5 MG Magnette). Fastest lap: Hawes, 1m 24.0s, 68.91 
mph. Up to 1250 ce: 1, McLennan, 68.98 mph; 2, Mike Cox (1.0 
Austin A35); 3, Julian Fack (1.0 Morris Minor). Fastest fap: 
McLennan, 1m 22.6s, 70.08 mph. : 

Aston Martin OC, Ferrari OC and Jaguar DC Challenge. (10 


_laps): 1, Martin Morris (3.8 Jaguar D), 11m 13.6s, 85.94 mph; 2, 


John Harper (3.0 Ferrari Breadvan), 11m 15.4s; 3, John Pearson 
(3.8 Jaguar SK120), 11m 41.2s; 4, lan Mason (4.0 Aston Martin 
DB5), 11m 57.6; 5, John Goate (3.7 Aston Martin DB4 GT); 12m 
4.8s; 6, lan Moss (3.7 Aston Martin DB4), 12m 7.2s. Fastest fap: 
Morris and Harper, 1m 6.2s, 87.44 mph. 
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Sports extra 
Davies survives protest 


Howard Davies and Phil Jones (RS 
2000) scored a narrow 17s victory 
last Saturday night when they won 
the 60 & Worcs MC’s Sumpcracker 
Rally, run over a fairly demanding 
190 mile route in central Wales, the 
only sour note coming. at the finish 
when one crew spent over two hours 
unsuccessfully protesting their plac- 
ing. Several favoured crews came to 
grief and this allowed several pure 
clubmen to get into the top half 
dozen places. 

John Pugh and John Williams led 
the field away from the-Leominster 
start in their Mexico but it was not to 


be their night for the Mexico was: 


misfiring and they were never able to 
be as competitive as they would have 
liked; 10th place being the best they 
could manage. 


John Price turned up with racing. 


tyres on an Alpine Renault and paid 
the penalty when he went straight 
on at a ‘T’ junction, climbed a bank 
and then sliding back down to 
_ thump his sump. Bill Gwynne and 
_Howard Moore were among the 
front runners in a new Mk 2 Escort 
but they rolled in the middle of the 
five mile selective and that was that. 
Cyril Bolton and Colin Francis 
were also doing well until just after 


RAC Hillclimb champion Roy Lane 
in his 5-litre Fenny Marine GM1, was 
fastest at the Hagley & DCC 
Members Practice Day at Loton 
Park last Sunday. Heavy rain made 
conditions so difficult that even Roy 
only managed one “clean” run and 
few drivers were able to keep on the 
track throughout the day. 

John Cussins in the much revised 
5.7-litre Chevron B32 and Martyn 
Griffiths in the Severn Advertising 
March 74B both made several 
impressive climbs, the Chevron 
challenging quite hard for BTD. 
However, the greatest source of 
interest in the paddock and on the 
hill was clearly the splendid new 
Grunhalle Lager March 76A of Chris 
Cramer, who, despite a somewhat 
troubled day, was able to demon- 
strate the tremendous potential of 
the 3.4-litre Cosworth V6 engine in 
the latest March “‘F1” chassis. 

Among the interested spectators 
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Chris Cramer gives his 3.4 March a run at Loton Park on Sunday. 


Lane posts warning 


the selective when the Mini-Cooper 
‘S’ refused to start after a control 
and, for once Bolton did not have a 
spare coil with him. 

With all these problems Davies 
and Jones had only one serious 
contender left at the end of the night 


and this was northerner Mike Pat-. 


tison (RS 2000) who just might have 
collected victory with Brian Goff. 
They were first on the scene after 
Gwynne had rolled and lost some 
time in helping to remove the Escort 
from the road. As it turned out they 
lost the rally by 17s. 

Eric Davies and David Jones put 
their 1900 Escort into third on 30m 
23s, just 23s up on Peter Gerbez and 
Dennis Osbourne in their RS 1600. 
Privateers Dave and Tom Davies 


weighed in fourth in their Mini-, 
Cooper ‘S’ on 35m 10s, ‘with Theo 


Bengry and Bill Pardow (Simca 


’ Rallye 1000) sixth on 35m 41s. Theo’s 


father, the famed Bill Benry, was 
seventh with John Lunn in a Mazda 
just over a minute down. 

Stephen Courtney and Peter 
Watts, in an RS 1700, were the half 
time leaders but despite their deli- 
berations with officials at the finish 
they finally had to settlé for 14th 
spot. 


at. Leton Park were Alister Doug- 
las-Osborn and car-designer Mike 
Pilbeam. ADO had hoped to take 
part in the members practice day 
with the new DFV-powered Pilbeam 
hillclimb car, but a defective meter- 
ing unit kept the car under its wraps 
all day. 


@ After eight rounds of the Welsh 
Road Rally Championship Howard 
Davies and Colin Francis are 


respective leaders in the driver and 


navigator sections. Davies has 54 
points to lead Eric Davies on 43pts 
with Cyril Bolton third on 42pts. 
Francis has 56pts, two more than 
Phil Jones and Brian Goff is third on 
46pts. i 


@ Euro Exhausts, the quick-fit 
silencer firm who are already co- 
sponsoring the Southern League 
prodsports series, are also sponsor- 
ing Liam Churchill’s funny car this 
season. 


Lang is Winfield winner 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Basted 


Winning combination: Tim Schenken tests the Tiga (above) which rally man 


David Lang (right) won as his prize at the Winfield School’s finals at Goodwood 
last week. Lang, an Australian, dead-heated with Nick Ham in the final, but 
Ham lost out in the run-off. Lang’s prize was the Tiga FF with a Rowland 
engine, which he promptly took to a win in the Dunlop Star of Tomorrow final 


slow times 


Pouring rain did its best to ruin last 
Sunday’s Longridge Sprint, run by 
Longton & District MC, but al- 
though it caused all the nine RAC 
Sprint Championship contenders to 
withdraw on the grounds of safety, 
the majority of the rest of the entry 
pussy-footed round for three laps to 
get in at least some wet weather 
practice. 

With the track badly affected*as 
soon as practice started, the RAC 
challengers decided to miss training 
to see if the weather would relent, It 


did not so they reluctantly withdrew 


but promised to attend .the club’s 
next sprint at Blackpool in June if 
the club can get the event substitut- 
ed as their RAC round. 


Fastest man of the 35 who did 


contest the various classes was Bob 
Speak. Last year’s sprint and hill 
climb, champion Speak drove his 
Lotus Europa very well indeed and 
his time of 93.83s was some three 
seconds quicker than the best of the 
single seater brigade Peter Dugdale 
-in a March 733. 

In the conditions everyone drove 
sensibly and not a single accident 
was recorded but naturally class 
competition was not at its best. 
Graham Thompson and Brian Allen 
shared a 999cc Mini-Cooper to finish 
less than half a second apart in their 
class while Alan Smitn and John 
Bradshaw had a good sports car 
battle. : 

Smith, in a Morgan 4/44 had just 
three-tenths in hand over Brad- 
shaw’s Elan, but Ian Knowles in a 
1293 Sprite had a very easy win over 
the brute power of Peter Langley’s 
TVR 3000 whom he beat by five 
seconds. * 

Keith Gowers got his Bainbridge 


’ Terrapin round in 98.88s to win his 


class by 10 seconds and the only 
other driver to better 100s was Bobby 
Fryers in his Cooper S who revelled 
in the conditions and did 99.62s to 


win his class by a street. 
BTD: R. Speak (Europa), 
winners: A. 


93.83s. Class 
Harwood (Sunbeam | Sport), 
120.24s; B. Fryers (Cooper), 99.62s; G. 
Swinbourne (Escort), 100.80s, G. Thomson 
(Cooper), 102,54s; D. Gornall (Midget), 105.30s; 
A. Smith (Morgan 4/44), 103.97s; |. Knowles 
(Sprite), 105.68s; A. Taylor (Mallock U2), 
104.86s; K. Gowers (Bainbridge-Terrapin), 
98.88s; N. Hodgson (Brabham BT 21A), 107.84s;_ 
P. Dugdale (March 733), 96.24s. Novice: D. 
Cressey (Ferrari 246 GT), 105.23s. 


at Mallory Park on Saturday after.an eventful race. 


Rain speaks| 


Murray’s 2nd 


ANEGCE win 

Ken Murray and Alan Hill took their 
Opel Ascona to their second succes- 
sive ANECC Rally Championship 
success last weekend when they 
won the Hartlepool Tyre Centre 
sponsored Cleveland Rally, run by 
Hartlepool and District MC over a 
190 mile route in north Yorkshire 


countryside. 
They beat last year’s champions 


- Fred Henderson and Alan Thompson 


(Toyota Celica) by 56 seconds on an 

event which was run in ideal condi- 

tions and contained nine selectives. 
Eighty-two crews started but only 


42 managed to get to the finish yet 


there were no reports of serious 
problems or accidents. First Escort 
home was the RS2000 of Len Dodds 
and Alan Pearson who were over a 
minute down on Henderson but 
Norman Sidney and Dave Lobley 
were pretty close in fourth and fifth 
spots and a long way ahead of John 
Evenden who completed the leader- 
board. 


1, K. Murray/A. Hill (Ascona), 1558pts; 2, F 
Henderson/A. Thompson (Celica), 1614pts 
3, L. Dodds/A. Pearson (RS 2000), 1696pts; 4 
N. Sidney/M. Liddle (RS 1600), 1772pts; 5. D 
Lobley/D. Trowbridge (/iva GT), 1790pts; 6 J 
Evenden/G. Robson (Escort Sport), 189 1pts. 
Novices: M. Brooke/R. Adams (Mexico), 2359pts 


@ The first round of the Scottish 
Hillclimb championship at St An- 
drews on Sunday was cancelled due 
to torrential rain. 
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Sports extra 
Richards shows them how 


Driving a Group | Escort for the first 


time for many a long day Laurie 


Richards scored a popular 21 win last 
Saturday when he took the Lloyds of 
Stafford sponsored Telford Stages 
Rally run in south Staffs and Shrop- 
shire. Nineteen stages, of, the quick 
burst variety, were run in spring-like 
conditions but three were lost 
because of faulty timing gear and 
one other was scrubbed after an 
accident. : 

For Richards the day was unusual 
in that he was driving someone else’s 
car and the owner, Glen Mitton, was 
passenger! It therefore put double 
pressure on the Whitchurch pilot not 
only to show the owner how to do it 
but to make no mistakes in the 
process. After a morning of rushing 
between Stafford and Ludlow, Ri- 
chards had opened up a lead of 17s 
from David Wozencroft and John 
Taylor who, in turn, had Martin 


Watson and Peter White breathing: 


down their necks in a leaderboard 
which was dominated by Escorts. 
Richards and Mitton kept up the 
pressure in the afternoon but Wat- 
son, 20s adrift at halfway, managed 


ee 


aN 


Phil Bo ebtt — Capri cipbe 
, ot 

Weight 
problems 


Three races, three wins, that’s Phil 
Dowsett’s record in Radio One 
production saloon car races so far 
this year but they haven’t been 
-without their problems. Dowsett’s 
first win is still sub judice following 
post race scrutineering at Brands 
Hatch which declared him under- 
weight. Since then, the Dowsett 
team have found that the Autocar 
guide weight is for the Ghia version 
Capri which includes a lot of differ- 
ent sound proofing and automatic 
transmission, all of which makes the 
car heavier. The car was found to be 
60lb underweight, and yet Ford have 
three different listed weights 
depending on when the car was 
made. A protest has since been 
lodged with the RAC to restore him 
his first win. 
However, due to the initial prob- 
lem, Dowsett has been running with 
701b of ballast in the car since then as 
insurance against further diffi- 
culties, so his two thrilling races at 
Silverstone, and Mallory Park last 
weekend have been exceptional. - 
Due to this success, Tricentrol of 
Chelmsford have confirmed their 
association with Dowsett’s original 
entrants Industrial Control Services. 
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_happe 


to match his times almost identically 
and moved into second place by the 
end of the day with Wozencroft 
dropping to fifth, albeit only half a 
minute down on the second place 
man. 
Only 37s separated the runners-up 
from sixth placed Ian Hughes and 
Arthur Davies, crews in between 
being William Owen/Evan Williams 


_in third and Richard York/Phil 


Wassall, fourth. 

Eighty-six crews started and 63 
were Classified at the end of an event: 
which was basically non damaging. 
Only one crew had a serious accident 
involving injury. This involved the 
Imp of Robert Southam who clob- 
bered a tree head-on in Stanley Park 
near Bridgnorth and his navigator, 
Peter Sutton was detained in hospi- 
tal with concussion and a reported 


broken arm. 

1, L. Richards/G. Mitton (Escort), 5m 
43s; 2, M. Watson /P. White (Escort), 6m 4s; 3, W. 
Owen/E. Williams (Escort), 6m 25s; 4, R. York /P. 
Wassall (Escort), 6m 27s; 5, D. Wozencroft/J. 
Taylor (Escort), 6m 34s; 6, |. Hughes/A. Davies. 
(Escort), 6m 41s. Class winners: V. and R. Smalley 


’ (Cooper S), G. Humphreys/N. Houlston (Cooper 


S). Mixed crew: M. Skinner/M. Pickard 
(Escort). Best Telford: M. Hutchinson/M. Fairhurst 
(Escort). 


John Brindley suffered at the hands 
of the RAC officials at Mallory Park 
last Sunday when his ex-Jock Ro- 
bertson Mazda RX3 (the car which 


| + won both the BBC Radio 1 and 


Britax championships last year) was 
excluded from the results of the BBC 
Radio 1 race, an event which Brind- 
ley had just won. 

Apparently the scrutineers said 
the car was found to have “a 
non-standard steering lock’ on 
examination afterwards. Brindley’s 
team queried this decision, quite 
naturally, as they say the car hasn’t 
been altered at all since Robertson 
drove it. 

The RAC scrutineers said the car 
only had a steering lock of three 
turns rather than 34% when it was 
jacked up but subsequently they 
found that on the ground they got 
3% turns. But then the scrutineer 
wouldn’t re-examine it and the RAC 
steward wouldn’t accept notice of 
appeal. Various officiais of the RAC 
are puzzled by the action and await a 
report with interest. . 
Three tie 
When three drivers tied for the lead 
on a production car trial in Sussex 
last weekend the organisers, had to 
arrange an autotest to split them. It 
ned at the Sussex CC’s event 
at Mile Oak Farm, Portslade, near 
Brighton, when Mike Stinton, Roger 
Moth and Bill Thomson, all driving’ 
Stinton’s Metra Trials special, 
cleaned everything on the club’s 
closed trial. 

Eventually Stinton was declared 
the winner when he was two seconds 


quicker than kart man Moth and 
sprint expert Thomson. 


Class winners were Edward Upton - 


(Mini), 62 marks; Derek Poulter 
(Fiat), 79 marks; and T. Edwards 
(Sunbeam Stiletto). Ladies: Mrs D. 
Colburn (Mini), 115 marks. 


Street cars in 


Fully registered street cars are to be 
given their own class this year by the 
National Drag Racing Club. After 
competitors had found their road 
cars were uncompetitive in modified 
and street altered classes, there was’ 
nowhere for them to race, but now 


« they can enter in the new street 
class. Street legality will haveto be © 


proven at signing on. 

The elimination will be run in such 
a way as to make the car’s 
performance secondary to driver 
ability and it will not matter how 
mildly or highly modified the car is, 


+ 


The beginning of the end for Bi 


handicaps will even things out. RAC 
safety rules will apply but specific 
drag racing construction regs will 
not as this class is intended to 
encourage people to have a go at 
racing. 

Concurrent to this, the other 
street classes have been revamped to 
encourage the construction of all out 
street-appearing race cars and pro- 
vide a more competitive race struc- 
ture. Further details of these and all 
other drag racing classes can be 
obtained from NDRC at 209/211 
North Street, Romford, Essex. 


ll Postin’s Mexico at Mallory Park on Sunday. 


Below, he strikes the barrier at the Esses — note crouching marshal —and 


finishes up on the track (bottom). 
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Sports extra 


Benson and Jackson duel 


Sticking firmly to their declared 
intention of turning away late 
entries, London CC refused 16 
competitors for last Sunday’s last 
round. of the first part of the 
Semperit RAC Sporting Trials 
Championship near Hertford. They 


still had a good trial with 26 entries" 


though seven retirements reduced 
the effective numbers by the end of 
the day. 

On a glorious spring-like day the 
organisers arranged some extremely 
tight and demanding tests in the 10 
hills arranged on the gravel quarry 
owned by David Render, away on an 
abortive trip to the sprint cham- 
pionship. John Benson began the day 
in his Jabs as though he was going 
to walk over everyone and he 
dropped only 28 marks on the first 
tour to hold a commanding lead over 
Julian Fack (Impunity), Alan Brun- 
ning, in his Trialsmaster with Jack 
Pearce a couple of marks down in his 
Kincraft. 

Benson still led the field after the. 


Cobb’s 
Toyota 


Former Avenger GT driver Patrick 


Cobb was in the ex-Samuri Racing - 


Toyota Celica at Mallory Park on 
Sunday. Cobb, a 32-year-old London 
estate agent and.cousin of Sir John 
Cobb, the world speed record 
breaker, was driving the car for the 
first time in the BBC Radio One 
production saloon car series and was 
dicing for the lead in class when the 
alternator pulley eroded the bottom 
hose causing overheating. 

This Celica was the same car that 
Win Percy drove in the opening 
Radio One round at Brands Hatch 
where he won his class (subject to 
confirmation). It is being run by new 
owner Bill Sydenham for Cobb to 
drive with financial assistance from 
the driver and the co-operation of 
Toyota (GB) Ltd. Major mechanical 
work will still be done by Samuri 
Racing. 

In the light of recent criticism 
about publicising of club drivers, the 
team has engaged the services of 
former MCD press officer, Robin 
Bradford, to prote the team and 
assist their efforts to find a commer- 
cial sponsor. 


Trials positions 


Following last Sunday’s London CC 
round of the RAC Sporting Trials 
Championship, two drivers are 
way ahead. Reigning champion Jack 
Pearce, from Sutton Coldfield, and 
Julian Fack, from nearby Cannock, 
have both gained 135 points from 12 
events and have a commanding lead. 

Gordon Jackson, troubled by fires 
and mechanical problems, is third on 
70pts, Lol Hurt has 69pts and John 
Fack has 65pts. The latter three all 
have events in hand so the situation 
could alter when the series re-com- 
mences in September. 
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second round, but the pursuers 
were hot on his heels. Gordon 
Jackson, using new bits on the back 
end of his Ibex, was suddenly up into 
third place after a round of only five 
penalties and ,Pearce had battled 
through to second after an eight 
mark round. With the bit really 
between his teeth Jackson thun- 
dered round the last 10 hills in great 
style, dropped only two marks and 
the trial was his by a single mark, a 
performance which left Benson 
breathless after he had been 11 
marks to the good so near to the 
finish. 

Pearce threw away second place 
by charging a tree on his last round 
and had to be content with third 
while his challenger for the cham- 
pionship Fack was, for him, a long 
way behind. 


1, G. Jackson (Ibex), 57 marks lost; 2, 
J. Benson (Jabs), 58 marks; 3, J. Pearce (Kincraft), 
65 marks; 4, J. Fack (Impunity), 77 marks; 5, A. 
Brunning (Trialsmaster), 85 marks; 6, J. Hopkins 
(Ibex), 98 marks. 


Altes oid aaat new. The new FF (left) will be seen in the hands of Mike Taylor 


and toy Rivers. 


Bescoby’s 


drives 


After graduating from the Jim 
Russell Racing Drivers’ School at 
Mallory Park last year, 23-year-old 
Bill Bescoby will start this season 
with an Alexis Formula Ford works 
drive. 

Alan Taylor will be*providing a 


new car, plus mechanics, for this 


assistant printing manager from 
Oldham, Lancashire, who is hoping 
for a backer to put £1,000 behind him 
so he can complete a full season. 


Last year Bill finished fourth in the 


school championship even though 


he was disqualified from three of his . 


five wins for over-revving. 

As we went to press, Bill received a 
Super Vee works drive offer — and is 
pondering on his two-car luck and 
how he will run the season. 


@ 750F man Keith Britton has 


acquired a DNC Mk 3 into which he . 


is shoe-horning a 1300 cc lump for 
the higher 750 MC formula. 


Taylor ileas Alta 


Competitors with long memories 
and some with very short ones may 
remember the Alta. The early Altas 
were raced before the war by such 
drivers as George Abecassis, and in 
1938 alone, Abecassis took such 
diverse events as the Lewis speed’ 
trials, the Prescott hillclimb, the 
British Trophy race at Brooklands 
and the Crystal Palace cup race. 


After the war they built a batch of 


GP cars, and then supplied engines 
to the HWM team and the Con- 
naught team which won the Syra- 


‘cuse GP, the first British GP success 


since 1924. 


Now Mike Taylor, the son of the - 


originator Geoffrey Taylor, has 


vetorned the team with former 
Cooper, McLaren and Brabham 
works mechanic Mike Barney. 
They’ve built a new Alta Formula 
Ford which has raced at various 
events of late. Drivers have been 
Mike Taylor himself, who has had 
extensive experience in both Pailiser 
and Van Diemen Formula Fords and 
Tony Rivers, the former Merlyn 
driver. Although Taylor’s car is 
sponsored by Banstead Car Hire, the 
team still has to find a full sponsor to 
run a fully effective team. Current 
price of a new Alta BT/F as a rolling 
chassis less engine and gearbox is 
£2,100, and Alta can be contacted at 


142C East Street, Epsom, sie tel: 


Epsom 28939. 


' What, where, who? could be a future quiz question and there’d be'a few 


people who'd say it was someone like Jim Rathman at Sebring in a Special. 
Right on the Special, but wrong on other counts. It’s Geoff Crossley’s 
Rover-engined Special at Croft on Sunday. 


AGE Ferrada 


Alex Ferrada, once again sponsored 
‘by ACE Plant Hire of Stony Strat- 
ford, is once again campaigning a B 
sports Clubmans U2 Mk I6B @ 
various championships. Last year’s 
Marler Haley winner, Ferrada 
reckons that this year ‘ will be his last 
in the category. Already this year 
he’s won at Thruxton and Silver- 
stone, so things are looking good for 
Mallock’s development engineer. 
Ferrada is concentrating on the 
Oceanair series, but is also doing the 
Tricentrol series. The Mallock, inci- 


dently, is not a works car, but is 


owned by Brian Mitcham, himself a 
former Clubmans driver. 


West Country 


weekend 


If you fancy a weekend’s sprinting 
and hillclimbing in Cornwall, there 
are two applicable events on April 
18/19. The first is the Truro and 
District MC’s Easter championship 
hiliclimb at Tregrehan near St 
Austell. It’s an ASWMC qualifying 
event and includes a separate class 
for vintage cars. Regs are available 
from Simon Geoghegan, Trevaun- 
ance Closé, St Agnes, tel: St Agnes 
2411. 

The other event on the following 
day is the Camel Vale MC’s White- 
cross sprint at the Royal Cornwall 
Showground, Wadebridge, approxi- 
mately 17 miles from St Austell. The 
course is around 300 yards long on 
“tarmac and concrete roads and regs 
are available from Brian Macdowell, 
Cornerways, Redannick, Truro, Tel: 
Truro 6774. 


750 
changes 


In 750F, it’s all change with a vast 
amount of new faces and cars, and 
general swopping around. The well 


‘known Mike Street/Peter Danby DC 


Plus is to be raced by Roderick Law 
while the ex-Derek Hawkins Opti- 
mus is to be run by Chris Hughes of 
Stourport. Trevor Hegarty of Shef- 
field, who has the Cowley GT rear 
engined 750, has built a more 
conventional car for this year. 

What would appear to be the 
Diablesse undergoes another name 
change when it ceases to be Martin 
Field’s Midcliff and becomes Phil 
Stone’s PCS Mk4. Another new face 
is that of P. Bradbury of Stoke, a 
Michelin employee whc has Dick 
Hartle’s.well known Tristesse com- 
plete with 642 cc engine. One Roy 
Cornwall of Rainham is building upa 
DNC Mk 3 while Simon Fry has built 
up a car from an old frame, and D. 
Robson has the ex-Mike Bott Viking. 
Jim Walsh, not the FF one, has 
acquired a Terrier frame as the basis 
for a new car and new man Tony 
Potterill has bought the ex-Phil 


.Lloyd Nomad Mk 1. Finally, Nick 


Parker has built up a new car called 
the Celron. 


@ New to F4 this year will be Keith 
Hatton of Paddington who has a 
Merlyn Mk 9. 
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| Sports extra 


Warren’s dusty record 


George Warren, Nick Garner and- 


Chris Gamble all go into the Snet- 
terton Winter Rallycross Cham- 
pionship final on April 25 with equal 
points following the third round, 
held at a dry and dusty Snetterton 
last Sunday. The dust it’ was that 
almost won, for although the organ- 
' isers (Sporting CC of Norfolk and 
West Suffolk MC) reduced the grids 
to four cars on the circuit at once, 
visibility for following cars was so 
bad that the third runs were in 
jeopardy until the wind shifted 
slightly. Dust or no dust, Warren in 
his Escort-BDA was again the man 
to beat, and his BTD run of 3m 03.1s 
on the last but one race of the long 
afternoon’s programme was a record 
for the circuit in its present form. 
Opening each set of runs on the 
bitterly cold afternoon were the rally 
cars, the spirit of this category 
seeming to get more away from each 
original intention as the series 
progresses. Gamble, driving now 
with less on his mind than of late, 
made no. mistakes and was clearly 
faster than the opposition in his 
ex-Palmby Escort-BDA. Another of 
those first-timers to Snetterton took 
second, this being Michael Helm in 
his 2-litre Escort who put in a fast 
second run after problems on the 
first, and before nearly becoming 
involved in John Wooley’s roll 
during a great scrap between this 
pair on the final outing. Keith Webb 
fulfilled some of his potential with a 
very good third run to beat his more 
consistent fellow Escorteer Colin 
Richards. 
_ The 1-litre class was between the 
customary three drivers, Roger Burn 
(Clan), Nick Garner (870 Mini) and 
Bruce Male (1-litre Mini). Burn had 
two wins and a spin, Garner one win, 
a great dice with Male for second, 
and one broken driveshaft when in 
the lead on his last race with Male. 


But Male only just got the third in ~ 


New ’cross 
team 


A new team for the coming auto- 
cross and rallycross season is Dave 
Rowe Racing, of Hornchurch, Essex, 
which is sponsoring both Graham 
Hathaway and Alan Jones in their 
Escorts. Hathaway was particularly 
happy at Snetterton, for this was his 
first successful outing with a rocket 
gearbox fitted to his Escort. As well 
as one of Will Gollop’s infrequent 
appearances in Norfolk with his 
Dolomite, another Dolomite 
appeared for the first time, this being 
in the hands of former Escort driver 
Mike Shambrook in an ex-Watkin 
car. 

The Merridale brothers had a few 
problems between them. Tony had a 
hole blown through the clutch 
housing on his car during the last 
race, while Bob broke a brand new 
alloy wheel of the same make as one 
similarly new one broken by ‘Brian 
Pearce earlier in the day. 

Off the chalk and tarmac, the 
circuit itself became very rough and 
stony, and it looks as if some more 
infilling is needed after the April 
event to bring the now popular track 
up to national standards. 
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class slot.after inheriting a clear road 
when Garner was sidelined. { 

With Dave Baskerville absent with 
‘flu and Roger Brunt pulling up in 
his first race with oil pressure 
lacking, the bridesmaids of earlier 
meetings at last got to the altar, 
Richard Painton bringing his Airey 


Racing Mini home to the class win — 


by a clear 5s. It was a good return to 
form, just in time for the start of the 
autocross season, for local hero 
Barry Crump, who always looked 
very quick but only recorded one 
timedrun, enough to give him second 
in class. Brian Pearce survived a very 
bad roll in his Mini when miles ahead 
on his second run, and Nick Brice 

(Mini) just pipped Bob Merridale 
(Escort) for third place. 

While Warren was fastest in the 
over 1400cc class on every run, there 
were several drivers waiting for a 
slip by the master. Peter Harrold was 
only 0.1s behind George on the first 

run and the VW reduced Warren’s 
earlier BTD with its final run, leaving 
the Welshman to scrub the target 
time down even more if he wanted 
the top spot. Graham Hathaway had 
a better return to Norfolk than in 
February and deserved his third 
place. Dave Fuell was unsettled by 
clipping a bank in a chase after Tony 
Merridale’s Escort on his first run, 
but was fourth ahead of Mike Smith 
in the first “big” Mini. 


BTD: George Warren (2.0 Ford Escort-BDA), , 


3m 03.1s (record). 4 

Rally car class: 1, Chris Gamble (1.7 Ford 
Escort-BDA), 3m 07.3s (record); 2, Michael Helm 
(2.0 Ford Escort), 3m 12.4s; 3, Keith Webb (1.8 
Ford Escort-BDA), 3m°13.1s. * 

Rallycross cars up to 1000cc: 2, Roger Burn 
(1.0 Clan Crusader), 3m 05.2s (record); 2, Nick 
Garner (870 Mini), 3m 12.5s; 3, Bruce Male (1.0 
Mini), 3m 14.6s. } “ 

Rallycross cars 1001 to 1400ce: 1, Richard 


Painton (1.4 Mini), 3m 04.9s (record); 2, Barry . 


Crump (1.4 Mini), 3m 1.0.53; 3, Nick Brice (1.4 
Mini), 3m 13.9s. 

Rallycross cars over 1400cc: 1, Warren; 2, 
Peter Harrold (2.3 Volkswagen), 3m 04.4s; 3,. 
Graham Hathaway (1.6 Ford Escort), 3m 07.8s. 


Briefly... 


@ Although unpopular London CC’s 
decision to stick rigidly to their 
closing date on last Sunday’s RAC 
Sporting Trials Championship round 
was applauded by the majority. The 
club gave plenty of notice of such 
action and their ruling coincided 
with a recent BTRDA committee 
decision to circulate all clubs asking 
them to adhere, where possible, to 
closing dates. 


@ Sporting Trials ace Julian Fack 
(of Impunity fame) made his circuit 
debut in the Classic Car race at 
Silverstone on Saturday. Driving a 
Bill Stone (Sabre Automotive) pre- 
pared Morris Minor, Fack started at 
the back of the grid after a time- 
keepers muddle, but worked his way 
through well to third (almost 
second) in the class dominated by 
Andy McLennan’s Austin A35. Stone: 
intends to drive the car later in the 
year. 

@ After Sunday’s event, positions in 
the Snetterton Winter Rallycross 


series are as follows: 

Overall: 1, George Warren, Chris Gamble, Nick 
Garner, 53 pts; 4, Bruce Male and Richard 
Painton, 49 pts. : 

Rally Car Class: 1, Gamble, 53; 2, Keith 
Webb, 46; 3, Stan Rolfe, 43. 

1000cc class: 1, Garner, 53; 2, Male, 49; 
Roger Burn, 42. j 

- 1001 to 1400cc class: 1, Painton, 49.2, John 
Binning, 23:3, John Wisbey, 22. 

Over 1400cc class: 1, Warren, 53; 2, Peter 

Harrold, 44; 3, Dave Fuell, 38. 
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Whiting and Capri at Mallory on Sunday. 


Whiting’s new RS Gapri 


Original stories that Nick Whiting 
was going to put a 3.4-litre Ford V6 
engine into his Supersaloon Escort 
almost came true at Mallory last 
weekend. Nick appeared with a Ford 


' V6 engine, although it was‘in a Capri 
RS. 


The car in question wasan ex-Co- 
logne 2.6-litre Taunus-blocked Capri 
RS, of 1973 vintage, which Ford sold 
off in Spain to Alex Soler-Roig after 
an ETC qualifier at Jarama. It was. 


Social 
autocross 


Although regs are not yet out the 


two clubs running the opening . 


rounds of the BIRDA Autocross 
Championship at Easter are ‘going 
ahead with. ambitious social plans 
for the anticipated many who will 
make.a miniature holiday of the 
occasion, 

South Hams run their event on 
Easter Sunday near Kingsbridge and 
the following day the scene changes 
to Newton Abbott where the Haldon 
MC are hosts. Among the off-course 
activities already planned are a 
couple of barbecues and a folk 
evening. 

BT&RDA autocross secretary 
Martin Barnard has not made any 
accommodation reservations for the 
area as it is felt that a lot of people 
will be camping, staying with friends’ 
or using many of the relatively cheap 
bed and breakfast venues. 

“The two clubs are going all out to 
make the start to’ the season :a 
memorable one. I only hope we get 
the weather for Easter in the South 
West can be most pleasant,” said. 
Barnard. 


traded in part exchange by Spaniard 
Emilio Villota who purchased the Fl 
Lyncar off Bob Howlings recently. 


Although the car was rather heavy 
for Mallory (“It even had a 100 gallon 
fuel tank in it’), Nick intends to 
install a pukka 3.4-litre, four-cam, 
24-valve Essex-block GA series V6 
for future races. The car will be 
retained in its distinctive blue and 
white works colour scheme. 


Grass plans 


The London and Southern Counties 
Grass Track Association are plan- 
ning seventeen race meetings during 
the 1976 season under their RAC- 
approved regulations. The Associa- 
tion caters for extreme cheapness of 


racing, cars used including Cortinas, 


Anglias, Minis, Imps, Vivas, etc, full 
harness, full road cages and small 
fuel tanks being mandatory. 

The club’s first race is on March 
28, although they have social even- 
ings on the first Tuesday of the 
month at the Bookham Grange 
Hotel, Bookham, Surrey, at 9 pm. 
Anyone further interested in the 
series should write, including SAE, 
to Steve Tappy, 12 Station Road, 
Chessington, Surrey. 


@ The BRSCC Midland centre is 
holding a film night at the 
Westminster Suite, Swan Hotel, 
Coleshill, on Thursday, March 25. 
Starting at 8pm, the main film will 
be Redline 7000. A look at the 
different facets and lives of Ameri- 
can Stock car racing drivers and 
their girlfriends and wives. All 
members and guests are welcome. 


Competition hots up. . . literally. Robert Cook’s Healey bursts into flames at 
Silverstone on Saturday, the driver escaped unhurt, although the front end of 


the car was a bit charred. 


AUTOSPORT, MARCH 25, 1976 


The new line-up of 
the Leyland Racing Team 
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Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
: 140 mph 
0-60 in under 6 secs 


200 bhp 
1,998 cc 


1974 RAC British Touring Car 
Championship: Manufacturer's Trophy. 
1975 RAC British Touring Car 
Championship: Driver’s Trophy. 


* For the benefit of the other competitors, we've 
omitted the more distressing details. 


Up to now the Sprint, driven by Andy Rouse, has 
been extremely successful. Even against much more 
powerful cars. 

But now we've decided it’s time the BMWs and 
Fords had some opposition of their own size. 

The Jaguar will be competing in the European 
Touring Car Championship and will be driven by Derek 
Bell and David Hobbs. That alone should be enough 


| to worry the other drivers. ‘S) Leyland Cars Comm) 


